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DESCRIPTION 

GUIDE ROUTE SEARCH DEVICE AND GUIDE ROUTE SEARCH METHOD 

Technical Field 
5 The present invention relates to a guide route 

search device, a navigation device, and a guide route 
search method for searching for a guide route via plural 
route points. 

A route search method of searching for a guide 

10 route via plural route points is disclosed in Japanese 
Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2001-221647 (Patent 
Document 1) . In the conventional route search method 
disclosed in this Patent Document 1, a passing order of 
the plural route points is determined on the basis of a 

15 search condition set for seeirching for a route and a 
dependency relation among specific route points. A 
route leading to a destination passing through the 
plural route points in the passing order is searched. 
This Patent Document 1 discloses an example in which the 

20 search condition set for searching for a route is 
selected out of time (shortness of a required time), a 
distance (shortness of a traveling distance), and a toll 
(lowness of a toll). 

However, if a user actually moves in accordance 

25 with a guide route searched using the conventional route 
search method disclosed in this Patent Document 1, for 
example, even when the user desires to have lunch at a 
restaurant, the user cannot arrive at the restaurant at 
a desired time or cannot search a sufficient time to 

30 have a meal even if the user arrives, at the restaurgmt 
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in some cases . 

The invention has been devised in view of such a 
problem and it is a first object of the invention to 
obtain a guide route search device^ a navigation device, 
and a guide route search method for finding a guide 
route via plural route points such that a user can 
arrive at the respective route points in a desired state. 

In the conventional route search method of the 
Patent Document 1, information such as traffic jams, 
traffic control, and weather conditions in VICS 
information to calculate moving cost for respective 
passing orders at a route point list on the basis of a 
search condition and the moving cost calculated is added 
to the route point list. 

The conventional route search method disclosed in 
the Patent Document 1 is a method of searching for a 
route going around plural route points. Thus, when a 
user actually moves in accordance with a guide route by 
this conventional route search method, for example, 
because the user consumes a long time at a route point 
where the user arrives earlier, the user cannot arrive 
at a restaurant that is the next route point or cannot 
secure a sufficient time to have a meal even if the user 
can arrive at the restaurant late. Eventually, it is 
likely that the user fails to have lunch. 

Moreover, a traffic jam may occur on a route at 
the time when the user actually heads for the respective 
route points. If a traffic jam occurs on a route in 
this way, it is likely that the user runs short of time 
and, eventually, cannot go around all the desired route 
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points . 

Furthermore, a stay time at such respective route 
points significantly changes depending on the number of 
people actually visiting the route points, a type of 
5 passengers (e.g., a lover, a family member, a friend), 
or the like . Thus , the problem is serious . For example , 
even when the same person visits the same restaurant, a 
stay time at the time when the person visits the 
restaurant with his/her child and a stay time at the 
10 time when the person visits the restaurant alone are 
different . 

The invention has been devised in view of such a 
problem and it is a second object of the invention to 
obtain a guide route search device, a navigation device, 

15 and a guide route search method for finding a guide 
route via plural route points such that a user can stay 
at respective route points in a desired state. 

In Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. Hei 
11-160086 (Patent Document 2), there is a description 

20 that a route search processing unit searches for a 
predetermined traveling route connecting a start point 
and a destination on the basis of map data stored in a 
map buffer. A guide route rendering unit displays a 
halfway passage estimated time for each predetermined 

25 time along a traveling route set by the route search 
processing unit and displays a route for traveling in 
the daytime and a route for traveling at night with 
different colors. 

In this Patent Document 2, a guide route is 

30 displayed with different colors for the daytime and the 
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night. However, simply by switching a display color for 
the guide route, it is not easy for a user to understand 
what is indicated because display of the guide route is 
linear and thin. In addition, when the user checks the 
5 guide route before route guide, that is, before 
departure, it is difficult to intuitively check in what 
kind of state respective points on the guide route are 
at the time when the user arrives at the points . 

The invention has been devised in view of such a 

10 problem eind it is a third object of the invention to 
obtain a guide route simulation display device, a 
navigation device, and a guide route simulation display 
method with which a user is capable of intuitively 
checking, in checking a guide route before route guide, 

15 that is, before departure, in what kinds of states 
respective points on the guide route are at the time 
when the user arrives at the points. 

Moreover, when the user actually moves in 
accordance with a guide route searched using the 

20 conventional route search method described above, it is 
likely that the user is guided to a route point at 
ineligible timing, for example, at time when a facility 
at the route point is not open . In other words , even if 
the user desires to have lunch at a restaurcint, the user 

25 cannot arrive at the restaurant at a desired time or 
cannot secure a sufficient time to have a meal even if 
the user arrives at the restaurant in some cases. 

The invention has been devised in view of such a 
problem and it is a fourth object of the invention to 

30 obtain a guide route search device, a navigation device. 
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and a guide route search method for finding a guide 
route to reach a destination via one or plural route 
points desired by a user while the user visits route 
points desired by the user at appropriate timing. 

5 

Disclosure of the Invention 

In order to attain the objects of the invention, 
in a first aspect of the invention, a guide route search 
device basically includes: designating means for 

10 designating at least two or more destinations; creating 
means for creating plural route patterns in which orders 
of visit to the plural destinations are different from 
one another; and judging means for judging whether the 
plural route patterns eire route patterns^ route patterns 

15 are route patterns that satisfy destination conditions 
in all the destinations. 

The guide route search device in the first aspect 
of the invention further includes selecting means for 
selecting a guide pattern that satisfies the destination 

20 conditions in all the destinations as a guide route. 

The guide route search device further includes: 
adjusting means for performing, for route patterns 
judged as not satisfying the destination conditions at 
least at one destination by the judging means, 

25 adjustment of a non-traveling time such that the route 
patterns satisfy the destination conditions in all the 
destinations; and selecting means for selecting a 
specific route pattern out of the route patterns judged 
as satisfying the destination conditions in all the 

30 destinations by the judging means and the route patterns 
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updated by the adjusting means. 

The guide route seeirch device further includes: 
updating means for updating, for route patterns judged 
as not satisfying the destination conditions at least at 
5 one destination by the judging mesms, the route patterns 
such that the route patterns satisfy the destination 
conditions in all the destinations; and . selecting meems 
for selecting a specific route pattern out of the route 
patterns judged as satisfying the destination conditions 

10 in all the destinations by the judging means and the 
route patterns updated by the updating means. 

The guide route search device further includes: 
updating means for updating, for route patterns judged 
as not satisfying the destination conditions at least at 

15 one destination by the judging means, the route patterns 
such that the route patterns satisfy the destination 
conditions in all the destinations; and means for 
displaying at least two route patterns out of the route 
patterns judged as satisfying the destination conditions 

20 in all the destinations by the judging means and the 
route patterns updated by the updating means. 

The guide route search device further includes 
route pattern editing means for executing, for route 
patterns in which destinations are judged as satisfying 

25 the destination conditions by the judging means, any one 
of addition of destinations, deletion of destinations, 
chcinge of destinations, and rearrangement of 
destinations as correction of the route patterns and 
causing the judging means to judge whether destinations 

30 in the route patterns after the correction satisfy the 
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destination conditions. 

The guide route search device further Includes: 
display means for superimposing the guide route selected 
by the selecting means on a map Image together with an 
5 Image Indicating a location of the guide route search 
device Itself before route guide; moving means for 
moving the Image Indicating a location of the guide 
route search device Itself along the guide route; time 
calculating means for calculating an arrival time at a 

10 location of the image moved by the moving means; and 
updating means for changing a color and/or brightness of 
the map Image according to the arrival time calculated- 

In the guide route search device, the judging 
means operates to judge whether route patterns are route 

15 patterns that satisfy the destination conditions in all 
the destinations on the basis of destination conditions 
for each genre of the destinations. 

In the guide route search device, preferably, the 
judging means Includes destination condition updating 

20 means for updating, when the destination for each genre 
is not in a business hour of the destination, updating 
the destination conditions for each genre such that the 
destination conditions for each genre are in a business 
hour of the route point . 

25 In the guide route search device, preferably, the 

selecting means operates to judge whether route points 
of identical or similar genres continue In the route 
pattern and, when destinations of identical or similar 
genres do not continue, select the route pattern as the 

30 guide route. 
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In the guide route search device, preferably, the 
route pattern editing means operates to insert, in the 
case in which a new destination is inserted in a certain 
insertion place in route patterns in which destinations 
5 are judged as satisfying the destination conditions by 
the judging means, when it is judged by the judging 
means that destinations in the route patterns after 
correction do not satisfy the destination conditions, 
the new destination in another insertion place on the 

10 guide route. 

In the guide route search device, preferably, when 
the route pattern editing means executes addition of a 
destination, a new destination is inserted in each of 
plural insertion places, in which a destination can be 

15 inserted, on route patterns in which destinations are 
judged as satisfying the destination conditions by the 
judging means to create plural route patterns and the 
judging means is caused to judge whether destinations 
satisfy the destination conditions for each of the 

20 plural route patterns created. 

In a second aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a guide route search device including: 
designating means for designating at least two or more 
destinations; creating means for creating plural route 

25 patterns in which orders of visiting the plural 
destinations are different from one another; and display 
means for displaying at least two route patterns among 
the plural route patterns created by the creating mesuis. 

In a third aspect of the invention, there is 

30 provided a guide route search device basically 
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including: designating means for designating at least 
two or more destinations; means for designating a stay 
time in each of the plural destinations; creating means 
for creating route patterns including visiting order 
5 information and guide tdLme information of the plural 
destinations taking into account the stay time 
designated in each of the destinations; and route 
pattern selecting means for setting one of the route 
patterns created by the creating means as a guide route • 

10 In the guide route search device according to the 

third aspect of the invention, the means for designating 
a stay time includes meeuis for selecting one stay time 
data out of plural stay time data at the destination and 
the stay time in each of the destinations is teiken into 

15 account on the basis of the stay time data selected. 

In the guide route search device, the means for 
designating a stay time includes stay time learning 
means for setting and/or updating the stay time data for 
each of the destinations on the basis of an actual stay 

20 time at the destination and the stay time is taken into 
account on the basis of the stay time data in each of 
the destinations. 

In the guide route search device, preferably, the 
stay time selecting means operates to select optimum one 

25 stay time data out of plural stay time data provided for 
each driver, each male or female, each fellow passenger 
group, each age, each season, each day of week, each 
time frame, or each number of people and/or passenger 
type of people guided on the guide route. 

30 In another viewpoint, it is possible to grasp the 
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invention as a guide route search method including a 
series of signal processing steps carried out in the 
guide route search device described above. 

In this case, in the first aspect, the invention 
5 provides a guide route securch method including: a step 
of desigrnating at least two or more destinations; a step 
of creating plural route patterns in which orders of 
visiting the plural destinations are different from one 
another; and a step of judging whether the plural route 
10 patterns are route patterns, route patterns are route 
patterns that satisfy destination conditions in all the 
destinations . 

In the second aspect, there is provided a guide 
route search method including: a step of designating at 

15 least two or more destinations; a step of creating 
plural route patterns in which orders of visiting the 
plural destinations are different from one another; and 
a step of displaying at least two route patterns among 
the plural route patterns created in the creating step. 

20 In the third aspect, there is provided a guide 

route search method including: a step of designating at 
least two or more destinations; a step of designating a 
stay time in each of the destinations; a step of 
creating route patterns including visiting order 

25 information and guide time information of the plural 
destinations taking into account the stay time 
designated in each of the destinations; and a step of 
selecting one of the route patterns created in the 
creating step as a guide route. 

30 In still another viewpoint, it is possible to 



i 



- 11 - 



grasp the invention as a computer program for causing 
the guide route search device described above to operate. 

In this case, for example, in the first aspect of 
the invention, there is provided a computer program for 
5 causing a cfuide route search method to operate, the 
guide route search method including: a step of 
designating at least two or more destinations; a step of 
creating plural route patterns in which orders of 
visiting the plural destinations are different from one 

10 another; and a step of judging whether the plural route 
patterns are route patterns, route patterns are route 
patterns that satisfy destination conditions in all the 
destinations. In the other aspects of the invention, 
there is also provided a computer program for causing a 

15 predetermined guide route search method to operate in 
the same manner. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a block diagram showing a constitution 
20 of a navigation device according to a first embodiment 
of the invention I; 

Figure 2 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of a guide route creation unit in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 shows a part of a data structure of a 
25 . proposed route point database in Figure 2; 

Figure 4 shows a part of a data structure of a 
route point condition table for genre in Figure 2; 

Figure 5 shows an example of a route pattern list 
created by a route pattern alignment unit in Figure 2; 
30 Figure 6 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
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block constitution of a guide route creation unit 
according to a second embodiment of the invention I; 

Figure 7 shows a route pattern list updated by 
update processing of a route pattern update unit in 
5 Figure 6; 

Figure 8 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of a guide route creation unit according to 
a third embodiment of the invention I; 

Figure 9 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
10 constitution of a guide route creation unit according to 
a fourth embodiment of the invention I; 

Figure 10 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of a guide route creation unit according to 
a fifth embodiment of the invention I; 
15 Figure 11 is a block diagram showing a detailed 

constitution of a guide route creation unit according to 
a sixth embodiment of the invention I ; 

Figure 12 is a display screen example showing an 
example of a selection screen displayed on a display 
20 unit in the sixth embodiment of the invention I ; 

Figure 13 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of a guide route creation unit according to 
a seventh embodiment of the invention I; 

Figure 14 is a table showing a data structure of a 
25 proposed route point database in Figure 13; 

Figure 15 is a table showing a part of plural 
route patterns created by a route pattern creation unit 
when five proposed route points indicated by A to E in 
Figure 14 cind a home are regiistered at a route point 
30 list; 
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Figure 16 is a diagram showing ah example of a 
display screen on a display unit based on a route 
pattern list in Figure 15; 

Figure 17 is a table showing a judgment result for 
5 plural route patterns in Figure 16; 

Figure 18 is a diagram showing an example of a 
detailed display screen for routes displayed when a 
route pattern at the left end is selected on a selection 
screen for a route pattern shown in Figure 16; 
10 Figure 19 is a diagram showing an example of a 

display screen displayed when a location of a route 
point "Chinese noodles restaurant" is selected; 

Figure 20 is a diagram showing an example of a 
display screen displayed when a route point "Sea 
15 Paradise" is selected; 

Figure 21 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of a guide route creation unit according to 
an eighth embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 22 is a block diagram showing a hardware 
20 configuration of a vehicle -mounted navigation device 
according to an embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 23 is a diagram for explaining content 
stored in a hard disk drive in Figure 22; 

Figure 24 is a diagram showing an example of a 
25 display screen for a route pattern in an embodiment of 
the invention; 

Figure 25 is a diagram showing ein example of a 
detailed display screen for a route pattern in an 
embodiment of the invention; 
30 Figure .26 is a diagram for explaining an example 
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of a proposed route point search data; 

Figure 27 is a diagram for explaining an example 
of a route point condition table for genre; 

Figure 28 is a block diagram showing a guide route 
5 creation function realized in the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device when a central processing unit 
executes a guide route creation progreuti; 

Figure 29 is a block diagram showing a route guide 
function realized in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
10 device when the central processing unit executes a route 
guide program; 

Figure 30 is a flowchart showing guide route 
creation processing in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device ; 

15 Figure 31 is a table showing an example of plural 

route patterns created by a route pattern creation unit 
in Figure 28 ; 

Figure 32 is a block diagram showing a guide route 
creation function realized when a central processing 
20 unit executes a guide route creation program in a 
vehicle -mounted navigation device according to a second 
embodiment of the invention II; 

Figure 33 is a flowchart showing guide route 
creation processing in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
25 device in the second emboddLment of the invention II; 

Figure 34 is a block diagram showing a guide route 
creation function realized when a central processing 
unit executes a guide route creation program in a 
vehicle-mounted navigation device according to a third 
30 embodiment of the invention II; 
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Figure 35 is a flowchart showing guide route 
creation processing in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device in the third embodiment of the invention II; 

Figure 36 is a block diagram showing a guide route 
5 creation function realized when a central processing 
unit executes a guide route creation program in a 
vehicle -mounted navigation device according to. a fourth 
embodiment of the invention II; 

Figure 37 is a block diagram showing a route guide 
10 function realized when the central processing unit 
executes a route guide program in the vehicle-mounted 
navigation device according to the fourth embodiment of 
the invention II; 

Figure 38 is a diagram for explaining content 
15 stored in a hard disk drive; 

Figure 39 is a diagram for explaining an example 
of a point condition table for genre in Figure 38; 

Figure 40 is a block diagram showing a guide route 
creation function realized in the vehicle -mounted 
20 navigation device when the central processing unit 
executes the guide route creation program; 

Figure 41 is a flowchart showing guide route 
creation processing in the vehicle-mounted navigation 
device ; 

25 Figure 42 is a diagram showing an example of a 

detailed display screen for a route pattern displayed on 
a liquid crystal monitor when an image showing a vehicle 
is near a guide route between a route point E and a 
route point D; 

30 Figure 43 is a block diagram showing a 
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constitution of a navigation device according to a first 
embodiment of the invention II; 

Figure 44 is a block diagram showing details of a 
guide route creation unit and a map database in Figure 
5 43; 

Figure 45 is a flowchart for explaining processing 
at the time when a route point is added to a route 
pattern usable as guide route data in a first embodiment 
of the invention IV; 

10 Figure 46 is a diagram showing an example of 

display by a display unit at the time when a route point 
is added to a route pattern usable as guide route data 
in the first embodiment of the invention IV; 

Figure 47 is a diagrcun showing another example of 

15 display of a route pattern in the first embodiment of 
the invention IV; 

Figure 48 is a flowchart for explaining an 
operation of a route pattern creation unit of a guide 
route creation unit in a second embodiment of the 

20 invention IV; 

Figure 49 is a flowchart for explaining processing 
at the time when a route point is deleted from a route 
pattern usable as guide route data in a third embodiment 
of the invention IV; 

25 Figure 50 is a diagram showing an example of 

display by a display unit at the time when a route point 
is deleted from a route pattern usable as guide route 
data in the third embodiment of the invention IV; 

Figure 51 is a diagram showing another example of 

30 display of a route pattern in the third embodiment of 
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the invention IV; 

Figure 52 is a flowchart for explaining processing 
at the time when route points are rearranged in a route 
pattern usable as guide route data in a fourth 
embodiment of the invention IV; 

Figure 53 is a diagram showing an example of 
display by a display unit at the time when route points 
are rearranged in a route patteom usable as guide route 
data in the fourth embodiment of the invention IV; 

Figure 54 is a flowchart for explaining processing 
at the time when a route point or a route between points 
is changed in a route pattern usable as guide route data 
in a fifth embodiment of the invention IV; and 

Figure 55 is a diagram showing cuiother example Of 
display of a route pattern in a sixth embodiment of the 
invention IV. 

Embodiments the Invention 

Embodiments of the invention will be hereinafter 
20 explained in detail with reference to the drawings . 

The invention is roughly classified into four 
inventions (inventions I, II, III, and IV) according to 
objects thereof. The invention I attains the first 
object of the invention. The invention II, the 
25 invention III, cind the invention IV mainly attain the 
second object, the third object, and the fourth object, 
respectively. 

Concerning each of the inventions I, II, III^ and 
IV, embodiments thereof will be hereinafter explained in 
30 order. 
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Guide route search devices, navigation device, and 
guide route search methods according to the embodiments 
of the invention will be specifically explained on the 
basis of the drawings. The navigation devices will be 
5 explained with vehicle -mounted navigation devices 
mounted on vehicles such as automobiles, motorcycles, 
and airplanes as examples. The guide route search 
devices will be explained as a part of constitutions of 
the vehicle-mounted navigation devices. The guide route 

10 search methods will be explained as a part of operations 
of the vehicle -mounted navigation devices. 
[ Invention I ] 
First embodiment 

Figure 1 is a block diagram showing a block 

15 constitution of a navigation device according to a first 
embodiment of the invention I . The navigation device 
includes a guide route creation unit 1 serving as a 
guide route search device that creates guide route data, 
a guide route storage unit 2 serving as guide route 

20 storing means for storing guide route data, a GPS 
(Global Positioning System) receiver 3, a map database 4, 
a guide display creation unit 5 serving as guide data 
creating means for creating display data for route guide, 
and a display unit 6 serving as output means for 

25 displaying display data, that is, photographs, figures, 
characters, and the like for guide. 

The GPS receiver 3 is a receiver that receives 
radio waves of location information from satellites not 
shown in the figure. The GPS receiver 3 receives radio 

30 waves of location information from, for example, four or 



more satellites to output latitude and longitude data 
indicating a location on the earth of the GPS receiver 3. 

The map database 4 has stored therein map 
information concerning a predetermined region on the 
ecorth such as the entire Japcin or the Kanto district. 
Specifically, the map database 4 includes display map 
data in which natural features, roads, structures, and 
the like in the predetermined region on the earth eire 
imaged, latitude and longitude data for specifying an 
arbitrary location in the predetermined region on the 
earth, and road search data in the predetermined region 
on the earth. 

The road search data includes, for excunple, road 
attribute data indicating each road between 
intersections and intersection data indicating 
intersections. In the road attribute data, moving time 
data of the road is included together with distance data 
of the road. Consequently, roads in the region are 
stored in the road search data as mesh-like data formed 
by the road attribute data and the intersection data. 
Plural moving time data corresponding to, for example, 
seasons and time zones may be included in the road 
attribute data. 

Figure 2 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
block constitution of the guide route creation unit 1 in 
Figure 1. The guide route creation unit 1 includes a 
proposed route point database 11, a route point 
registration unit 13 that creates a registered point 
list 12, a route point selection unit 15 that creates a 
route point list 14, a destination selection unit 16, a 
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route pattern creation unit 17 serving as creating means 
for creating a route pattern, a route point condition 
table 18, a route pattern alignment unit 20 that creates 
a route pattern list 19, a route point condition table 
5 for genre 21, and an eligible route judgment unit 22 
serving as selecting mecuis. 

Figure 3 shows a part of a data structure of the 
proposed route point database 11 in Figure 2. As an 
example, records of six proposed route points A to F are 

10 shown in respective rows in Figure 3 . In the records of 
the respective proposed route points, attribute data of 
. a proposed route point such as name data of the proposed 
route point, a facility present in the proposed route 
point, or the like, genre data indicating a genre (i.e., 

15 classification for each type of industry) of the 
facility present in the proposed route point or the like, 
holiday data of the facility present in the proposed 
route point or the like, and business hour data of the 
facility present in the proposed route point emd the 

20 like are included therein. Besides, latitude and 
longitude, an address, a telephone number, and the like 
not shown in the figure of the proposed route point are 
included in the respective records. Specifically, for 
example, in attribute data of a record of a proposed 

25 route point B, "restaurant OB" is included as the name 
data of a facility present in the proposed route point, 
"restaurant" is included as the genre data of the 
facility present in the proposed route point, "Monday" 
is included as the holiday data of the facility present 

30 in the proposed route point, and "11:00 to 14:00, 18:00 
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to 24:00" is included as the business hour data of the 
facility present in the proposed route point • 

The registered point list 12 includes, for example, 
name data of a place registered by a user and latitude 
5 and longitude data of the place. 

Figure 4 shows a part of a data straicture of the 
route point condition table for genre 21 in Figure 2. 
In a table shown in Figure 4, as an exeimple, records of 
ten genres are shown in respective rows. In the records 

10 of the respective genres, attribute data of genres such 
as genre name data, guide time data, stay time data, 
stayable time data, final destination advisability data, 
time adjustment advisability data, and food and drink 
genre data are included therein. The guide time data is 

15 data indicating a time frame in which a user is guided 
to a route point of the genre . The stay time data is 
data indicating time during which the user stays at the 
route point of the genre. The stayable time data is 
data indicating a maximum time during which the user 

20 stays at the route point of the genre. The final 
destination advisability data is data indicating that it 
is allowed or prohibited to set the route point of the 
genre as a final destination. The time adjustment 
advisability data is data indicating that it is 

25 prohibited to adjuist tdLme of a stay time at the route 
point of the genre. The food and drink genre data is 
data indicating whether the route point of the genre 
belongs to a restaurant. For example, in attribute data 
of a record on a second row, "restaurant" is included as 

30 the genre name data, "11:00 to 13:00, 18:00 to 20:00" is 
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included as the guide time data, "two hours" is included 
as the stay time data, "two hours and thirty minutes" is 
included as the stayable time data, "X (not allowed)" 
is included as the final destination advisability data, 
5 " O (allowed)" is included as the time adjustment 
advisability data, and "O (conforming)" is included as 
the food and drink genre data. 

The route point condition table 18 shown in Figure 
2 is a table in which a condition for selecting a guide 

10 route leading from a start point to a destination via 
route points is registered. Specifically, for example, 
a condition such as a shortest moving time, a shortest 
moving distance, or minimum cost is registered in the 
route point condition table 18. Plural conditions may 

15 be registered in the route point condition table 18 . 
The condition may be a condition obtained by combining 
conditions concerning plural items (a distance and time) 
such as a shortest moving time in a range of 150 km or 
less. 

20 Operations of the navigation device shown in 

Figure 1 will be explained. 

First, the route point selection unit 15 of the 
guide route creation unit 1 causes the display unit 6 to 
display name data of a proposed route point in the 

25 proposed route point database 11 and name data of a 
place registered by the user in the registered point 
list 12 according to route point search or the like 
based on an address or the like of the user. When the 
name data of the proposed route point displayed on the 

30 display unit 6 or the name data of the place registered 
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by the user is selected by the user, the route point 
selection unit 15 registers a record of a route point or 
a record of a registered point including the name data 
selected at the route point list 14 as route point data. 
5 When name data of a desired place is not displayed 

on the display unit 6, the user inputs data for 
registering the desired place. The route point 

registration unit 13 creates registered point data from 
this input data and registers the registered point data 

10 in the registered point list 12. Consequently, the 
route point selection unit 15 displays the name data of 
the desired place not registered on the display unit 6. 
The user can select the place as route point data. 

The user may input a value of latitude and 

15 longitude data of the registered point data. However, 
for example, the route point registration unit 13 may 
display the display map data of the map database 4 on 
the display unit 6 to cause the user to select a 
location on a map of the registered point and use a 

20 value of latitude and longitude data corresponding to a 
display position selected as a value of latitude and 
longitude data of the registered point data. Besides, 
for example, when a present location is a registered 
point, the route point registration unit 13 may use a 

25 value of latitude and longitude data output ted by the 
GPS receiver 3 as a value of latitude and longitude data 
of the registered point data. 

The destination selection unit 16 selects one of 
the plural route points registered at the route point 

30 list 14 as a destination. Specifically, the destination 
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selection unit 16 searches for route point data of a 
home or route point data associated with a genre marked 
"O (allowed)" in the final destination advisability 
data of the route point condition table for genre 21. 
5 The destination selection unit 16 selects this route 
point data as a destination. 

In general, the route point data of the home is 
registered in the registered point list 12. Therefore, 
the destination selection unit 16 only has to select 

10 route point data conforming to the route point data 
registered in the registered point list 12 among the 
route point data included at the route point list 14 as 
a destination. In particular. It is also possible that 
a flag or the like indicating the home is included in 

15 the registered point data of the home in the registered 
point list 12 in advance and the destination selection 
unit 16 selects route point data conforming to the 
registered point data including this flag as a 
destination. 

20 The destination selecting unit 16 may select a 

first or last route point of the registered point list 
12 as a destination. When it is impossible to specify a 
destination according to automatic selection of the 
destination selection unit 16, the destination selection 

25 unit 16 may cause the user to select a route point as a 
destination. Moreover, the destination selection unit 
16 may select a route point of a genre, a final time of 
a guide time is set latest at the route point condition 
table for genre 21, as a destination. For example, when 

30 a guide time is "15:00 to 24:00" as in the genre "hotel" 
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shown in Figure 3, the hotel is selected as a 
destination. 

The route pattern creation unit 17 creates plural 
route patterns leading from a start point to a 
5 destination via all the route points registered at the 
route point list 14 in different orders. 
Longitude /latitude data of the steart point may be a 
point of present latitude and longitude data outputted 
by the GPS receiver 3 or may be latitude and longitude 

10 data of the start point separately selected by the user. 

Specifically, for example, the route pattern 
creation unit 17 creates permutation patterns of all the 
route points registered at the route point list 14. 
When the number of route points other than the 

15 destination is four, the number of permutation patterns 
is 24 (=4P4). The route pattern creation unit 17 
searches for routes leading from the start point to the 
destination via the route points in orders of the 
respective permutation patterns using the road search 

20 data of the map database 4 and creates plural route 
patterns for the respective permutation patterns. In 
order to calculate arrival times at the respective route 
points, the route pattern creation unit 17 adds, in 
creating the respective route patterns, a stay time 

25 indicated in the stay time data of the route point 
condition table for genre 21 in Figure 4 to traveling 
times among the route points. The route pattern 
creation unit 17 may use traffic jam information 
received by the route information receiver 23 as moving 

30 times of respective roads at the time of route search 
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Instead of the moving time data of the road search data. 

The route pattern creation unit 17 may create 
route patterns for combinations of passing orders of all 
the route points other than the destination* However, 
5 the route pattern creation unit 17 does not have to 
create a route pattern that passes plural route points 
in an order in which a loop is formed or a route pattern 
passing plural route points in an order in which a route 
passes an identical region plural times. 

10 The route pattern alignment unit 20 creates the 

route pattern list 19 in which plural route patterns 
created by the route pattern creation unit 17 are 
arranged in a predetermined order. Figure 5 shows cin 
example of the route pattern list 19 created by the 

15 route pattern alignment unit 20. N (N is a natural 
number equal to or larger than 2) route patterns are 
included in this route pattern list 19 . Route pattern 
data indicating an order of passing route points and 
arrival time data of each of the route points are 

20 included in respective records of the route pattern list 
19. In this route pattern list 19, the route patterns 
are arranged in an order complying with a condition of a 
shortest moving time. A route pattern with an earliest 
arrival time at a destination is put in a first row (a 

25 first record) of the route pattern list 19. An arrival 
time at the destination is later in a lower row (record)* 
When the route patterns are arranged according to the 
condition of a shortest moving time, an arrival time at 
a last route point A of the route patterns, that is, the 

30 route point A as the destination is later in the third 
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row than in the first row and is later in the third row 
than in the second row. Alphabets A, B, C, D, emd E in 
Figure 5 indicate points identical with those indicated 
by the alphabets affixed to the proposed route points in 
5 Figure 3. 

Specifically, for example, when a new route 
pattern is created by the route pattern creation unit 17, 
the route pattern alignment unit 20 registers this route 
pattern in the route pattern list 19* In particular, at 

10 the time of this registration, the route pattern 
alignment unit 20 rearranges the route patterns already 
registered in the route pattern list 19 and the route 
pattern registered anew on the basis of the conditions 
in the route point condition table 18. 

15 All of route patterns created by the route pattern 

creation unit 17 may be registered in this route pattern 
list 19. However, only a part of the route patterns may 
be registered in the route patter list 19 • When a part 
of route patterns created by the route pattern creation 

20 unit 17 are registered, the route pattern alignment unit 
20 judges, for example, superiority and inferiority of 
the route pattern created anew and a route pattern 
stored last in the route pattern list 19 (hereinafter 
referred to as worst route pattern) in accordance with 

25 the conditions in the route point condition table 18. 
When the route pattern created anew more suitably 
satisfies the route point condition table 18 than the 
worst route pattern, the rote pattern alignment unit 20 
only has to overwrite this worst route pattern with the 

30 new route pattern and, then, rearrange the plural route 
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patterns in the route pattern list 19 such that the 
route patterns are arranged in order from one that more 
suitably satisfies the conditions in the route point 
condition table 18 than the other route patterns. VHien 
5 the worst route pattern is superior to the route pattern 
created anew, the route pattern alignment unit 20 only 
has to abandon the route pattern created anew. 

The eligible route judgment unit 22 judges one of 
the plural route patterns registered in the route 

10 pattern list 19 as guide route data emd causes the guide 
route storage unit 2 to store this guide route data. 
Specifically, for example, the eligible route judgment 
unit 22 judges, in order from the top route pattern in 
the route pattern list 19, the route pattern conforms to 

15 the conditions at the route point condition table for 
genre 21. 

The eligible route judgment unit 22 judges a route 
pattern conforming to the conditions at the route point 
condition table for genre 21 first as guide route data 

20 and causes the guide route storage unit 2 to store the 
guide route data. When there are plural route patterns 
conforming to the conditions at the route point 
condition table for genre 21, the eligible route 
judgment unit 22 may judge, for example, a route pattern 

25 in which an arrival time at a destination is closest to 
time in the middle of a time frame of a guide time of 
the destination as guide route data and cause the guide 
route storage unit 2 to store the guide route data. 

For example, in the case of the route pattern list 

30 19 shown in Figure 5, the eligible route judgment unit 
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22 performs the following processing. First, the 
eligible route judgment unit 22 performs eligibility 
judgment for a route pattern B of the first record. In 
Figure 3, a first route point B of the first record is 
5 classified into the genre of "restaurant". In Figure 4, 
a guide time to the restaurant is "11:00 to 13:00, 18:00 
to 20:00". In the route pattern list 19 in Figure 5, an 
arrival time at the first route point B of the first 
record is "10:30". Therefore, since the arrival time at 

10 the route point B is not included in the condition of 
the guide time to the restaurant , the eligible route 
judgment unit 22 judges the route pattern of the first 
record as ineligible. 

Subsequently, the eligible route judgment unit 22 

15 performs eligibility judgment for a route pattern of a 
second record. Since a first route point of the second 
record is also B, the eligible route judgment unit 22 
judges the route pattern of the second record as 
ineligible . 

20 Moreover, the eligible route judgment unit 22 

performs eligibility judgment for a route pattern of a 
third row. In Figure 3, a first route point C of a 
third record is classified into the genre of "department 
store". In Figure 4, a guide time to the department 

25 store is not set. Therefore, the eligible route 
judgment unit 22 judges the first route point C of the 
third record as eligible and performs eligibility 
judgment for a second route point B of the third record. 
The second route point B of the third record is 

30 classified into the genre of "restaurant". An arrival 
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time at the restaurant "12:30" satisfies the guide time 
to the restaurant in Figure 4. Thus, the eligible route 
judgment unit 22 judges the second route point B of the 
third record as eligible. When the eligibility judgment 
5 is performed for all route points in the route pattern 
of the third record in this way, arrival times of all 
the route points (including the destination) of the 
third record satisfy all the conditions of guide times 
for genres in Figure 4, Therefore, eligible route 

10 judgment unit 22 judges the route pattern of the third 
record as eligible. The eligible route judgment unit 22 
judges the route pattern of the third record as guide 
route data and causes the guide route storage unit 2 to 
store the guide route data. Since the third record is 

15 judged as eligible, the eligible route judgment unit 22 
does not perform eligibility judgment processing for 
fourth and subsequent records (i.e., a fourth record to 
an Nth record) in the route pattern list 19. 

According to the series of search operations for a 

20 guide route, the route pattern of the third record 
suitably satisfying the shortest moving time condition 
in the route point condition table 18 and the guide time 
condition in the respective route points at the route 
point condition table for genre 21 is stored in the 

25 guide route storage unit 2 as guide route data. Route 
information corresponding to this route pattern 
(information on plural road links selected in the search 
by the route pattern creation unit 17) is also stored in 
the guide route storage unit 2 . 

30 A navigation operation using the guide route data 
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stored in this guide route storage unit 2 will be 
explained . 

When latitude and longitude data indicating a 
present location (hereinafter referred to as latitude 
5 and longitude data of a present location) of the GPS 
receiver 3 is outputted from the GPS receiver 3^ the 
guide display creation unit 5 creates display data. 
Specifically, for example, the guide display creation 
unit 5 reads out display map data in a predetermined 

10 latitude and longitude range around latitude and 
longitude indicated in the latitude and longitude data 
of the present location from the map database 4 • In 
this readout range, the longitude and latitude indicated 
in the longitude/latitude data of the present location 

15 does not have to be in the center of the readout range. 

The guide display creation unit 5 reads guide 
route data (a route pattern and route information) of a 
guide route passing through the predetermined latitude 
and longitude range from the guide route storage unit 2. 

20 The guide display creation unit 5 superimposes a present 
location mark in the center of a map of the display map 
data read and superimposes the guide route data read on 
a map of routes and route points of the display map data 
to create display data. The display unit 6 displays 

25 this display data. 

When the GPS receiver 3, that is, the navigation 
device moves, latitude and longitude indicated by 
latitude and longitude data outputted from the GPS 
receiver 3 also changes. When the latitude and the 

30 longitude of the latitude and longitude data outputted 
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from the GPS receiver 3 changes/ the display map data 
read from the map database 4 and the guide route data 
read from the guide route storage unit 2 by the guide 
display creation unit 5 also change. Therefore, in 
5 accordance with the movement of the navigation device, a 
map and a guide route displayed on the display unit 6 
change such that the center of a display image is in the 
present location. 

As a result, the user can efficiently move from a 

10 start point to a destination via plural route points by 
holding this navigation device to move such that a 
present location overlaps a guide route. 

Moreover, this navigation device guides a route 
through a guide route created to satisfy arrival times 

15 at the respective route points (including the 
destination) and stay times at the respective route 
points (including the destination) registered at the 
route point condition data for genre 21. Thus, the user 
can arrive at the respective route points at suitable 

20 times and stay for sufficient ties in the respective 
route points. Therefore, this navigation device can 
guide the user to, for example, a restaurant selected as 
a route point at appropriate time. Thus, it is possible 
to effectively prevent a situation in which the user is 

25 hungiry for a long time or cannot have a meal because the 
user is guided to a restaurant late. 

As described above, in the first embodiment, 
plural route patterns passing through plural route 
points in orders different from one another are created, 

30 the plural patterns are examined in an order complying 
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with search conditions for a guide route ^ and a route 
pattern satisfying route point conditions at all the 
route points is selected as a guide route. Therefore/ 
it is possible to find, as a guide route, a route 
5 pattern that satisfies the route point conditions at all 
the route points and most suitably satisfies the search 
conditions for a guide route out of the plural route 
patterns passing through the plural route points in 
orders different from one another. As a result, the 

10 user can stay in the respective route points in a state 
in which the respective route point conditions at the 
route points are satisfied. 

In the first embodiment, it is judged on the basis 
of the route point conditions for each of the genres, 

15 into which the route locations are classified, whether 
the respective route points satisfy the respective route 
point conditions. A route pattern satisfying the route 
point conditions at all the route points is selected as 
a guide route. Therefore, since it is judged on the 

20 basis of the route point conditions for each of the 
genres, into which the route locations ctre classified, 
whether the respective route points satisfy the 
respective route point conditions, it is possible to 
reduce an amount of data of the route point conditions 

25 compared with the case in which, for example, route 
point conditions are individually associated with each 
of the route points in the proposed route point database 
11. 

Second embodiment 
30 A navigation device according to a second 
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embodiment of the Invention I includes, as in the first 
embodiment, the guide route storage unit 2, the GPS 
receiver 3, the map database 4, the guide display- 
creation unit 5, and the display unit 6. However, the 
5 guide route creation unit 1 is constituted as described 
below. 

Figure 6 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of the guide route creation unit 1 
according to the second embodiment of the invention I . 

10 The guide route creation unit 1 includes the proposed 
route point database 11, the route point registration 
unit 13 that creates the registered point list 12, a 
route point selection unit 31 seirving as approving means 
for creating the route point list 14, a warning unit 32 

15 serving as warning means, the destination selection unit 
16, the route pattern creation unit 17, the route point 
condition table 18, the route pattern alignment unit 20 
that creates the route pattern list 19, the route point 
condition table for genre 21, a route point condition 

20 update unit 33 serving as route point condition updating 
means, the eligible route judgment unit 22 serving as 
judging means, a route pattern update unit 34 serving as 
adjusting means, and an optimum route selection unit 35 
serving as selecting means. 

25 When a route point selected by a user is open, the 

route "point selection unit 31 registers this route point 
at the route point list 14. When the route point is not 
open, the warning unit 32 causes the display unit 6 to 
perform warning display. The warning unit 32 may 

30 perform warning with alarm sound or a sound message 
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linstead of the warning by the warming display. The 
warning unit 32 may perform the warning by display and 
the warning by sound simultemeously • The route point 
condition update unit 33 updates data registered at the 
5 route point condition table for genre 21. The route 
pattern update unit 34 changes content of a route 
pattern of a route judged as ineligible by the eligible 
route judgment unit 22. The optimum route selection 
unit 35 selects one route pattern from the route pattern 

10 list 19 as guide route data and causes the guide route 
storage unit 2 to store this guide route data. 

Components of the guide point selection unit 31 
other than the above and components of the navigation 
device other than the route point selection unit 31 have 

15 the same functions as the components with the same names 
of the navigation device in the first embodiment. Thus, 
the components are denoted by reference numerals 
identical with those in the first embodiment and 
explanations of the components are omitted. 

20 Operations of the navigation device according to 

the second embodiment will be explained. 

When a name of a place registered by the user is 
selected by the user on the basis of display on the 
display unit 6, the route point selection unit 31 of the 

25 guide route creation unit 1 registers a record of this 
registered point at the route point list 14. 

When a name of a proposed route point is selected 
by the user on the basis of display on the display unit 
6, the route point selection unit 31 reads holiday data 

30 of the proposed route point selected from the proposed 
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route point database 11. The route point selection unit 
31 compares a day when the user goes to the route point 
and holiday data of the route point. When the day when 
the user goes to the route point is other than a holiday 
5 indicated by the holiday data, the route point selection 
unit 31 registers a record of the route point at the 
route point list 14. Conversely, when the day when the 
user goes to the route point is the holiday indicated by 
the holiday data, the route point selection unit 31 

10 notifies the warning unit 32 to that effect. The 
warning unit 32 causes the display unit 6 to display a 
predetermined warning indication. Consequently, the 
user can reset a substitute route point anew and does 
not go to a route point closed. 

15 Subsequently, the route point selection unit 31 

reads business hour data of a route point confirmed to 
be open from the proposed route point database 11 and 
outputs the business hour data as time frame comparison 
data corresponding to a genre of the route point. The 

20 route point condition update unit 33 compares this time 
frame comparison data and guide time data associated 
with the same genre of the route point condition table 
for genre 21. When a time frame not included in the 
business hour data of the route point is included in a 

25 time frame of the guide time data, the guide point 
condition update unit 33 deletes a guide time by the 
excess time frame not included in the business hour data 
and updates the guide time data of the route point 
condition for genre table 21 to be included in the 

30 business hour data of the route point. Consequently, 
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since consistency of a business hour frame of the route 
point and a guide time frame of the guide time data is 
secured, the user is not guided to the respective route 
points when the route points are not open. 
5 Specifically, for example, in F of the proposed 

route point database 11 in Figure 3, "rlstorante A " 
classified into the genre "restaurant" is registered. A 

business hour of this "rlstorante A " is "18:00 to 
21:00". In other words, this "rlstorante A" is not open 
10 at 11:00 to 13:00. When a data state of the route point 
condition table for genre 21 is in a state shown in 

Figure 4, if this "rlstorante A" is selected as a route 
point, the route point condition update unit 33 updates 
guide time data "11:00 to 13:00, 18:00 to 20:00" of the 

15 genre "restaurant" to "18:00 to 20:00". This guide time 
data may be returned to the state before update after 
the guide ends . 

In the second embodiment, a business hour of a 
route point is read from the proposed route point 

20 database 11 and this business hour and a guide time 
frame of igulde time data are compared to secure 
consistency of the business hour and the guide time 
frame of the guide time data. Besides, for example, it 
is also possible that a guide time frame for each route 

25 point is stored in the proposed route point database 11 
and the route point condition update unit 33 updates the 
guide time data at the route point , condition table for 
genre 21 according to the guide time frame for each 
route point. In this case, an amount of data of the 

30 proposed route point database 11 is larger than that in 
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the case of the second embodiment. However, it is 
unnecessary to perform processing for comparing a 
business hour and a guide time frame of guide time data 
by the guide point condition update unit 33. 
5 The destination selection unit 16 selects one of 

the plural route points registered at the route point 
list 14 as a destination. The route pattern creation 
unit 17 creates plural route patterns leading from a 
start point to the destination via all the route points 

10 registered at the route point list 14. The route 
pattern alignment unit 20 creates the route pattern list 
19 in which the plural route patterns created by the 
route pattern creation unit 17 are arranged in a 
predetermined order. The plural route patterns are 

15 arranged in the route pattern list 19 in an order 
complying with the conditions in the route point 
condition table 18. 

The eligible route judgment unit 22 judges whether 
the plural route patterns registered in the route 

20 pattern list 19 conform to the conditions in the route 
point condition table for genre 21 in order from a top 
route pattern in the route pattern list 19. The route 
pattern update unit 34 changes content of a route 
pattern not conforming to the conditions at the route 

25 point condition table for genre 21 to conform to the 
conditions. The eligible route judgment unit 22 ends 
the judgment processing when a route pattern conforming 
to the conditions at the route point condition table for 
genre 21 is found. 

30 Specifically, for example, the route patteim list 



- 39 - 



19 in Figure 5 is judged under thee route point 
condition table for genre 21 in Figure 4, the eligible 
route judging unit 22 judges that the route pattern of 
the first record and the route pattern of the second 
5 record doe not conform to the conditions. The route 
pattern update unit 34 updates content of the route 
pattern of the first record and content of the route 
pattern of the second record. 

In the route pattern of the first record, arrival 

10 time data at the restaurant at the route point B is 
"10:30". This is time thirty minutes earlier than cui 
earliest guide time "11:00" of the genre "restaurant" in 
Figure 4. In the route pattern of the first record^ the 
route point B is a first route point- Therefore, the 

15 route pattern update unit 34 adjusts a departure time at 
a start point for time adjustment . The route pattern 
update unit 34 delays arrival times at all the route 
points and the departure time at the start point by the 
time equivalent to the difference between the arrival 

20 time and the earliest guide time (thirty minutes). 

When such adjustment for the route point B is 
performed, in the route pattern of the first record, 
arrival time data at a caf6 at a route point D is 
"14:30". This is time thirty minutes earlier than guide 

25 time data "15:00" of a genre "caf6" in Figxare 4. In the 
route pattern of the first record, the route pattern 
passes through "department store" at the route point C 
before the route point D. In the genre "depeurtment 
store" in Figure 4, stayable time data "two hours" is 

30 set other than stay time data "one hour" . In other 



- 40 - 



words, under the condition, the user may stay at the 
department store for an extra one hour. Therefore, the 
route pattern update unit 34 delays a departure time 
from the department store by thirty minutes and delays 
5 arrival times at the route points after that (D, E, and 
A) and the departure time at the steirt point by that 
time. 

When it is impossible to set arrival time data of 
arrival at the caf6 at the route point D to be later 

10 than "15:00" even if the arrival time data is adjusted 
with extendable time at the department store, the route 
pattern update unit 34 further adjusts departure times 
and the like after the restaurant at the route point B 
such that the arrival time data of arrival at the caf6 

15 at the route point D is after "15:00". 

Concerning the route pattern of the second record, 
the route pattern update unit 34 delays arrival times at 
all the route points and the departure time at the start 
point by thirty minutes such that the arrival time data 

20 of arrival at the restaurant at the route point B 
changes from "10:30" to "11:00". 

According to such update processing by the route 
pattern update unit 34, the route pattern list 19 in 
Figure 5 is updated to the route pattern list 19 shown 

25 in Figure 7. The route judgment unit judges a route 
pattern in a third row of the route pattern list 19 in 
Figure 5 as eligible. Consequently, the plural route 
patterns form the first row to the third row of the rote 
pattern list 19 conform to the conditions at the route 

30 point condition table for genre 21. 
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The optimum route selection unit 35 selects one 
route pattern from the updated route pattern list 19 
shown in Figure 7 as guide route data and causes the 
guide route storage unit 2 to store this guide route 
5 data. Specifically, for example, the optimum route 
selection unit 35 selects a route pattern conforming to 
the conditions in the route point condition table 18 
most as guide route data out of route patterns from a 
top route pattern in the updated route pattern list 19 

10 to a pattern judged as eligible (in Figure 5, the route 
pattern of the third record corresponds to this route 
pattern). In the route pattern list 19 in Figure 5, 
which is the base of that in Figure 7, the route 
patterns are arranged in accordance of a condition of a 

15 shortest moving time. Thus, the optimum route selection 
unit 35 selects the route pattern of the second route in 
Figure 7, in which a time difference between a departure 
time at a start point and an arrival time at a 
destination (the route point A) is the smallest, as 

20 guide route data. The optimum route selection unit 35 
may select a route pattern in which ah eurrival time at a 
destination is the earliest as guide route data. 

According to the series of search operations for a 
guide route, a route pattern most suitably satisfying 

25 the conditions of the route point condition table 18 and 
the route point condition for genre table 21 is stored 
in the guide route storage unit 2 as guide route data. 
Note that, since a navigation operation using the guide 
route data stored in the guide route storage unit 2 is 

30 the same as that in the first embodiment, an explanation 
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of the navigation operation is omitted. 

As a result, the user can efficiently move from a 
stcirt point to a destination via plural route points by 
holding this navigation device to move such that a 
5 present location overlaps a guide route. For example, 
in the case shown in Figures 3 to 5 , compared with the 
case of the first embodiment, it is possible to move on 
a route in which a departure time at a start point is 
thirty minutes later and an arrival time at a 

10 destination is fifteen minutes eeirlier. 

As described above, in the second embodiment, when 
a proposed route point selected from the proposed route 
point database 11 is open, the selected proposed route 
point is approved as one of plural route points. Thus, 

15 it is possible to prevent the user from being guided to 
a closed route point. 

In the second embodiment, when a proposed route 
point selected from the proposed route point database 11 
is closed, a warning is emitted from the warning unit 32. 

20 Thus, it is possible to inform the user that the closed 
proposed route point is selected as a route point . The 
user can select another route point in stead of the 
closed proposed route point according to the information. 
In the second embodiment, when a route point 

25 condition for each genre of the route point condition 
table for genre 21 is not in a business hour of a route 
point, the route point condition for each genre is 
updated such that the route point condition for each 
genre is in the business hour of the route point. Thus, 

30 it is possible to prevent a guide route for guiding the 
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user to the route point when the route point is not in a 
business hour from being created. 

In the second embodiment , the route pattern update 
unit 34 updates content of a route pattern, which is 
5 judged by the eligible route judgment tinit 22 that a 
route point condition at least at one route point is not 
satisfied, such that the route pattern satisfies route 
point conditions at all the route points. The optimum 
route selection unit 35 selects a route pattern 

10 conforming to search conditions of a guide route most as 
a guide route from route patterns satisfying the route 
point conditions at all the route points. Therefore, it 
is possible to select a more suitable route pattern as a 
guide route compared with the case in which a route 

15 pattern judged by the eligible route judgment unit 22 as 
eligible is directly selected as a guide route. 

In the second embodiment, when a route point at 
which the user arrives at time earlier than a guide time 
as a route point condition is present in a route pattern, 

20 the route pattern update unit 34 delays a departure time 
from a start point of the route pattern such that the 

'h 

user arrives at the route point at the guide time. 
Therefore, the user can, for example, get up late and 
start by time equivalent to the delay in the start time. 

25 In the second embodiment, when a route point at 

which the user arrives at time earlier than a guide time 
as a guide point condition is present in a route pattern, 
the route pattern update unit 34 extends a stay time at 
a route point before the route point such that such that 

30 the user arrives at the route point at the guide time. 
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Therefore, the user can spend longer time at the route 
point where the stay of the user is extended. 
Third embodiment 

A navigation device according to a third 
5 embodiment of the invention I includes, as in the first 
and the second embodiments, the guide route creation 
unit 1, the guide route storage unit 2, the GPS receiver 
3, the map database 4, the cfuide display creation unit 5, 
and the display unit 6. However, the guide route 

10 creation unit 1 is constituted as described below. 

Figure 8 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of the guide route creation unit 1 
according to the third embodiment of the invention I . 
The guide route creation lanit 1 includes the proposed 

15 route point database 11, the route point registration 
point 13 that creates the registration point list 12, 
the route point selection unit 31 that creates the route 
point list 14, the warning unit 32, the destination 
selection unit 16, the route pattern creation unit 17, 

20 the route point condition table 18, the route pattern 
alignment unit 20 that creates the route pattern list 19 , 
the route point condition table for genre 21, the route 
point condition update unit 33, the eligible route 
judgment unit 22, a route pattern update unit 41 serving 

25 as route pattern updating means, and the optimum route 
selection unit 35. 

The route pattern updating unit 41 updates a route 
patteim of a route judged as ineligible by the eligible 
route judgment unit 22. Components of the navigation 

30 device other than the above have the same functions as 



the components with the same names . of the navigation 
device in the second embodiment- Thus, the components 
are denoted by reference niimerals identical with those 
in the second embodiment and explanations of the 
5 components eure omitted. 

Operations of the navigation device according to 
the third embodiment will be explained. 

In the third embodiment, the route pattern update 
unit 41 performs operations different from those of the 

10 route pattern update unit 34 in the second embodiment. 
Explaining the operations with the route pattern of the 
second record shown in Figure 5 as an example, in the 
route pattern of the second record, an arrival time at 
the restaurant at the route point B, which is a first 

15 route point, is thirty minutes earlier than the guide 
tdLme. Therefore, the route pattern update unit 41 
searches for a genre, a stay time in which coincides 
with an adjustment time for the thirty minutes, in the 
route point condition table for genre 21. In the route 

20 point condition table for genre 21^ genres "curry house" 
and "caf6" where a stay time is thirty minutes aire found. 
Subsequently, in the proposed route point database 11, 
the route pattern update unit 41 - searches for a record 
(i.e., a route point) that is on a guide route between a 

25 start point and a route point with a too early arrival 
time and in which "curry house" or "caf6" is included as 
genre data. When a new route point satisfying the 
condition is extracted, the route pattern update unit 41 
updates the route pattern of the second record to a 

30 route pattern including the new route point between the 
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start point and the route point B and adds an arrival 
time at this new route point. 

When there is no genre in which time desired to be 
adjusted and a stay time coincide with each other, the 
5 route pattern update unit 41 may search for a genre 
having a stay time longer than the time desired to be 
adjusted and closest to the time desired to be adjusted 
and adjust an arrival time or the like at another route 
point by an excess stay time at a new route point of the 

10 . genre. Besides, for example, the route pattern update 
unit 41 may increment stay times of plural genres until 
the stay time are equal to or longer theui the time 
desired to be adjusted or closer to the time desired to 
be adjusted and search for the genre among the 

15 respective genres incremented. 

vnien a route point of a genre in which time 
desired to be adjusted and a stay time coincide with 
each other is not present on a guide route between the 
start point and a route point with a too early arrival 

20 time, the route pattern update unit 41 searches for a 
moving route that is a route other than a present route 
between the route point with a too early arrival time 
and a route point immediately preceding the route point 
and has a shortest moving time again. Moreover, the 

25 route pattern update unit 41 searches for a route point 
on the route found again and adds, to a route pattern, a 
route point where time of a sum of a stay time at this 
route point and a moving time on the route found again 
has a smallest difference from time of a sxm of a 

30 previous adjustment time and a moving time causing the 
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adjustment time. The route pattern update unit 41 may 
add a first route point where the difference is equal to 
or smaller than a predetermined difference. 

Besides, for example, when a route point of a 
5 genre in which time desired to be adjusted cuad a stay 
time coincide with each other is not present on a guide 
route between the start point and a route point with a 
too early arrival time, first, the route pattern update 
unit 41 searches for a route point close to a route 

10 between a route point where this arrival time is early 
and a route point immediately preceding the route point. 
Subsequently, the route pattern update iinit 41 may add, 
to a route pattern, a route point where time of a sum of 
a stay time at this route point found anew and time of a 

15 sum of a total moving time through the route point found 
anew has a smallest difference from time of a sum of a 
previous adjustment time and a moving time causing the 
adjustment time. Even in this case, the route pattern 
update unit 41 may add a first route point where the 

20 difference is equal to or smaller than a predetermined 
difference . 

According to such update processing by the route 
pattern update unit 41, the route pattern list 19 in 
Figure 5 is updated. The eligible route judgment unit 
25 22 judges the route pattern of the third record in the 
route pattern list 19 in Figure 5 as eligible. 

The optimxim route selection unit 35 selects one 
route pattern as guide route data from this route 
pattern list 19 updated and causes the guide route 
30 storage unit 2 to store this guide route data. 
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Specifically, for example, the optimum route selecting 
unit 35 selects, as guide route data, a route pattern 
with an earliest arrival time at a destination out of 
route patterns from a top route pattern in the updated 
5 route pattern list 19 to a route pattern judged as 
eligible by the eligible route judgment unit 22. 

According to the series of search operations for a 
guide route, in the guide route storage unit 2, a route 
pattern most suitably satisfying the conditions of the 

10 route point condition table 18 and the route point 
condition table for genre 21 is stored as guide route 
data. Note that, since other operations are the same as 
those in the second embodiment, explanations of the 
operations are omitted. 

15 As a result, the user can efficiently move from a 

start point to a destination via plural route points by 
holding this navigation device to move such that a 
present location overlaps a guide route. Moreover, 
unlike the second embodiment, the user does not spend 

20 time more than stay times in the respective route points 
and can effectively use time through a route point added 
anew using an adjusted time. 

As described above , in the third embodiment , when 
a route point at which the user arrives at time earlier 

25 than a guide time as a route point condition is present 
in a route pattern, the route pattern update unit 41 
adds a new route point to the route pattern such that 
the user arrives at the route point at the guide time. 
Therefore, it is possible to create a guide route in 

30 which the user effectively utilizes time by passing 
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through the route point added. 
Fourth embodiment 

A navigation device according to a fourth 
embodiment of the invention I includes, as in the first 
5 to the third embodiments, the guide route creation unit 
1, the guide route storage unit 2, the GPS receiver 3, 
the map database 4, the guide display creation unit 5, 
and the display unit 6. However, the guide route 
creation unit 1 is constituted as described below. 

10 Figure 9 is a block diagram showing a detailed 

constitution of the guide route creation unit 1 
according to the fourth embodiment of the invention I. 
The guide route creation unit 1 includes the proposed 
route point database 11, the route point registration 

15 unit 13 that creates the registered point list 12, the 
route point selection unit 31 that creates the route 
point list 14, the warning unit 32, the destination 
selection unit 16, the route pattern creation unit 17, 
the route point condition table 18, the route pattern 

20 alignment unit 20 that creates the route pattern list 19, 
the route point condition table for genre 21, the route 
point condition update unit 33, the eligible route 
judgment unit 22, a route pattern update unit 51 serving 
as route pattern updating means, and the optimum route 

25 selection unit 35. 

The route pattern update unit 51 updates a route 
pattern of a route judged as ineligible by the eligible 
route judgment unit 22. Components of the navigation 
device other than the above have the same functions as 

30 the components with the same names of the navigation 
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device in the second embodiment. Thus, the components 
are denoted by reference numerals identical with those 
in the second embodiment and explanations of the 
components are omitted, 
5 Operations of the navigation device according to 

the fourth embodiment will be explained* 

In the fourth embodiment, the route pattern update 
unit 51 judges that, when an cirri val time at a first 
route point is earlier than a guide time of a genre of 

10 the route point, for exaimple, time of a start point is 
set prior to route secirch and, when latitude and 
longitude data of a present position outputted by the 
GPS receiver 3 and latitude and longitude data of a 
start point of a route pattern coincide with each other, 

15 a user is searching for a route on which the user is 
about to travel. The route pattern update unit 51 
searches for a new route point on a route between the 
start point and the first route point as explained in 
the third embodiment and adds this new route point to 

20 the route pattern. When the route pattern update unit 
51 does not judge that the user is secirching for a route 
on which the user is about to travel, the route pattern 
update unit 51 delays a departure time at the start 
point by time equivalent to a difference between the 

25 arrival time and the guide time as explained in the 
second embodiment. 

Consequently, the new route point is added to the 
route pattern immediately before departure and the 
departure time is reset in the case of a planning stage. 

30 When adjustment of an arrival time or the like is 



- 51 - 



necesscory at route points other than the route point, 
the route pattern update unit 51 updates the route 
pattern such that stay times at route points ahead of 
the route point within a range of stayable time data* 
5 When the arrival time is not made equal to the guide 
time by this adjustment, the route pattern update unit 
51 searches for a new route point on a route up to the 
route point where the arrival time is not included in 
the range of the guide time and adds this new route 

10 point to the route pattern. When there is not route 
point where it is possible to perform the time 
adjustment among route points before the route point 
where adjustment of the eirrival time is necessary, the 
route pattern update unit 51 searches for a new route 

15 point on a route up to the route point where the arrival 
time is not included in the range- of the guide time and 
adds this new route point to the route pattern • 

According to such update processing by the route 
pattern update unit 51, the route pattern list 19 is 

20 updated. 

The optimum route selection unit 35 selects one 
route pattern from this update route pattern list 19 as 
guide route data and causes the guide route storage unit 
2 to store this guide route data. Specifically, for 

25 example, the optimum route selection unit 35 selects a 
route pattern selects, as guide route data, a route 
pattern with an earliest arrival time at a destination 
out of route patterns from a top route pattern in the 
updated route pattern list 19 to a route pattern judged 

30 as eligible by the eligible route judgment unit 22. 
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According to the series of search operations for a 
guide route, in the guide route storage unit 2, a route 
pattern most suitably satisfying the conditions of the 
route point condition table 18 and the route point 
5 condition table for genre 21 is stored as guide route 
data. Note that, since other navigation operations are 
the same as those in the second embodiment, explanations 
of the navigation operations are omitted. 

As a result, the user can efficiently move from a 

10 start point to a destination via plural route points by 
holding this navigation device to move such that a 
present location overlaps a guide route. Moreover, when 
the user is searching for a route on which the user is 
about to travel, the navigation device can guide the 

15 user to a route on which the user effectively use time 
through a route point added anew using adjustment time. 
In the case of a planning stage, the navigation device 
can guide the user to a route on which a stay time is 
delayed. 

20 As described above, according to the fourth 

embodiment, in the case in which a route point at which 
the user arrives at time earlier than a guide time as a 
route point condition is present in a route pattern, 
when the user is searching for a guide route on which 

25 the user is about start, the route pattern update unit 
51 adds a new route point to the route pattern such that 
the user arrives at the route point at the guide time, 
vnien the user is at a planning stage, the route pattern 
update unit 51 delays a departure time from a start 

30 point of the route pattern such that the user arrives at 
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the route point at the guide time. Therefore, the user 
can find a route according to a situation in which the 
user is searching for a route. 
Fifth embodiment 
5 A navigation device according to a fifth 

embodiment of the invention I includes, as in the first 
to the fourth embodiments, the guide route creation unit 
1 , the guide route storage unit 2 , the GPS receiver 3 , 
the map database 4, the guide display creation unit 5, 

10 and the display unit 6. However, the guide route 
creation unit 1 is constituted as described below. 

Figure 10 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of the guide route creation unit 1 
according to the fifth embodiment of the invention I. 

15 The guide route creation unit 1 includes the proposed 
route point database 11, the route point registration 
unit 13, the route point selection unit 15, the 
destination selection unit 16, the route pattern 
creation unit 17, the route point condition table 18, 

20 the route pattern alignment unit 20, the route point 
condition table for genre 21, and an eligible route 
judgment unit 61. 

The eligible route judgment unit 61 extracts one 
route pattern out of plural route patterns in the route 

25 pattern list 19 as guide route data and causes the guide 
route storage unit 2 to store the guide route data. 
Components of the navigation device other than the above 
have the same functions as the components with the same 
names of the navigation device in the first embodiment. 

30 Thus, the components are denoted by reference numerals 
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identical with those in the first embodiment emd 
explanations of the components aire omitted. 

Operations of the navigation device according to 
the fifth embodiment will be explained. 
5 When a name of a proposed route point or a neone of 

a place registered by a user is selected by the user on 
the basis of display on the display unit 6, the route 
point selection unit 15 of the guide route creation unit 
1 registers a record of this proposed route point or a 

10 registered point in the route point list 14. The 
destination selection unit 16 selects one route point 
out of plural route points registered in the route point 
list 14 as a destination. The route pattern creation 
unit 17 creates plural route patterns leading from a 

15 start point to the destination through all the route 
points registered in the route point list 14 . The route 
pattern alignment unit 20 creates the route pattern list 
19 in which the plural route patterns created by the 
route pattern creation unit 17 are arremged in a 

20 predetermined order. The plural route patterns are 
arranged in the route pattern list 19 in an order 
complying with the conditions in the route point 
condition table 18. 

The eligible route judgment unit 61 judges whether 

25 the plural route patterns registered in the route 
pattern list 19 conform to the conditions in the route 
point condition table for genre 21 in cin order from a 
top route pattern in the route pattern list 19. The 
eligible route judgment unit 61 causes the guide route 

30 storage unit 2 to store a first route pattern conforming 
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to the conditions in the route point condition table for 
genre 21. 

Specifically, for example, first, concerning each 
of the route patterns, the eligible route judgment unit 
5 61 judges whether route points of a genre marked "O 
(conforming)" in the food and drink genre data in the 
route point condition table for genre 21 in Figure 4 
continue- When route points of the genre marked " O 
(conforming)" continue, the eligible route judgment unit 
10 61 judges that the route pattern does not conform to the 
condition. 

vmen route points of the genre marked " O 
(conforming)" do not continue, further, concerning the 
route pattern, the eligible route judgment unit 61 

15 compares arrival times at the respective route points 
and guide time data of the route points. The eligible 
route judgment unit 61 judges that a route pattern in 
which the arrival times at all the route points satisfy 
the guide time data corresponding to the respective 

20 arrival times conform to the conditions in the route 
point condition table for genre 21 in Figure 4. The 
eligible route judgment unit 61 causes the guide route 
storage unit 2 to store the route pattern conforming to 
the conditions . 

25 According to the series of search operations for a 

guide route, a route pattern most suitably satisfying 
the conditions in the route point condition table 18 and 
the route point condition table for genre 21 are stored 
in the guide route storage unit 2 as guide route data. 

30 A navigation operation using the guide route data stored 
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in the guide route storage unit 2 is the same as that in 
the first embodiment. An explcination of the navigation 
operation is omitted. 

As a result, the user can efficiently move from a 
start point to a destination via plural route points by- 
holding this navigation device to move such that a 
present location overlaps a guide route. Moreover, 
since route points of the food and drink genre do not 
continue, it is possible to guide the user to a 
preferable route pattern in which route points for 
taking a rest and other route points are alternately 
located . 

In the fifth embodiment, a route patteim judged as 
eligible by the eligible route judgment unit 61 is 
selected as guide route data. However, it is also 
possible that, as in the second to the fourth embodiment, 
a route pattern judged as ineligible is updated by the 
route pattern update unit and the optimxim route 
selection unit selects a route pattern from the updated 
route pattern list 19 as guide route data. In 
particular, in the case of a route pattern judged as 

ineligible because route points of a genre marked " O 
(conforming)" continue, the route pattern update unit 
only has to update the route pattern to add route points 
of a genre marked " X (non-conf orming) " among these 
continuing route points. Arrival times at the other 
route points may be adjusted to conform to guide times 
according to the route pattern to be added. 

In the fifth embodiment, as shown in Figure 4, all 
restaurants of "restaurant", "curry house", and "caf6" 
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are marked "O (conforming)" in common. However, besides, 
for example, it is also possible that "caf6" is 
classified into a genre "coffee shop" to prohibit route 
points of "caf6" and coffee shops from continuing and 
5 permit the route points of "caf6" and route points of 
"restaurant" and "curry shop" to continue. 

Moreover, in the fifth embodiment, it is judged by 
the eligible route judgment unit 61 whether route points 
of a genre marked "O (conforming)" continue in a route 
10 pattern. However, besides, for example, it is also 
possible that the route pattern creation unit 17 does 
not create a route pattern in which route points of a 

genre marked "O (conforming)" continue. 

As described above, in the fifth embodiment, the 

15 eligible route judgment unit 61 judges whether a route 
pattern continuously passes through route points of the 
food and drink genre. Only when the route pattern does 
not continuously pass through the route points of the 
food and drink genre, the eligible route judgment unit 

20 61 selects the route pattern as a guide route. 
Therefore, it is possible to prevent a route pattern in 
which route points of the food emd drink genre continue 
from being selected as a guide route. 
Sixth embodiment 

25 A navigation device according to a sixth 

embodiment of the invention I includes, as in the first 
to the fifth embodiments, the guide route creation unit 
1 , the guide route storage unit 2 , the GPS receiver 3 , 
the map database 4, the guide display creation unit 5, 

30 and the display unit 6. However, the guide route 
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creation unit 1 is constituted as described below. 

Figure 11 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of the guide route creation unit 1 
according to the sixth embodiment of the invention I. 
5 The guide route creation unit 1 includes the proposed 
route point database 11, the route point registration 
unit 13 that creates the registered point list 12, the 
route point selection unit 31 that creates the route 
point list 14, the warning unit 32, the destination 

10 selection unit 16, the route pattern creation unit 17, 
the route point condition table 18, the route pattern 
alignment unit 20 that creates the route pattern list 19, 
the route point condition table for genre 21, the route 
point condition update unit 33^ the eligible route 

15 judgment unit 22, the route pattern update unit 51, and 
a route display selection unit 71 serving as selecting 
means • 

The route display selection unit 71 causes the 
display unit 6 serving as display means to display one 

20 or more route patterns among the plural route patterns 
registered in the route pattern list 19 and causes the 
guide route storage unit 2 to store a route pattern 
selected according to this display as guide route data. 
Components of the navigation device other than the above 

25 have the same functions as the components with the same 
names of the navigation device in the fifth embodiment. 
Thus, the components are denoted by reference numerals 
identical with those in the fifth embodiment and 
explanations of the components are omitted. 

30 Operations of the navigation device aiccording to 
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the sixth embodiment will be explained* 

The eligible route judgment unit 22 judges whether* 
the plural route patterns registered in the route 
pattern list 19 conform to the conditions in the route 
5 point condition table for genre 21 in order from a top 
route pattern in the route pattern list 19. The route 
pattern update unit 51 updates a route pattern of a 
route judges as ineligible by the eligible route 
judgment unit 22 to conform to the conditions in the 

10 route point condition table for genre 21. Specifically, 
the route pattern update unit 51 adds a route point to 
the route pattern or delay a depeirture time in the route 
pattern. Consequently, a route from the top route 
pattern in the route pattern list 19 to a route pattern 

15 judged as eligible by the eligible route judgment unit 
22 conforms to the conditions in the route point 
condition table for genre 21. 

The route display selection unit 71 causes the 
display unit 6 to display an image of a selection screen 

20 for a route pattern. Figure 12 shows an example of a 
selection screen displayed on the display unit 6 in the 
sixth embodiment of the invention. In the selection 
screen in Figure 12, a display image of two route 
patterns is displayed at upper and lower two stages. In 

25 the display image of the respective route patterns, a 
start point (S in Figure 12) and plural route points are 
arranged in a routing order of the points from the left 
side to the right side and arrival times at the 
respective route points and stay times at the route 

30 points are allocated. Departure tJLmes from the route 
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points may be displayed instead of the stay times at the 
route points • In this way, the route display selection 
unit 71 causes the display unit 6 to display two or more 
route patterns among the plural route patterns 
registered in the route pattern list 19. 

Various methods are conceivable as a method of 
allocating the two or more route patterns to the 
selection screen. For example, the route display 
selection unit 71 may allocate and display the plural 
route patterns in one selection screen as shown in 
Figure 12 or may switch and display a selection screen 
for each route pattern. For example, in the case in 
which the plural route patterns are displayed in one 
selection screen, when a size of the selection screen is 
larger than a screen size of the display unit 6, a 
scroll bar scrolling on a screen only has to be 
displayed together with the route patterns or the 
selection screen only has to be divided into each screen 
size of the display unit 6 and displayed. 

The route display selection unit 71 may cause the 
display unit 6 to display all of the plural route 
patterns registered in the route pattern list 19 or may 
cause the display unit 6 to display only a part of the 
route patterns. The route display selection unit 71 may 
cause the display unit 6 to display the plural route 
patterns in the order in the route pattern list 19 or 
may cause the display unit 6 to display the route 
patterns in order from one conforming to the conditions 
in the route point condition table for genre 21, for 
example, in order from one with an earliest arrival time 



at a final destination* 

When only a part of the plural route patterns 
registered in the route pattern list 19 are displayed, 
the route display selection unit 71 may cause the 
display unit 6 to display only a route pattern 
conforming to the conditions in the route point 
condition table for genre 21 or may cause the display 
unit 6 to display route patterns conforming to the 
conditions and route patterns not conforming to the 
conditions in a mixed state. 

When the route display selection unit 71 causes 
the display unit 6 to display route patterns conforming 
to the conditions in the route point condition table for 
genre 21 and route patterns not conforming to the 
conditions in a mixed state, it is advisable that the 
route display selection unit 71 causes the display unit 
2 to display the route patterns not conforming to the 
conditions in the route point condition table for genre 
21 in a display state (e.g., a color) different from a 
display state of the route patterns conforming to the 
conditions at least in a place where the conditions are 
not satisfied. Consequently, the user can visually 
distinguish the route patterns conforming to the 
conditions in the route point condition table for genre 
21 and the route patterns not conforming to the 
conditions easily. 

For the plural route patterns registered in the 
route pattern list 19, the route display selection unit 
71 may cause the display unit 6 to display plural 
display conditions (categories) such as an order of 
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earliness, cui order of Inexpenslveness , cind an order of 
excellence of scenery as tags or the like of a GUI 
(Graphical User Interface) and cause the display unit 6 
to display plural route patterns selected from the route 
pattern list 19 according to the tags in an order of the 
display conditions. 

When the user selects one route pattern according 
to the display on the display unit 6, the route display 
selection unit 71 causes the guide route storage unit 2 
to store the route pattern selected by the user as guide 
route data. According to the series of search 
operations for a guide route, the route pattern selected 
by the user is stored in the guide route storage unit 2 
as guide route data. Since other navigation operations 
are the same as those in the fourth embodiment, 
explanations of the navigation operations are omitted. 
The user can efficiently move from a start point to a 
destination via plural route points by holding this 
navigation device to move such that a present location 
overlaps a guide route. 

As described above, according to the sixth 
embodiment of the invention I, the route display 
selection unit 71 causes the display unit 6 to display 
two or more route patterns and it is possible to perform 
navigation in a route pattern selected by the user 
according to the display. Therefore, compared with the 
case in which the navigation device fixedly select one 
route pattern, it is possible to execute navigation on a 
guide route on which the user can reach the respective 
route points in a state the user considers preferable. 



- 63 ^ 



For example, the user selects a route, an arrival time 
at a destination of which is not earliest but has a 
preferable order of routing of plural route points, it 
is possible to execute navigation on a guide route 
5 corresponding to the desire. 

In particular, in the sixth embodiment, the route 
pattern update unit 51 updates a route pattern not 
judged as eligible by the eligible route judgment unit 
22 and the route display selection unit 71 causes the 

10 display unit 6 to display route patterns including the 
route pattern updated. Therefore, for example, it is 
possible to display a route pattern that is not judged 
as eligible in the judgment by the eligible route 
judgment unit 22 but is updated by the route pattern 

15 update unit 51 to satisfy the conditions of the route 
point condition table 18 and the route point condition 
table for genre 21 or a route pattern that is not 
updated enough to satisfy the conditions of the route 
point condition table 18 and the route point condition 

20 table for genre 21 but is updated to satisfy the 
conditions to a certain degree on the display unit 6 and 
cause the user to select a route pattern. 

In the sixth embodiment, the route display 
selection unit 71 selects two or more route patterns 

25 from the route pattern list 19 in which time and the 
like of respective route patterns are calculated in 
advance in the route pattern creation unit 17 and route 
patterns are the route patterns are aligned by the route 
pattern alignment unit 20. Besides, for example, it is 

30 also possible that, first, the route pattern creation 
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unit 17 calculates time and the like for route patterns 
that are displayed by the route display selection unit 
71 on the display unit 6 at a time and the route pattern 
creation unit 17 calculates time and the like of other 
5 route patterns according to operation by the user. 
Seventh embodiment 

A navigation device according to a seventh 
embodiment of the invention I includes^ as in the first 
to the sixth embodiments, the guide route creation unit 

10 1, the guide route storage unit 2, the GPS receiver 3, 
the map database 4, the guide display creation unit 5, 
and the display unit 6. However, the guide route 
creation unit 1 is constituted as described below. 

Figure 13 is a block diagram showing a detailed 

15 constitution of the guide route creation unit 1 
according to the seventh embodiment of the invention I . 
The guide route creation unit 1 includes a proposed 
route point database 81, the route point registration 
unit 13 that creates the registered point list 12, the 

20 route point selection unit 31 that creates the route 
point list 14, the warning unit 32, the destination 
selection unit 16, the route pattern creation unit 17, a 
route pattern list 82 that stores a route pattern 
created by the route pattern creation unit 17, and a 

25 route display selection unit 83 serving as selecting 
means . 

Figure 14 is a table showing a data structure of 
the proposed route point database 81 in Figure 13. The 
proposed route point database 81 has a record for each 
30 proposed route point. In Figure 14, each row 
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corresponds to each record. Each record Includes a name 
of a proposed route point, routing conditions of the 
proposed route point , spot information of the proposed 
route point, and the like. The routing conditions of 
5 the proposed route point include a genre of the proposed 
route point, advisability on setting of a route point as 
a destination, a guide time, and a stay time. For 
example, in a record shown in a first row in Figure 14, 
"Sea Paradise" is registered as a name of a proposed 
10 route point, "amusement" is registered as a genre of the 

proposed route point, "O (advisable)" is registered as 
the advisability on setting of a route point as a 
destination, "10:00 to 22:00" is registered as the guide 
time, and "- (no designation)" is registered as the stay 
15 time . 

The route display selection unit 83 causes the 
display unit 6 serving as display means to display two 
or more route patterns among plural route patterns 
registered in the route pattern list 82. The route 

20 display selection unit 83 causes the guide route storage 
unit 2 to store a route pattern selected according to 
this display as guide route data. 

Components of the navigation device other than the 
above have the same functions as the components with the 

25 same names of the navigation device in the sixth 
embodiment. Thus, the components are denoted by 
reference numerals identical with those in the sixth 
embodiment and explanations of the components are 
omitted. 

30 Operations of the navigation device according to 
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the seventh embodiment will be explained. 

The route point selection unit 31 displays 
proposed route points in the proposed route point 
database 81 and proposed route points in the registered 
5. point list 12 on the display unit 6 and registers 
proposed route points selected according to the display 
in the route point list 14. The destination selection 
unit 16 selects one route point as a destination out of 
plural route points registered in the route point list 
10 14. For example, when five proposed route points shown 
in Figure 14 and a home are selected, the destination 
selection unit 16 selects the home as a destination. 

The route pattern creation unit 17 creates plural 
route patterns leading from a start point to the 
15 destination passing through all the route points 
registered in the route point list 14 in different 
orders. The route pattern creation unit 17 registers 
the plural route patterns created in the route pattern 
list 82. 

20 Figure 15 is a table showing a part of plural 

route patterns created by the route pattern creation 
unit 17 when the five proposed route point indicated by 
A to E in Figure 14 and the home are registered in the 
route point list 14. In Figure 15, three route patterns 

25 are shown in three rows. Each of the route patterns 
includes a routing order of plural route points and 
arrival times at the respective route points. 

The route display selection unit 83 causes the 
display unit 6 to display two or more route patterns 

30 among the plural route patterns registered in the route 
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patteim list 82. Figure 16 is a diagram showing an 
example of a display screen of the display unit 6 based 
on the route pattern list 82 in Figure 15. Three route 
patterns are arranged in three lines to be displayed on 
5 the display screen shown in Figure 16. In each of the 
lines, respective route points from a start point (a 
home) to a destination (the home) are displayed in order 
from top to bottom cmd arrival times at the respective 
route points are displayed in association with one 

10 another. In Figure 16, one route pattern (route) is 
displayed in one line. However, one route pattern may 
be displayed in one row. In Figure 16, three route 
patterns are displayed. However, the number of route 
patterns displayed is not limited to three. 

15 The route display selection unit 83 does not 

simply display the plural route patterns registered in 
the route pattern list 82 on the display unit 6 but 
evaluates the respective route patterns on the basis of 
route point conditions in the proposed route point 

20 database 81 and displays the route patterns in a 
representation corresponding to a result of the 
evaluation . 

Figure 17 is a table showing a result of judgment 
concerning the plural route patterns in Figure 16 . As 

25 shown in Figure 17, an arrival time at a route point B 
(Bay Side Marina) of a route pattern in a second row is 
"10:50", which does not satisfy a route point condition 
(11:00 to 21:00) in the proposed route point database 81 
shown in Figure 14. 

30 As shown in Figure 17, an arrival time at the 
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route point B (Bay Side Marina) of a route pattern in a 
third row is "17:50", which does not satisfy the route 
point condition (11:00 to 21:00) in the proposed route 
point database 81. An arrival time at a route point E 
5 (Chinese Noodle Restaurant) of the route pattern in the 
third row is "10:50", which does not satisfy a route 
point condition (11:00 to 23:00) in the proposed route 
point database 81 shown in Figure 14. 

When a route pattern satisfies route point 

10 conditions of all route points, the route display 
selection unit 83 displays the route pattern without 
reversing the route pattern and displays " O " 
(completely consistent) indicating that an overall 
judgment result is satisfactory on the display of the 

15 route pattern. In Figure 17, a route pattern on the 
left side is displayed in this way. 

When only a route point condition of one route 
point is not satisfied, the route display selection unit 
83 reverses to display the route point and displays "A" 

20 (partially inconsistent) indicating that an overall 
judgment result is partially inconsistent on the display 
of the route pattern. In Figure 17, a route pattern in 
the middle is displayed in this way. 

When route point conditions of two or more route 

25 points are not satisfied, the route display selection 
unit 83 reverses to display an entire route pattern and 
displays " X " (inconsistent) indicating that an overall 
judgment result is inconsistent on the display of the 
route pattern. In Figure 17, a route pattern on the 

30 right side is displayed in this way. 
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Since parts not satisfying the route point 
conditions in the proposed route point database 81 are 
reversed and displayed in this way, the user can easily 
grasp evaluations of the respective route patterns in 
the display on the display unit 6 • Since the plural 
route patterns are displayed side by side as shown in 
Figure 16, the user can compare the plural route 
patterns one another and select a route pattern that the 
user considers most appropriate for the user. 

When the user select one route pattern out of the 
plural route patterns displayed, the route display 
selection unit 83 causes the guide route storage unit 2 
to store the route pattern selected as a guide route. 
As a result , it is possible to select a route pattern 
that is not selected as a guide route under the route 
point conditions in the proposed route point database 81, 
for example, a route pattern shown in the middle in 
Figure 16 as a guide route. 

According to the series of search operations for a 
guide route, a route pattern selected by the user is 
stored in the guide route storage unit 2 as guide route 
data. Since other navigation operations are the same as 
those in the fourth embodiment, explanations of the 
navigation operations are omitted. The user can 
efficiently move from a start point to a destination via 
plural route points by holding this navigation device to 
move such that a present location overlaps a guide route. 

When a route pattern is selected on the selection 
screen for a route pattern shown in Figure 16, the route 
display selection unit 83 may display a detailed display 
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screen with the route superimposed on a map on the 
display unit 6. Figure 18 is a diagram showing an 
example of a detailed display screen for a route that is 
displayed when a route pattern at the left end is 
5 selected on the selection screen for a route pattern 
shown in Figure 16- On the detailed display screen for 
a route in Figure 18, a detailed display section in 
which a route of a route pattern is superimposed on a 
map including the entire route pattern is displayed on 

10 the left side of the screen. Plural route points are 
displayed on the right side of the screen in a routing 
order thereof together with arrival times at the 
respective route point. The map displayed may be a map 
obtained by simplifying or deforming a map of the map 

15 database 4. The respective route points are desirably 
displayed as marking on the map or displayed in an 
enlarged form. 

When an arbitrary part on the map is selected on 
the display screen in Figure 18, the route display 

20 selection unit 83 may display a display screen for a map 
shown in the part selected and a part around the 
selected part on the display unit 6. The map displayed 
is desirably a map of the map database 4 that is a map 
used in actual route guide. The displayed map may be 

25 scrolled. Figure 19 is a diagram showing an example of 
a display screen that is displayed when a location of 
the route point "Chinese Noodle Restaureuit" is selected. 

Moreover, when a route point is selected on the 
display screen in Figure 16 or 18, the route display 

30 selection unit 83 may read out spot information 
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concerning the selected route point from the proposed 
route point database 81 and display the inf orroation read 
out on the display unit 6. Figure 20 is a diagram 
showing an example of a display screen that is displayed 
5 when the route point "Sea Paradise" is selected. 

The spot information may be acquired from a 
predetermined information providing device in a remote 
location via the Internet or the like rather than from 
the proposed route point database 81. In this case, 

10 link information such as a URL (Uniform Resource 
Locator) indicating a location of the information 
providing device at the remote location only has to be 
stored in the proposed route point database 81 instead 
of the spot information concerning the route point. 

15 Information acquired from the predetermined information 
providing device at the remote location may be acquired 
on a real time basis or may be acquired in advance. 
This spot information may be stored in a recording 
medium not shown in the figure such as a semiconductor 

20 memory. 

Since detailed information concerning the 
respective route patterns and detailed information 
concerning the respective route points are displayed in 
this way, the user can select an optimum route suitable 

25 for the user while checking content of the respective 
route patterns in detail. 

As described above, according to the seventh 
embodiment, the route display selection unit 83 causes 
the display unit 6 to display two or more route patterns 

30 and it is possible to perfoorm navigation in a route 
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pattern selected by the user according to the display- 
Therefore, compared with the case in which the 
navigation device fixedly select one route pattern, it 
xs possible to execute navigation on a guide route on 
5 which the user can reach the respective route points in 
a state the user considers preferable. 

In the example in the seventh embodiment, the 
route display selection unit 83 reverses to display a 
part not satisfying the route point conditions in the 

10 proposed route point database 81. However, the part not 
satisfying the route point conditions may be represented 
by, for example, showing the part in a different color 
or enlarging the part. 

In the seventh embodiment , in displaying the 

15 plural route patterns registered in the route pattern 
list 82, the route display selection unit 83 displays 
the plural route patterns on one display screen. 
However, the route display selection unit 83 may display 
the route patterns one by one. 

20 In the seventh embodiment, the route display 

selection unit 83 displays the plural route patterns 
registered in the route pattern list 82 in an order of 
registration of the route patterns. However, it is also 
possible that the plural route patterns registered in 

25 the route pattern list 82 are classified into, for 
example, route patterns satisfying the route point 
conditions and the other route patterns and the plural 
route patterns are displayed by dividing the display 
screen for each of the classifications. Moreover, the 

30 route display selection unit 83 may display tabs or the 
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like indicating the classifications and switch a 
classification to be displayed according to selection of 
the tabs. The plural route patterns may be classified 
into a pattern for traveling around quickly, a pattern 
for traveling around the respective route points slowly 
(e.g., a route pattern created using time obtained by 
adding a predetermined time to a set stay time for each 
genre as stay times at the respective route points or a 
route pattern created using time obtained by multiplying 
a set stay time for each genre by a predetermined ratio 
larger than 1 as stay times at the respective route 
points. In this case, the extended stay times may be 
used for all the route points or the extended stay times 
may be used for a part of the route points, for example, 
the set stay time for each genre is directly used for a 
stay time at a restaurant and the extended stay time is 
used for a stay time at a famous place) , a pattern for 
passing through a place with beautiful scenery (e.g., a 
route pattern arranged to more preferentially pass a 
link with beautiful scenery than other links by 
performing predetermined weighting based on excellence 
of scenery in calculating cost of links) , a pattern for 
making it possible to arrive at a destination late, a 
pattern preferentially using general roads, and the like 
and displayed. This makes it possible to classification 
and selection according to preference of driving of the 
user. When a route pattern that was selected before is 
present, the route pattern may be preferentially 
displayed or may be displayed in a special form 
different from those of the other route patterns. 
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In the seventh embodiment, the route pattern 
creation unit 17 creates a route pattern on the basis of 
the route point conditions registered in the proposed 
route point database 81 and the route display selection 
unit 83 controls representation of display. Besides, 
for example, route point conditions for route search may 
be set by allowing the user to update the content of the 
proposed route point database 81 or causing the user to 
input route point conditions of the respective route 
points at the time of route search. The route pattern 
creation unit 17 and the route display selection unit 83 
may learn the setting or the selection of a route 
pattern by the user and update the content of the 
proposed route point database 81 on the basis of a 
result of* the learning. The learning and the setting 
may be performed for each user or each type of 
passengers of a vehicle. 

In the seventh embodiment, the route pattern 
creation unit 17 creates a route pattern by adding up 
stay times at the respective route points and traveling 
times among the route points. Besides, for example, the 
route pattern creation unit 17 may create a route 
pattern passing through plural route points by, when a 
departure time from a start point and an arrival time at 
a destination are designated, putting stay times at the 
respective route points and moving times among the route 
points in a tdLme frame between the departure time and 
the arrival time. In this case, the stay times at the 
respective route point may be shorter than the stay 
times in the proposed route point database 81. In that 
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case, the route display selection unit 83 only has to 
perform display control, for example, reverse to display 
a route point, a stay time at which is shorter than a 
stay time in the proposed route point database 81. 
Eighth embodiment 

A navigation device according to an eight 
embodiment of the invention I includes^ as in the first 
to the seventh embodiments, the guide route creation 
unit 1, the guide route storage unit 2, the GPS receiver 
3, the map database 4, the guide display creation unit 5, 
and the display unit 6. However, the guide route 
creation unit 1 is constituted -as described below- 

Figure 21 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
constitution of the guide route creation unit 1 
according to the eighth embodiment of the invention I . 
The guide route creation unit 1 includes the proposed 
route point database 81, the route point registration 
unit 13 that creates the registered point list 12, the 
route point selection unit 31 that crates the route 
point list 14, the warning unit 32, the destination 
selection unit 16, an association selection unit 91, a 
route pattern creation unit 92 serving as creating means, 
the route pattern list 82 that stores a route pattern 
created by the route pattern creation unit 92, emd the 
route display selection unit 83 serving as selecting 
means . 

The association selection unit 91 performs 
association of the plural route points registered in the 
route point list 14 pn the basis of operation by a user 
or conditions for association set in advance. 
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The route pattern creation unit 92 creates plural 
route patterns leading from a start point to a 
destination passing through all the route points 
registered in the route point list 14 in different 
5 orders. Concerning the plural route points associated 
by the association selection xinit 91, the route pattern 
creation unit 92 creates a route pattern only for a 
routing order limited by the association. 

Components of the navigation device other than the 

10 above have the same functions as the components with the 
same names of the navigation device in the seventh 
embodiment - Thus , the components are denoted by 
reference numerals identical with those in the seventh 
embodiment and explanations of the components are 

15 omitted. 

Operations of the navigation device according to 
the eighth embodiment will be explained. 

The route point selection unit 31 displays the 
proposed route points in the proposed route point 

20 database 81 and the proposed route points in the 
registered point list 12 on the display unit 6 and 
registers proposed route points selected according to 
the display in the route point list 14. The destination 
selection unit 16 selects one route point out of the 

25 plural route points registered in the route, point list 
14 as a destination. 

The association selection unit 91 associates the 
plural route points registered in the route point list 
14 on the basis of operation by the user or conditions 

30 for association set in advance. Specifically, for 
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example, the association selection unit 91 associates 
the route points such that a route pattern continuously 
passes through a route point "A" and a route point "B" 
or associates the route points to designate a routing 
5 order of the route point "A" and the route point "B" • 

The route pattern creation unit 92 creates plural 
route patterns leading from a start point to the 
destination passing through all the route points 
registered in the route point list 14 in different 

10 orders. Concerning the plural route points associated 
by the association selection unit 91 the route pattern 
creation unit 92 creates route patterns only for a 
routing order limited by the association. 

Specifically, for example, when the route points 

15 are associated such that a route pattern continuously 
passes through the route point "A" and the route point 
"B", the route pattern creation unit 92 performs 
processing for creation of a route pattern only for a 
route pattern passing through the route point "B" 

20 following the route point "A" and a route pattern 
passing through the route point "A" following the route 
point "B" . Besides, for example, when the route points 
are associated such that a route pattern passes from the 
route point "A" to the route point "B" , the route 

25 pattern creation unit 92 performs processing for 
creation of route patterns only for a route pattern 
passing through the route point "B" following the route 
point "A". In other words, for example, in the case in 
which a route pattern passes through four route points A, 

30 B, C, and D, when the route point "A" and the route 
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point "B" are associated with each other, the route 
pattern creation unit 92 performs, regarding "A-^B" as 
imaginary one route point "a" and regarding "B^A" as 
another imaginciry route point "b", processing for 
5 creating all route patterns passing through plural route 
points for combinations of two route points "a, D" 
and "b, C, D" . 

The plural route patterns created by the route 
pattern creation unit 92 are registered in the route 

10 pattern list 82. The route display selection unit 83 
causes the display unit 6 to display two or more route 
patterns among the plural route patterns registered in 
the route pattern list 82. 

When the user selects one route pattern out of the 

15 plural route patterns displayed, the route display 
selection unit 83 causes the guide route storage unit 2 
to store the selected route pattern as a guide route. 
As a result, it is possible to select a route pattern 
that is not selected as a guide route under the route 

20 point conditions in the proposed route point database 81, 
for example, a route pattern shown in the middle in 
Figure 16 as a guide route. 

According to the series of search operations for a 
guide route, a route pattern selected by the user is 

25 stored in the guide route storage unit 2 as guide route 
data. Since other navigation operations are the same as 
those in the sixth embodiment, explanations of the 
navigation operations are omitted. The user can 
efficiently move from a start point to a destination via 

30 plural route points by holding this navigation device to 



move such that a present location overlaps a guide route. 

As described above, according to the eighth 
embodiment, the route pattern creation unit 92 creates 
route patterns passing through plural route points 
within a range of routing order conditions of the route 
points associated by the association selection unit 91 
and it is possible to perform navigation in a route 
pattern selected out of the route patterns. 

In the eighth embodiment, route patterns are 
created after plural route points are associated. 
However, out of the plural route patterns created by the 
route pattern creation unit 17, only route patterns 
conforming to routing conditions in the association 
selection unit 91 may be registered in the route pattern 
list 82 or may be displayed on the display unit 6. 

In the eighth embodiment, the plural route points 
are associated on the basis of the routing conditions in 
the association selection unit 91. However, the plural 
route points may be associated on the basis of genres 
(types) of route points in the proposed route point 
database 81. 

The embodiments described above are examples of a 
preferred embodiment of the invention I. However, the 
invention I is not limited to this. Various 
modifications and alterations of the invention I are 
possible. 

For example, in the embodiments, the route pattern 
alignment unit 20 aligns plural route patterns created 
by the route pattern creation unit 17 in an order 
complying with the conditions in the route point 
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condition table 18 and, then, the eligible route 
judgment units 22 and 61 judge eligibility of the 
respective route patterns in order from a first pattern 
in the route point condition table 18- Besides, for 
5 example, the eligible route judgment units 22 and 61 may 
search for, every time judgment of the route patterns is 
performed, plural route patterns not aligned in 
accordance with the conditions in the route point 
condition table to extract the route patterns one by one 

10 out of the plural route patterns and judge eligibility 
for the extracted route patterns in order. 

In the embodiments of the invention I, it is 
judged, according to a routing order, whether route 
point conditions at the respective route points are 

15 satisfied. However, it may be judged, according to a 
reverse order of the routing order with an arrival time 
at a destination fixed, whether route point conditions 
at the respective route points are satisfied. 

In the embodiments, route points are selected out 

20 of the route points registered in advance in the 
proposed route point database 11 and the registered 
point list 12. Besides, for example, route points may 
be inputted at the time of search. 

In the embodiments, the route point condition 

25 table 18 and the route point condition table for genre 
21 are prepared prior to search for a guide route. 
Besides, for example, search conditions for a guide 
route and route point conditions of respective route 
points may be inputted at the time of route search. 

30 In the embodiments, the guide route creation unit 
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1 is built in the navigation device. Besides, for 
example, the guide route creation unit 1 may be realized 
in a network system that includes a server cuid client 
terminals connected via a network* In this case, a 
5 route pattern of a guide route found by the guide route 
creation unit 1 only has to be stored in a portable 
semiconductor memory such as a memory card by a client 
terminal and used by inserting the semiconductor memory 
in a card reader of the navigation device. Besides, a 

10 communication function and a client terminal function 
may be given to the navigation device to cause the guide 
route storage unit 2 to store a route pattern of a guide 
route using the server apparatus. 

According to the invention I , there . is an 

15 operational effect that it is possible to find a guide 
route that passes through plural route points such that 
a user can reach the respective route points in a 
desired state. 
[ Invention II] 

20 First embodiment 

Figure 22 is a diagram showing a hardware 
configuration of a vehicle -mounted navigation device Al 
according to a first embodiment of the invention II. 

The vehicle -mounted navigation device Al according 

25 to the invention II includes a CPU (Central Processing 
Unit) A2, a RAM (Random Access Memory) A3, a hard disk 
drive A4, a liquid crystal monitor A5, an I/O 
(Input /Out put) port A6, and a system bus A7 connecting 
the devices . 

30 A touch panel A8 that is disposed to overlap a 
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display screen of the liquid crystal monitor A5 and 
outputs a signal indicating a pressed part, a GPS 
receiver A9 serving as present location updating means 
for receiving a radio wave from a GPS (Global 
5 Positioning System) satellite and outputs a value of 
present latitude and longitude, and a VICS receiver AlO 
that receives an FM wave, a light beacon, or a radio 
wave beacon and outputs VICS (Vehicle Information axid 
Communication System) information included therein are 

10 connected to the I/O port A6. Traffic control 
information, traffic jam information, and the like are 
included in the VICS information. 

The liquid crystal monitor A5 may be connected to 
the system bus A7 via the I/O port A6. A speed pulse 

15 generator that outputs a pulse corresponding to speed of 
a vehicle, a gyro sensor that indicates a moving 
direction of the vehicle, and the like are connected to 
the I/O port A6. 

Content stored in the hard disk drive A4 in Figure 

20 22 is shown in Figure 23. 

A program group and a data group are stored in the 
hard disk drive A4 . The program group in the hcird disk 
drive A4 includes a guide route creation program All and 
a route guiding program A12 . The data group in the hard 

25 disk drive A4 includes proposed route point seeurch data 
A13, proposed route point registration data Al4, route 
point condition table for genre A15, route search data 
A16, route search condition data A17, and map data A18. 

It is also possible that the proposed route point 

30 search data A13, the route point condition table for 
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genre A15, the route search data A16, the map data A18, 
and the like are recorded in a computer readable 
recording medium, which can be inserted in and removed 
from the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al, and the 
5 vehicle -mounted navigation device Al reads these data 
from this recording medium. The program group and the 
data group may be recorded in different recording media. 

The proposed route point search data A13 has a 
record for each proposed route point. Information on 

10 one proposed route point is included in each record in 
the proposed route point search data A13. For example, 
a name, a genre, advisability of selection as a 
destination, a guide time frame, a value indicating a 
point, and the like of the proposed route point are 

15 included therein. Proposed route points in the proposed 
route point search data A13 are registered in advance, 
for example, before shipment of the vehicle-mounted 
navigation device Al. For example, restauremts , 

amusement facilities, and the like are included in the 

20 proposed route points. 

Figure 26 is a diagram for explaining an example 
of the proposed route point search data A13 in Figure 23. 
In Figure 26, registration information of each record is 
shown in each row. For example, information on an 

25 accommodation facility named "OA hotel" is included in 
a record shown in a first row in Figure 26. As specific 
registration information of the accommodation facility, 
a name C21 "OA hotel", a genre C22 "hotel", data C23 " 
O " indicating the accommodation facility is selectable 

30 as a destination, a guide time frame C24 "15:00 to", and 
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a value of a point C25 "1234" are included therein. 

A value indicating a point of a proposed route 
point registered in the proposed route point search data 
A13 may be a value based on latitude cuid longitude of 
5 the proposed route point or may be another value 
associated with the value based on the latitude and 
longitude, for example, a value of a map code 
(registered trademark) . Further, the value may be a 
value based on latitude and longitude of the proposed 

10 route point itself or may be a value based on latitude 
and longitude of a point associated with a proposed 
route point such as a car park cooperating with the 
proposed route point. 

The proposed route point registration data A14 has 

15 plural records for each proposed route point registered 
by the user. Information on one proposed route point is 
included in each record in the proposed route point 
registration data A14. For example, a name, a genre, a 
guide time frame, a value indicating a point, and the 

20 like of the proposed guide point are included therein. 
As such a proposed route point, for example, there is a 
home. 

The proposed point condition table for genre A15 
has plural records for each genre. The genre is an item 

25 for classifying proposed route points. Information on 
one genre is included in each record in the route point 
condition table for genre A15. For example, information 
on a name of the genre and a stay time is included 
therein. As a name of a genre, for example, there are 

30 restaurant, famous place, hotel, and the like. 
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Figure 27 is a diagram for explaining an example 
of the route point condition table for genre A15 in 
Figure 23. In Figure 21 , each record is shown in each 
row. Each record in the route point condition table for 
5 genre A15 includes genre data C31 indicating a name of a 
genre and stay time data C32. An initial value and 
values corresponding to the number of passengers and 
types of passengers in a vehicle (a companion or a 
member) constitute the stay time data C32 of each genre. 

10 Specifically, for example, the stay time data C32 

. of a genre "hotel" is constituted by "18 hours" as the 
initial value, "13 hours" in the case in which the 
number of passengers is one, "(blank" in the case in 
which the number of passengers is two and the passenger 

15 type is a lover, "(blank)" in the case in which the 
number of passengers is two and the passenger type is a 
couple, "12 hours" in the case in which the number of 
passengers is two and the passenger type is "with a 
child", "12 hours" in the case in which the number of 

20 passengers is three to four and the passenger type is 
family members, "15 hours" in the case in which the 
number of passengers is three to four and the passenger 
type is family members (a grandfather and a grandmother), 
"13 hours" in the case in which the number of passenger 

25 is three to four and the passenger type is family 
members (with relatives), "(bleink)" in the case in which 
the number of passengers is three to four and the 
passenger type is "neighbors", "(blank)" in the case in 
which the number of passengers is three to four and the 

30 passenger type is friends, "(blank)" in the case in 
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which the number of passengers is five to eight and the 
passenger type is family members, "(blank)" in the case 
in which the number of passengers is five to eight and 
the passenger type is friends, "(blank)" in the case in 
5 which the number of passengers is nine or more and the 
passenger type is family members, and "(blank)" in the 
case in which the number of passengers is nine or more 
and the passenger type is friends . In the case of the 
number of passengers and the passenger type indicated as 

10 "(blank)", the initial value is used. 

The route search data A16 has plural kinds of node 
information and plural kinds of link information. The 
node information is information on a point such as an 
intersection and is constituted by identification 

15 information of the point, a value indicating the point, 
a list of identification numbers of links connected to a 
node of the node information, and the like. The link 
information is information on a route such as a road 
connecting nodes and is constituted by identification 

20 information of the route, a list of identification 
numbers of nodes connected, and the like. 

The route search condition data A17 is data 
indicating search conditions in searching for a 
recommended route, for example, data indicating 

25 selection standards for selecting one route out of 
plural routes such as a shortest distance, a shortest 
moving time, preference of general roads, and preference 
of toll roads . The selection standards eire not limited 
to one standard item cind may be combinations of plural 

30 standard items. 



The map data A18 is data obtained by converting a 
map of a predetermined region such as the entire Japan, 
the Kanto district, or Tokyo into image data consisting 
of plural dots. The respective dots have luminance 
5 information. There are a road map, a housing map, and 
the like as the map. The map data A18 has values 
indicating points of the respective dots of the map data 
A18. 

The guide route creation program All is executed 

10 by the central processing unit A2 to realize a guide 
route creation function in the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device Al. Figure 28 is a block diagram 
showing the guide route creation function that is 
realized in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al 

15 when the central processing unit 2 in Figure 22 executes 
the guide route creation program All. 

When the central processing unit A2 executes the 
guide route creation program All, a proposed route point 
registration unit C41, a route point selection unit C42 

20 serving as route point designating means, a destination 
selection unit C43, a passenger specifying unit C44 
serving as passenger specifying means, a route pattern 
creation unit C45 serving as stay time selecting means 
and route pattern creating means, a route pattern 

25 judgment unit C46 serving as a part of route pattern 
selecting means, and a route pattern display selection 
unit C47 serving as a part of route pattern selecting 
means are realized in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device Al. 

30 The proposed route point registration unit C41 
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registers a new proposed route point in the proposed 
route point registration data A14, changes content of 
records registered in the proposed route point 
registration data A14, and deletes a record registered 
5 in the proposed route point registration data A14. 

The route point selection unit C42 selects 
proposed route points from the proposed route point 
search data A13 and the proposed route point 
registration data A14 as route points and registers the 

10 route points selected in a route point list C48. It is 
possible to register two or more route points in the 
route point list C48. 

The destination selection unit C43 selects a 
destination out of the route points registered in the 

15 route point list C48 . 

The passenger specifying unit C44 outputs 
information concerning the number of passengers and a 
type of passengers of a vehicle- 

The route pattern creation unit C45 creates route 

20 patterns for moving from a start point (e.g.v a present 
location) to the destination via the route points 
(excluding a route point as the destination) registered 
in the route point list C48. The route pattern creation 
unit C45 searches for routes among the start point, the 

25 route points, and the destination on the basis of the 
route search data A16. The route patterns include 
routing order information concerning a routing order of 
the route points and guide time information such as 
arrival times at the respective route points- 

30 The route pattern judgment unit C46 judges 
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propriety of the route patterns created by the route 
pattern creation unit C45 (i.e., whether the user 
arrives at all the route points and the destination in 
an appropriate situation). The route pattern judgment 
5 unit C46 creates a route pattern list C49 cuid registers 
a route pattern judged as conforming to the route 
pattern list C49. The route pattern judgment unit C46 
may register all the route patterns in the route pattern 
list C49 together with a result of the judgment on 

10 propriety. 

The route pattern display selection unit C47 
displays a route pattern registered in the route pattern 
list C49. In this case, the route pattern display 
selection unit C47 displays the route pattern to be 

15 superimposed on the map data A18 according to a request. 
The route pattern display selection unit C47 causes the 
hard disk drive A4 to store a route pattern selected by 
the user as guide route data. 

The route guide program A12 is executed by the 

20 central processing unit A2 to realize a route guide 
function in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al. 
Figure 29 is a block diagram showing the route guide 
function realized in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device Al when the central processing unit A2 executes 

25 the route guide program A12. 

When the central processing unit A2 executes the 
route guide program A12, a route guide unit C51 is 
realized in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al. 
The route guide unit C51 displays a map read from the 

30 map data A18, a present location specified on the basis 
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of present latitude and longitude or the like of the GPS 
receiver A9 , a guide image and text based on a guide 
route data C52 stored in the hard disk drive A4, and the 
like on the liquid crystal monitor A5» 
5 Operations of the vehicle -mounted navigation 

device Al according to the first embodiment of the 
invention II will be explained- This vehicle-mounted 
navigation device 1 registers, changes, or deletes a 
route point, creates a guide route, and actually guide 

10 the user to a route in accordance with the guide route 
on the basis of the constitution described above. 

In registering, changing, or deleting a route 
point, in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al, the 
proposed route point registration unit C41 outputs 

15 display data for registering, correcting, or deleting a 
proposed route point to the liquid crystal monitor A5. 
Consequently, a screen for registering, correcting, or 
deleting the proposed route point is displayed on the 
liquid crystal monitor A5. 

20 On the basis of information created by the touch 

panel A8 according to operation by the user, the 
proposed route point registration unit C41 registers a 
new proposed route point in the proposed route point 
registration data A14, changes information on a proposed 

25 route point registered in the proposed route point 
registration data A14, or deletes the proposed route 
point registered from the proposed route point 
registration data A14. 

Specifically, for example, in registering a route 

30 point, a name, a genre, a guide time, a value indicating 
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a point , and the like of a proposed route point 
registered are displayed on the liquid crystal monitor 
A5. The proposed route point registration point C41 
adds a record for registering a new proposed route point 
5 in the proposed route point registration data A14 on the 
basis of operation position information in an image 
outputted by the touch panel A8 according to operation 
by the user. The value C25 indicating a point of a 
proposed route point registered in the proposed route 

10 point registration data A14 may be directly inputted by 
the user. Besides, for example, it is also possible 
that the map data A18 is displayed on the liquid crystal 
monitor A5 to be scrollable, a point selected by the 
user is specified on the basis of operation information 

15 outputted from the touch panel A8, and the specified 
point is substituted by a value indicating the point • 

In creating a guide route, the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device Al executes guide route creation 
processing. Figure 30 is a flowchart showing the guide 

20 route creation processing in the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device Al in Figure 22. 

In the guide route creation processing, first, the 
route point selection unit C42 selects proposed route 
points from the proposed route point search data A13 and 

25 the proposed route point registration data A14 as route 
points and registers the route points selected in the 
route point list C48 (step SI). 

Specifically, the route point selection unit C42 
causes the liquid crystal monitor A5 to display 

30 information in the proposed route point search data A13 
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and registered information in the proposed route point 
registration data A14 . The route point selection unit 
C42 causes the liquid crystal monitor A5 to display a 
list of proposed route points according to display 
5 operation of the touch panel A8 by the user and selects 
a proposed route point displayed as a route point 
according to selection operation of the touch panel A8 
by the user. The route point selection unit C42 creates 
the route point list C48 in the RAM A3 or the hard disk 

10 drive A4 and registers the route point selected in the 
route point list C48. 

The user can select plural proposed route points. 
When plural proposed route points are selected by the 
user, the route point selection unit C42 registers all 

15 the proposed route points in the route point list C48 as 
plural route points . 

The destination selection unit C43 selects a 
destination out of the route points registered in the 
route point list C48. Specifically, for example, the 

20 destination selection unit C43 judges whether a route 
point selectable as a destination is registered in the 
route point list C48 with reference to the proposed 
route point search data A13 (step S2). When a route 
point selectable as a destination is registered in the 

25 route point list C48, the destination selection unit C43 
selects the route point as a destination (step S3). 
When a route point selectable as a destination is not 
registered in the route point list C48, the destination 
selection unit C43 displays a screen for causing the 

30 user to input a destination on the display monitor A5 
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and selects one route point as a destination accor-ding 
to opfsration of the touch panel A8 by the user in the 
display state (step S4). When a route point selectable 
as a destination is not registered in the route point 
5 list C48, the destination selection unit C43 may select, 
for example, a route point registered last as a 
destination. 

Subsequently, the passenger specifying unit C44 
outputs information on the number of passengers and a 

10 type of passengers of a vehicle. Specifically, for 
example, the passenger specifying unit C44 judges 
whether passenger input is necessary ( step S5 ) • For 
example, when only one route point is registered in the 
route point list C48, the route point is a destination 

15 and there is no place to stop off. Thus, it is 
unnecessary to taJce into account a stay time at the 
route point. Therefore, in this case, the passenger 
specifying unit C44 judges that passenger input is 
unnecessary. When plural route points are registered in 

20 the route point list C48, since it is necessary to take 
into account stay times at the route points, the 
passenger specifying unit C44 judges that passenger 
input is necessary. 

When passenger input is necessary, the passenger 

25 specifying unit C44 displays a screen for inputting the 
number of passengers in a vehicle on the liquid crystal 
monitor A5 on the basis of a GUI (Graphical User 
Interface), specifies the number of passengers in the 
vehicle according to operation of the touch panel A8 by 

30 the user in the display state, and outputs information 
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on the number of passengers (step S6). 

Subsequently, the passenger specifying unit C44 
judges whether passenger type input is necessary (step 
S7 ) . In this judgment on necessity of passenger type 
5 input, processing corresponding to the number of route 
points is performed as in the judgment on necessary of 
passenger input. When input of a passenger type is 
necessary, the passenger specifying unit C44 displays a 
screen for Inputting a passenger type on the liquid 

10 crystal monitor A5, specifies a passenger type according 
to operation of the touch panel A8 by the user in the 
display state, eind outputs information on the passenger 
type (step S8) . 

Subsequently, the route pattern creation unit C45 

15 creates a route pattern on the basis of the route point 
list C48, the destination, and the number of passengers 
and the passenger type in the vehicle (step S9). 

Specifically, for example, first, the route 
pattern creation unit C45 determines a routing order of 

20 the route points registered in the route point list C48. 

The route pattern creation unit C45 sets, for 
example, a present time as a departure time and adds a 
moving time from the start point to a first route point 
to the departure time. This moving time may be a 

25 traveling time of the route found in the route search 
data A16 in accordance with the route search condition 
data A17 or may be a traveling time simply calculated 
according to a distance from the start point to the 
first route point. Time of a result of this calculation 

30 is an arrival time at the first route point. 
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The route pattern creation unit C45 selects, on 
the basis of the Information on the number of passengers 
and the passenger type from the passenger specifying 
unit C44, a stay time corresponding to the number of 
5 passengers and the like from the stay time data in the 
route point condition table for genre A15 and adds the 
stay time selected to the arrival time at the first 
route point . Time of a result of this calculation is a 
departure time from the first route point, 
10 The route pattern creation unit C45 adds a moving 

time to the next route point to the departure time from 
the first route point. Time of a result of this 
calculation is an eurrival time at a second route point . 

The route pattern creation unit C45 repeats the 
15 processing for adding stay times at the respective route 
points and the processing for adding moving times among 
the route points described above until an arrival time 
at the destination is obtained and creates a route 
pattern. 

20 When three or more route points (including a 

destination) are registered in the route point list C48, 
the route pattern creation unit C45 changes a routing 
order of the route points to create plural route 
patterns. When n (n is an integer equal to or larger 

25 than 2) route points are registered in the route point 
list C48, the number of routing orders different from 
one another is n-iPn-i- 

The route pattern creation unit C45 may create 
route patterns for all combinations of the routing 

30 orders or may create route patterns for a part of the 
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combinations. For example, when there are two route 
points close to each other ^ the route pattern creation 
unit C45 does not have to crejate a route pattern for a 
routing order in which a route passes through a distant 
route point between the route points. Consequently, it 
is possible to reduce an amount of processing of the 
route pattern creation unit C45. 

Figure 31 is a table showing an example of plural 
route patterns created by the route pattern creation 
unit C45 in Figure 28. A record of each route pattern 
includes data C61 indicating a routing order of plural 
route points and data C62 indicating arrival times at 
the respective route points. In Figure 31, three route 
patterns passing through the five route points A to E 
(including the route point A as a destination) in Figure 
5 are shown. For example, a route pattern in a first 
row is a route pattern passing through the route points 

in an order of "B^C^D^E->A" . An arrival time at the 
route point B is "10:30", an arrival time at the route 
point C is "12:00", an arrival time at the route point D 
is "14:00", an arrival time at the route point E is 
"15:00", and an arrival time at the route point A is 
"18:00" . 

Subsequently, the route pattern judgment unit C46 
judges propriety of the route patterns created by the 
route pattern creation unit C45 (step SIO). 

Specifically, for example, the route pattern 
judgment unit C46 judges, with reference to data of 
guide time frames in the proposed route point search 
data A13 and the proposed route point registration data 
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A14 (i.e., time frames in which guide is possible, for 
example, a business time freime), whether the arrival 
times at the respective route points match the 
respective guide time frames • When the arrival times at 
5 all the route points match the guide time frames, the 
route pattern judgment unit C46 judges that the route 
patterns are conforming. When the arrival times at one 
or more route points do not match the guide time frames, 
the route pattern judgment unit C46 judges that the 

10 route patterns cure nonconforming . 

The route pattern creation unit C46 creates the 
route pattern list C49 and registers the route patterns 
judged as conforming in the route pattern list C49. 

For example, when data of the three route patterns 

15 shown in Figure 31 is supplied from the route pattern 
creation unit C45 to the route pattern judgment unit C46, 
if the three route patterns in Figure 31 and the guide 
time frames of the proposed route point search data A13 
in Figure 26 are compared, in the route pattern in the 

20 first row in Figure 31, the arrival time at the route 
point B and the arrival time at the route point D are 
not included in the guide time frame. Thus, the route 
pattern is judged as nonconforming. In a route pattern 
in a second row in Figure 31, since the arrival time at 

25 the route point B is not included in the . guide time 
frame, the route pattern is judged as nonconforming. In 
a route pattern in a third row in Figure 31, since 
arrival times at all the route points are within the 
guide time frames, the route pattern is judged as 

30 conforming. Therefore, the route pattern judgment unit 
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C46 registers only the route pattern in the third row 
among these three route patterns in the route pattern 
list C49. 

Subsequently, the route pattern display selection 
5 unit C47 performs processing for selecting one route 
pattern out of the route patterns registered in the 
route pattern list C49. 

Specifically, for example, first, the route 
pattern display selection unit C47 displays the route 

10 patterns registered in the route pattern list C49 on the 
liquid crystal monitor A5 (step Sll). Figure 24 is a 
diagram showing an example of a display screen for a 
route pattern. The display screen shown in Figure 24 is 
a display screen for the route pattern in the third row 

15 in Figure 31. On the display screen shown in Figure 24, 
a start point, plural route points, and a destination 
are arranged to be displayed from the left side to the 
right side on the screen. On the display screen shown 
in Figure 24, names, stay times, and arrival times of 

20 the respective points are displayed as information on 
the respective points . 

On the display screen shown in Figure 24, a 
"before button" image, a "next button" image, a "select 
button" image, and a "detail button" image are displayed 

25 in a lower part of the display screen. When the user 
operates the "before button" on the touch panel 8A, the 
route pattern display selection unit C47 displays, on 
the display screen, a route pattern registered 
immediately before the route pattern currently displayed 

30 in the route pattern list C49. When the user operates 
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the "next button" on the touch panel A8, the route 
pattern display selection unit C47 displays^ on the 
display screen^ a route pattern registered immediately 
after the route pattern currently displayed in the route 
5 pattern list C49. 

When the user operates the "detail button" on the 
touch panel A8, the route pattern display selection unit 
C47 causes the liquid crystal monitor A5 to display 
detailed information of the route pattern currently 

10 displayed. Figure 25 is a diagram showing an example of 
a detailed display screen for a route pattern. In the 
detailed display screen shown in Figure 25, etn overall 
route diagram is displayed on the left side of the 
screen. This overall route diagram is a diagram in 

15 which images of plural route points are allocated on a 
map image based on the map data A18 read from the map 
data A18. On the detailed display screen shown in 
Figure 25, a start point, plural route points, and a 
destination are arranged to be displayed from the upper 

20 side to the lower side on the right side of the screen. 
The user can learn a route pattern in detail on this 
screen . 

When the user operates the "select button" on the 
touch panel A8 (step S12), the route pattern display 
25 selection unit C47 causes the hard disk drive A4 to 
store the displayed route pattern as a guide route (step 
S13) . 

According to the processing described above, the 
vehicle -mounted navigation device Al creates a guide 
30 route. The guide route created is stored in the hard 



- 100 - 

disk dxive A4 . 

In guiding the user to a route in accordance with 
the guide route, in the vehicle-mounted navigation 
device Al, the route guide unit C51 reads, on the basis 
5 of a present location specified on the basis of 
information on present latitude and longitude and the 
like obtained by the GPS receiver A9 , data in a 
predetermined range including the present location in 
the map data A18 and displays a map based on the data 

10 read and the present location on the liquid crystal 
monitor A5. The route guide unit C51 reads data for a 
guide route in the display range in the guide route data 
C52 and displays a guide route based on the data to be 
superimposed on the map. 

15 When a vehicle moves, a value of the present 

latitude and longitude outputted from the GPS receiver 
A9 changes according to the movement . The route guide 
unit C51 updates the display of the map and the guide 
route such that the present location continues to be 

20 displayed on the liquid crystal monitor A5 • 

Therefore, the user reaches the destination from 
the start point via the respective route points by 
moving the vehicle such that the present location moves 
on the guide route* 

25 As described above, in the vehicle -mounted 

navigation device Al according to the first embodiment 
of the invention II, it is possible to create a guide 
route passing through plural route points taking into 
account stay times at the respective route points and 

30 guide the user in this guide route. Moreover, the stay 



- 101 - 



times at the respective route points are taken into 
account as stay times corresponding to the number of 
passengers eind a passenger type in the vehicle. 
Therefore, the user can stay at the respective route 
5 points for the stay times corresponding to needs based 
on the nmnber of passengers and the passenger type in 
the vehicle, arrive at the respective route points at 
desired times, and spend a day enjoying sightseeing, 
meals, and the like to the full at the respective route 
10 points. 

In the first embodiment, stay times corresponding 
to the number of passengers and a passenger type are 
provided by providing plural stay time data for each 
genre in the route point condition table for genre CIS. 

15 Besides, for example, it is also possible that stay 
times at respective route points are inputted from the 
touch panel 8 serving as inputting means an€L the route 
pattern creation unit C45 serving as creating means 
creates route patterns passing through plural route 

20 points using the inputted stay times . 
Second embodiment 

A hardware configuration of the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device Al and data stored in the hard disk 
drive A4 according to a second embodiment of the 

25 invention II are the same as those with the same nemies 
in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al according to 
the first embodiment. The hardware configuration and 
the data are denoted by the identical reference signs 
and explanations thereof are omitted. In the second 

30 embodiment, the guide route creation program All stored 
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iin the hard disk drive A4 is changed for processing 
described below. 

Figure 32 is a block diagram showing a guide route 
creation function that is realized when the central 
5 processing unit A2 executes the guide route creation 
program All in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al 
according to the second embodiment . 

According to the execution of the guide route 
creation program All, the proposed route point 

10 registration unit C41, the route point selection unit 
C42, the destination selection unit C43, the passenger 
specifying unit C81 serving as personnel designating 
means and route point learning means, the route pattern 
creation unit C45, the route pattern judgment unit C46, 

15 and the route pattern display selection unit C47 are 
realized in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al. 
The components other than the passenger specifying unit 
C81 are the same as those with the same names of the 
vehicle-mounted navigation device Al according to the 

20 first embodiment. The components are denoted by the 
identical reference signs and explanations of the 
components are omitted. 

The passenger specifying unit C81 outputs 
information on the number of passengers and a passenger 

25 type in a vehicle. When the route points registered in 
the route point list C48 and the number of passengers 
and the passenger type are obtained in the guide route 
creation processing, the passenger specifying unit C81 
stores the route points and the numbers of passengers 

30 and the passenger types in association with each other 
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in the hard disk drive A4 serving as first and second 
storing means as history information C82 of combinations 
thereof . 

Operations of the vehicle -moxanted navigation 
5 device Al according to the second embodiment will be 
explained. The vehicle -mounted navigation device Al 
registers, changes, or deletes a route point, creates a 
guide route, and actually guides the user to a route in 
accordance with the guide route on the basis of the 

10 constitution described above. Processing for 

registering, changing, or deleting a route point and 
processing for actually guiding the user to a route in 
accordance with the guide route are the same as those in 
the operations of the vehicle-mounted navigation device 

15 Al according to the first embodiment. Explanations of 
the processing are omitted. 

Figure 33 is a flowchart showing the guide route 
creation processing in the vehicle-mounted navigation 
device Al in the second embodiment. In Figure 33, kinds 

20 of processing denoted by reference signs identical with 
those in Figure 30 are the same as those in the case of 
the first embodiment. 

In the guide route creation processing, first, the 
route point selection unit C42 selects proposed route 

25 points as route points from the proposed route point 
search data A13 and the proposed route point 
registration data A14 and registers the route points 
selected in the route point list C48 (step SI). The 
destination selection unit C43 selects a destination out 

30 of the route points registered in the route point list 
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48 (steps S2 to S4). 

Subsequently, the passenger specifying unit C81 
outputs information on the number of passengers and a 
passenger type in a vehicle* Specifically, for example, 
5 first, the passenger specifying unit C81 judges whether 
the user visited a route point included in the route 
point list C48 in the past on the basis of the 
association of the route points and the numbers of 
passengers and the passenger types in the history 
10 information C82 stored in the hard disk drive A4 (step 

521) . When the user visited the route point, the 
passenger specifying unit C81 displays, on the liquid 
crystal monitor 5, a screen for inquiring whether a 
history should be displayed (step 822) • When a display 

15 instruction for the history is outputted from the touch 
panel A8 according to operation by the user (Yes in step 

522) , the passenger specifying unit C81 displays the 
history of the numbers of passengers and the passenger 
types at the time when the user visited the route point 

20 in the past on the liquid crystal monitor A5 (step S23). 
Moreover, when an instruction for selecting one number 
of passengers and passenger type from this history is 
outputted from the touch panel A8 (Yes in step S24), the 
passenger specifying unit C81 outputs the information on 

25 the number of passengers and the passenger type selected 
(step S25) . 

In the case of "No" in step S21, S22, or S24 due 
to a reason that, for example, there is no route points 
where the user visited in the past, the passenger 
30 specifying unit C81 judges necessity of passenger input 
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(step S5) and outputs, according to input of the number 
of passengers and a passenger type, the number of 
passengers and the passenger type as required (steps S6 
to S8) . 

5 When the passenger specifying unit C81 outputs 

information on the number of passengers and a passenger 
"type, the passenger specifying unit C81 separately 
stores the information on the number of passengers and a 
passenger type in the hard disk drive A4 in association 

10 with the respective route points registered in the route 
point list C48- 

Subsequently, the route pattern creation unit C45 
creates a route pattern on the basis of the route point 
list C48, the destination, and the number of passengers 

15 and the passenger type in the vehicle (step S9). The 
route pattern judgment unit C46 judges propriety of the 
route pattern created by the route pattern creation unit 
C45 (step SIO). The route pattern display selection 
unit C47 selects one route pattern out of the route 

20 patterns registered in the route pattern list C49 (step 
Sll) and causes the hard disk drive A4 to store the 
route pattern selected by the user as a guide route 
(guide route data 52) (steps S12 to S13). 

According to the processing described above, the 

25 vehicle -mounted navigation device Al creates a guide 
route. The guide route created is stored in the hard 
disk drive A4 . 

As described above, in the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device Al according to the second embodiment 

30 of the invention II, it is possible to create a guide 



route passing thxough plural route points tcJcing into 
account stay times at the respective route points and 
guide the user in this guide route. Moreover, the stay 
times at the respective route points are taken into 
5 account as stay times corresponding to the number of 
passengers and a passenger type in the vehicle. 
Therefore, the user can stay at the respective route 
points for the stay times corresponding to needs based 
on the number of passengers and the passenger type in 
10 the vehicle, arrive at the respective route points at 
desired times, and spend a day enjoying sightseeing, 
meals, and the like to the full at the respective route 
points . 

In particular, in the vehicle -mounted navigation 

15 device Al according to the second embodiment, when a 
route point that the user visited in the past is 
included in the route point list C48> the number of 
passengers and a passenger type at that point are 
displayed on the liquid crystal monitor A5. The user 

20 can designate a stay time corresponding to the niomber of 
passengers and the passenger type in the vehicle simply 
by performing selection operation in the display. This 
makes it possible to omit input of the number of 
passengers and a passenger type and reduce the number of 

25 times of operation by the user. 
Third embodiment 

A hardware configuration of the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device Al and data stored in the hard disk 
drive A4 according to a third embodiment of the 

30 invention II are the same as those with the same names 
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in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al according to 
the first embodiment . The hardware configuration and 
the data cire denoted by the identical reference signs 
and explanations thereof are omitted. In the third 
5 embodiment, the guide route creation program All stored 
in the hard disk drive A4 is changed for processing 
described below. 

Figure 34 is a block diagram showing a guide route 
creation function that is realized when the central 

10 processing unit A2 executes the guide route creation 
program All in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al 
according to the third embodiment. 

According to the execution of the guide route 
creation program All, the proposed route point 

15 registration unit C41, the route point selection unit 
C42, the destination selection unit C43, a passenger 
specifying unit C91 serving as personnel designating 
means, a route pattern creation unit C92, the route 
pattern judgment unit C46 serving as a part of route 

20 pattern selecting means, and a route pattern display 
selection unit C93 serving as a part of the route 
pattern selecting means and route pattern learning means 
are realized in the vehicle-mounted navigation device Al. 
The components other than the passenger specifying unit 

25 C91, the route pattern creation unit C92, and the route 
pattern display selection unit C93 are the scune as those 
with the same names of the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device Al according to the first embodiment. The 
components are denoted by the identical reference signs 

30 and explanations of the components are omitted. 
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The passenger specifying unit C91 outputs 
information on the number of passengers and a passenger 
type in a vehicle to the route pattern creation unit C92 
and the route pattern display selection unit C93. 
5 The route pattern display selection unit C93 

stores a selected route pattern in the hard disk drive 
A4 as a guide route and stores the selected route 
pattern and the information on the number of passengers 
and a passenger type in a vehicle as history information 
10 C94 in the hard disk drive A4 in association with each 
other . 

The route pattern creation unit C92 has the 
function of the route pattern creation unit C45. 
Besides, the route pattern creation unit C92 reads the 

15 history information C94 in the hard disk drive A4 and 
performs processing for creating a route pattern. 

Operations of the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device Al according to the third embodiment will be 
explained. The vehicle -mounted navigation device Al 

20 registers, changes, or deletes a routfe point, creates a 
guide route, and actually guides the user to a route in 
accordance with the guide route on the basis of the 
constitution described above. Processing for 

registering, changing, or deleting a route point and 

25 processing for actually guiding the user to a route in 
accordance with the guide route are the same as those in 
the operations of the vehicle-mounted navigation device 
Al according to the first embodiment. Explanations of 
the processing are omitted. 

30 Figure 35 is a flowchart showing the guide route 
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creation processing in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device Al in the third embodiment. In Figure 35, kinds 
of processing denoted by reference signs identical with 
those in Figure 30 are the same as those in the case of 
5 the first embodiment. 

In the guide route creation processing, first, the 
route point selection unit C42 selects proposed route 
points as route points from the proposed route point 
search data A13 and the proposed route point 

10 registration data A14 and registers the route points 
selected in the route point list C48 (step SI). The 
destination selection unit C43 selects a destination out 
of the route points registered in the route point list 
48 (steps S2 to S4) . 

15 Subsequently, the passenger specifying unit C91 

outputs, according to input of the niimber of passengers 
and a passenger type,, the number of passengers and the 
passenger type (steps S6 to SB). The number of 
passengers and the passenger type are outputted to the 

20 route pattern creation unit C92 and the route pattern 
display selection unit C93. 

First, the route pattern creation unit C92 reads 
the history information C94 in the hard disk drive A4. 
VHien a route pattern that has plural route points in the 

25 route point list C48 is associated with the number of 
passengers and the passenger type from the passenger 
specifying unit C91 is present in the history 
information C94, the route pattern creation unit C92 
displays, on the liquid crystal monitor A5, a screen for 

30 inquiring whether the route pattern of the history 
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information C94 should be referred to (step S32). 

When a reference instruction for the history is 
outputted from the touch panel A8 according to operation 
by the user, the route pattern creation unit C92 reads 
5 out a coincident route pattern from the history 
information C94 and causes the hard disk drive A4 to 
store the route pattern via the route pattern display 
selection unit C93 as a guide route (step S33). Instead 
of outputting the coincident route pattern from the 

10 history information C94, the route pattern creation unit 
C92 may cause the hard disk drive A4 to store the route 
pattern as a guide route. Alternatively, the route 
pattern display selection unit C93 may perform the 
processing of the route pattern creation unit C92. 

15 When a route pattern that has plural route points 

in the route point list C48 and is associated with the 
number of passengers emd the passenger type from the 
passenger specifying unit C91 is not included in the 
history information C94 (No in step 31) or when the 

20 history information C94 is not referred to (No in step 
S32), the route pattern creation unit C92 creates a 
route pattern on the basis of the route point list C48, 
the destination, and the number of passengers and the 
passenger type in the vehicle (step S9)- The route 

25 pattern judgment unit C46 judges propriety of the route 
pattern created by the route pattern creation unit C92 
(step SIO). The route pattern display selection unit 
C93 performs processing for selecting one route pattern 
out of the route patterns registered in the route 

30 pattern list C49 (step Sll) and causes the hard disk 
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drive A4 to store the route pattern selected by the user 
as a guide route (steps S12 to S13). 

According to the processing described above, the 
vehicle-mounted navigation device Al creates a guide 
5 route . The guide route created is stored in the hard 
disk drive A4 . 

As described above, in the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device Al according to the third embodiment, 
it is possible to create a guide route passing through 

10 plural route points taking into account stay times at 
the respective route points and guide the user in this 
guide route. Moreover, the stay times at the respective 
route points are taken into account as stay times 
corresponding to the number of passengers and a 

15 passenger type in the vehicle. Therefore, the user can 
stay at the respective route points for the stay times 
corresponding to needs based on the number of passengers 
and the passenger type in the vehicle, arrive at the 
respective route points at desired times, and spend a 

20 day enjoying sightseeing, meals, and the like to the 
full at the respective route points. 

In particular, in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device Al according to the third embodiment, a route 
pattern in the past is stored in the hard disk drive A4 

25 in association with the number of passengers and a 
passenger type. When the number of passengers and a 
passenger type inputted by the user coincide with the 
number of passengers and the passenger type in the past, 
it is possible to use the route pattern in the past as a 

30 guide route again without creating a route pattern anew. 
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Therefore, concerning a route point where the user 
visited in the past, a route point where the user visits 
frequently, and the like, it is possible to 
preferentially consider the route pattern in the past 
5 and complete the processing for creating a guide route 
in a short time. 

In the third embodiment, unless all of plural 
route points and the number of passengers and a 
passenger type of the vehicle coincide with those in the 

10 past, the route pattern in the past is not used as a 
guide route again. However, the route pattern in the 
past may be used as a guide route again even when the 
number of passengers and the passenger type do not 
strictly coincide with those in the past. For exeanple, 

15 the route pattern in the past may be made reusable even 
when one of the number of passengers and the passenger 
type coincide with that in the past. 

In the third embodiment, all of a route pattern 
having plural route points cind the number of vehicles 

20 and a passenger type of a vehicle this time coincide 
with those in the past, the route pattern in the past is 
used as a guide . route again without creating a route 
patter anew. However, even in that case, it is also 
possible that new route patters are created, the route 

25 patterns created and the route pattern in the past is 
compared, and a preferable route pattern among the route 
patterns is selected as a guide route. 
Fourth embodiment 

A hardware configuration of the vehicle -mounted 

30 navigation device Al and data stored in the hard disk 
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drive A4 according to a fourth embodiment of the 
invention are the same as those with the same names in 
the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al according to 
the first embodiment. The hcirdware configuration and 
5 the data are denoted by the identical reference signs 
and explanations thereof are omitted. In the foiirth 
embodiment, the guide route creation program All and the 
route guide program A12 stored in the hard disk drive A4 
are cheinged for processing described below. 

10 Figure 36 is a block diagram showing a guide route 

creation function that is realized when the central 
processing unit A2 executes the guide route creation 
program All in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al 
according to the fourth embodiment. 

15 According to the execution of the guide route 

creation program All, the proposed route point 
registration unit C41, the route point selection unit 
C42, the destination selection unit C43, a passenger 
specifying unit ClOl serving as personnel designating 

20 means, the route pattern creation unit C45, the route 
pattern judgment unit C46, and the route pattern display 
selection unit C47 are realized in the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device Al . The components other than the 
passenger specifying unit ClOl are the same as those 

25 with the same names of the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device Al according to the first embodiment . The 
components are denoted by the identical reference signs 
and explanations of the components are omitted. 

The passenger specifying unit ClOl outputs 

30 information on the number of passengers and a passenger 
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type in a vehicle to the route patteirn creation unit C45 
and the hard disk drive A4 . 

Figure 37 is a block diagram showing a route guide 
function that is realized when the central processing 
5 unit A2 executes the route guide program A12 in the 
vehicle -mounted navigation device Al according to the 
fourth embodiment . 

According to the execution of the route guide 
program A12, the route guide unit C51 and a table update 

10 unit C102 serving as stay time learning means are 
realized in the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al. 
The route guide unit C51 is the same as that with the 
same name of the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al 
according to the first embodiment . The route guide unit 

15 C51 is denoted by the identical reference sign and an 
explanation thereof is omitted. 

Present location information output ted by the GPS 
receiver A9 is inputted to the table update unit C102. 
The table update unit C102 updates stay time data in the 

20 route point condition table for genre A15. 

Operations of the vehicle-mounted navigation 
device Al according to the fourth embodiment will be 
explained. The vehicle-mounted navigation device Al 
registers^ changes, or deletes a route point, creates a 

25 guide route, and actually guides the user to a route in 
accordance with the guide route on the basis of the 
constitution described above. Processing for 

registering, changing, or deleting a route point is the 
same as that in the operations of the vehicle -mounted 

30 navigation device Al according to the first embodiment. 
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Explanations of the processing aire omitted. 

In the guide route creation processing, first, the 
route point selection unit C42 selects proposed route 
points as route points from the proposed route point 
5 search data A13 and the proposed route point 
registration data A14 and registers the route points 
selected in the route point list C48. The destination 
selection unit C43 selects a destination out of the 
route points registered in the route point list 48 . 

10 Subsequently, the passenger specifying unit ClOl 

outputs, according to input of the nximber of passengers 
and a passenger type, information on the number of 
passengers and the passenger type. The number of 
passengers and the passenger type are outputted to the 

15 route pattern creation unit C45 and the hard disk drive 
A4 . The hard disk drive A4 stores the number of 
passengers and the passenger type. 

The route pattern creation unit C45 creates a 
route pattern on the basis of the route point list C48, 

20 the destination, and the number of passengers and the 
passenger type in the vehicle. The route pattern 
judgment unit C46 judges propriety of the route pattern 
created by the route pattern creation unit C45. The 
route pattern display selection unit C47 selects one 

25 route pattern out of the route patterns registered in 
the route pattern list C49 and causes the hard disk 
drive A4 to store the route pattern selected by the user 
as a guide route (the guide route data C52). 

According to the processing described above, the 

30 vehicle -mounted navigation device Al creates a guide 
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route. The guide route created is stored in the hard 
disk drive A4 . 

In guiding the user to a route in accordance with 
the guide route, in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
5 device Al, the route guide unit C51 reads, on the basis 
of information on present latitude emd longitude cind the 
like obtained by the GPS receiver A9 , map data near a 
present location and guide route data in the map data 
A18 and displays, on the liquid crystal monitor A5, a 

10 guide screen in which the map data and the guide route 
data are superimposed. 

When a vehicle moves, a value of the present 
latitude and longitude output ted from the GPS receiver 
A9 changes according to the movement . The route guide 

15 unit C51 updates the display of the map and the guide 
route such that the present location continues to be 
displayed on the liquid cirystal monitor A5. Therefore, 
the user reaches from a start point to the destination 
via the respective route points by moving the vehicle 

20 such that the present location moves on the guide route. 

The table update unit C102 monitors present 
location information inputted from the GPS receiver A9 . 
Vfhen the present location information coincides with a 
location (a point) of any one of the route points, the 

25 table update unit C102 starts tdLme measurement using 
time information included in a reception radio wave of 
the GPS. The location information of the GPS receiver 
and the location (the point) of the route point do not 
need to strictly coincide with each other. It is 

30 sufficient to judge that the location information and 
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the location coincide with each other when it is judged 
that a difference between the location information and 
the location is equal to or smaller than a predetermined 
distance . 

5 Even when the time measurement is started, the 

table update unit C102 continues to monitor present 
location information inputted from the GPS receiver A9. 

vntien it is judged that the location information of 
the GPS receiver A9 and the location (the point) of the 

10 route point do not coincide with each other, the table 
update unit C102 measures time during which the user 
stays at the route point using time information included 
in a reception radio wave of the GPS at that time and 
updates the stay time in the route point condition table 

15 for genre A15 with the measured time. 

Specifically, first, the table update unit C102 
specifies a record in the route point condition table 
for genre A15 on the basis of a genre of the route point 
where time is measured. Moreover, the table update unit 

20 C102 specifies, on the basis of the number of passengers 
and the passenger type stored in the hard disk drive A4, 
data of a stay time including the number of passengers 
and the passenger type. The table update unit C102 
updates a value of the data specified with, for example, 

25 the measured time. Besides, it is also possible that 
the number of times of visit to the route point is also 
stored and the value is updated with an average of 
measured times at all times of visit. 

The stay time may be measured according to time of 

30 a timer or the like installed in the vehicle. The stay 
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time at the route point may be time from time when the 
user arrives at the route point and turns off an 
ignition key until time when the ignition key is turned 
on. 

5 The fourth embodiment is a modification of the 

first embodiment. The same modification is possible for 
the second and the third embodiment . 

As described above, in the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device Al according to the fourth embodiment, 

10 it is possible to create a guide route passing through 
plural route points taking into account stay times at 
the respective route points and guide the user in this 
guide route. Moreover, the stay times at the respective 
route points are taken into account as stay times 

15 corresponding to the number of passengers and a 
passenger type in the vehicle. Therefore, the user can 
stay at the respective route points for the stay times 
corresponding to needs based on the number of passengers 
and the passenger type in the vehicle, arrive at the 

20 respective route points at desired times, and spend a 
day enjoying sightseeing, meals, and the like to the 
full at the respective route points. 

In particular, in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device Al according to the fourth embodiment, actual 

25 stay times at the respective route points are measured 
and the stay time data in the route point condition 
table for genre A15 is updated with the time measured. 
Therefore, a value of stay time data in each genre is a 
value corresponding to an actual situation of stay of 

30 the user using the vehicle -mounted navigation device Al. 
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Every time the user visits the route points, the user 
can spend time at the respective route points for a stay 
time more comfortable for the user. 

In this example of the fourth embodiment , a value 
5 of the stay time data in the route point condition table 
for genre A15 is updated by changing the value to time 
measured at a stay point. Besides, the value may be 
updated with a simple average or the like of the value 
of the stay time data registered in the route point 

10 condition table for genre A15 and the time measured. It 
is also possible that an update date is also stored, and, 
when a predeteannined period (e.g., one yecir) has not 
elapsed from the last update, the value is updated on 
the basis of an original value and a measured value and, 

15 when the predetermined time has elapsed, the value is 
replaced with the measured time. 

Besides, for example, it is also possible that a 
stay time is acquired, via a radio communication network 
or the like, from a data server connected to the network 

20 on a real time basis and the stay time in the route 
point condition table for genre A15 is updated with this 
stay time. The stay time in the route point condition 
table for genre A15 may be updated by causing a 
recording medium to store, in advance, a stay time 

25 acquired from the network in a personal computer or the 
like and causing the vehicle -mounted navigation device 
Al to read data of the recording medium. 

Stay time may be stored individually for 
respective route points separately from the route point 

30 condition table for gienre A15. In that case, it is 
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possible to have a general stay time of a genre and a 
stay time peculiar to the route point separately. Thus, 
it is possible to set a stay time corresponding to the 
stay point more carefully. 
5 Moreover, in storing stay times individually for 

respective route points separately from the route point 
condition table for genre A15, it is possible to expect 
a high learning effect even when a learning level is low 
by updating the stay times with the measured time or the 

10 like. In other words, when it is possible to set stay 
times at the respective route points individually, 
classifications of genres in the route point condition 
table for genre A15 tend to cause inconvenience even if 
the classifications are set wider. For example, in the 

15 embodiments described above, genres are set according to 
classifications such as hotel and department store. 
However, it is possible to set genres according to wider 
classifications such as meals (lunch and dinner), tea 
time (10 o'clock and 15 o'clock), and rest (rest room, 

20 tea, and tobacco), shopping, and sightseeing. A stay 
time for each genre based on the wider classifications 
is updated with a measured time or the like. Thus, for 
example, when the user goes shopping at a department 
store, in the shopping at a supermarket classified into 

25 a genre identical with the depeirtment store, it is 
possible to expect a learning effect of the last 
shopping . 

The embodiments described above are examples of a 
preferred embodiment of the invention II. However, the 
30 invention II is not limited to this. Various 
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modifications and alterations of the invention II are 
possible. 

In the first embodiment, the plural stay times are 
stored in the route point condition table for genre A15 
5 of the vehicle-mounted navigation device Al. Besides, 
for example, it is also possible that plural stay times 
are stored on a database separate from the vehicle- 
mounted navigation device Al and the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device selects a stay time by accessing this 

10 database via the Internet or the like. 

In the embodiments of the invention II, the 
passenger specifying units C44, C81, C91, and ClOl grasp 
the number of passengers and a passenger type since the 
number of passengers and the passenger type are inputted 

15 at the time of route search or in the past. Besides, 
for example, it is also possible that IDs of cellular 
phones (e.g., telephone numbers and MAC addresses) owned 
by people who could be passengers are stored in the hard 
disk drive A4 or the like in advance as registration 

20 information and the passenger specifying units C44, C81, 
C91, and ClOl grasp and output the number of passengers 
and a passenger type by communicating with the cellular 
phone or the like owned by passengers by radio. 

In the embodiments, the plural stay times are 

25 classified according to the nxambers of passengers and 
passenger types in the route point condition table for 
genre A15. Besides, for example, the plural stay times 
may be classified according to various classifications 
such as a stay time for each driver of a vehicle, a stay 

30 time for each male or female, a stay time for each 
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fellow passenger group, a stay time for each age, a stay 
time by season, a stay time by day of week, and a stay 
time by time frame. This makes it possible to provide a 
stay time corresponding to a user of a vehicle more 
5 carefully . 

In the embodiments, even when the number of 
passengers and a passenger type are processed as a set, 
the processing may be appropriately performed with one 
of the number of passengers and the passenger type. 

10 According to the invention II, there is an 

operational effect that it is possible to find a guide 
route passing through plxiral route points such that a 
user can stay at the respective route points in a 
desired state. 

15 [Invention III] 

A hardware configuration of a vehicle-mounted 
navigation device according to an embodiment of the 
invention III is as shown in the block diagram in Figure 
22 as in the invention II. 

20 The vehicle -mounted navigation device according to 

the invention III includes a CPU (Central Processing 
Unit), a RAM (Random Access Memory), a hard disk drive, 
a liquid crystal monitor serving as display means, an 
I/O ( Input /Output ) port, and a system bus connecting 

25 these devices. 

The hard disk drive is a data storage device that 
stores programs and data. 

Figure 38 is a diagram for explaining content 
stored in this hard disk drive. 

30 A program group and a data group sltb stored in the 
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hard disk drive. The program group in the hard disk 
drive includes a guide route creation program Dll and a 
route guiding program D12. The data group in the hcird 
disk drive includes point search data D13^ point 
5 registration data D14, point condition table for genre 
D15, route search data D16^ route search condition data 
D17, map data D18, and background color table D19. 

It is also possible that the point search data D13, 
the point condition table for genre D15, the route 

10 search data D16, the map data D18, and the like are 
recorded in a computer readable recording medium, which 
can be inserted in and removed from the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device, and the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device reads these data from this recording mediiom. The 

15 program group eind the data group may be recorded in 
different recording media* 

The point search data D13 has a record for each 
proposed point . Information on one proposed point is 
included in each record in the point search data D13. 

20 For example, a name, a genre, advisability of selection 
as a destination, a guide time frame, a value indicating 
a point, and the like of the proposed point are included 
therein. Proposed points in the point search data D13 
are registered in advance, for example, before shipment 

25 of the vehicle -mounted navigation device. For example, 
restaurants, amusement facilities, and the like are 
included in the proposed points. 

Figure 26 is a diagram for explaining an example 
of the point search data D13 in Figure 38. In Figure 26, 

30 registration information of each record is shown in each 
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row. For example, information on an accommodation 
facility named "OA hotel" is included in a record shown 
in a first row in Figure 26. As specific registration 
information of the accommodation facility, a name "OA 
hotel", a genre "hotel", data " O " indicating the 
accommodation facility is selectable as a destination, a 
guide time frame "15:00 to", and a value of a point 
"1234" are included therein. 

A value indicating a point of a proposed point 
registered in the point search data D13 may be a value 
based on latitude and longitude of the proposed point or 
may be another value associated with the value based on 
the latitude and longitude, for example, a value of a 
map code (registered trademark) . Further, the value may 
be a value based on latitude and longitude of the 
proposed point itself or may be a value based on 
latitude and longitude of a point associated with a 
proposed point such as a car park cooperating with the 
proposed point. 

The point registration data D14 has plural records 
for each proposed point registered by the user. 
Information on one proposed point is included in each 
record in the point registration data D14 . For example, 
a name, a genre, a guide time frame, a value indicating 
a point, and the like of the proposed point are included 
therein. As such a proposed point, for example, there 
is a home. 

The point condition table for genre D15 has plural 
records for each genre. The genre is an item for 
classifying proposed points. Information on one genre 
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lis included in each record in the point condition table 
for genre D15. For example, information on a name of 
the genre eind a stay time is included therein. As a 
ncune of a genre, for example, there are restaurant, 
5 famous place, hotel, and the like* 

Figure 39 is a diagram for explaining an example 
of the point condition table for genre D15 in Figure 38. 
In Figure 39, each record is shown in each row. Each 
record in the point condition table for genre D15 

10 includes genre data indicating a name of a genre and 
stay time data. For example, in a record shown in a 
first row in Figure 39, "hotel" is set as a name of a 
genre and "18 hours" is set as stay time data. 

The route search data D16 has plural kinds of node 

15 information and plural kinds of link information. The 
node information is information on a point such as an 
intersection and is constituted by identification 
information of the point, a value indicating the point, 
a list of identification numbers of links connected to a 

20 node of the node information, and the like. The link 
information is information on a route such as a road for 
connecting nodes and is constituted by identification 
information of the route, a list of identification 
numbers of the nodes connected, and the like. 

25 The route search condition data D17 is data 

indicating search conditions in searching for a 
recommended route, for example, data indicating 
selection standards for selecting one route out of 
plural routes such as a shortest distance, a shortest 

30 moving time, preference of general roads, and preference 
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of toll roads . The selection standards are not limited 
to one standard item and may be combinations of plural 
standard items. 

The map data D18 is data obtained by converting a 
5 map of a predetermined region such as the entire Japan, 
the Kanto district, or Tokyo into image data consisting 
of plural dots. The respective dots have luminance 
information. There are a road map, a housing map, and 
the like as the map. The map data D18 has values 
10 indicating points of the respective dots of the map data 
D18. 

The background color table D19 is a table that 
stores colors forming the basis in displaying a guide 
map D52 described later in association with each time 
15 frame and the like in one day. Specifically, for 
example, blue is designated as a base color in a time 
frame of 6:00 to 17:00 in the daytime and gray is 
designated as a base color in a time frame 17:00 to 6:00 
at night. 

20 The guide route creation program Dll is executed 

by the central processing unit to realize a guide route 
creation function in the vehicle-mounted navigation 
device. Figure 40 is a block diagram showing the guide 
route creation function that is realized in the vehicle- 

25 mounted navigation device when the central processing 
unit (CPU) in Figure 22 executes the guide route 
creation program Dll. 

When the central processing unit executes the 
guide route creation program Dll, a proposed point 

30 registration unit D21, a point selection unit D22 
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serving as point selecting means, a destination 
selection unit D23, a route pattern creation unit D24 
serving as route pattern creating means, a route pattern 
judgment unit D25, and a route pattern display selection 
5 unit D26 are realized in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device . 

The proposed point registration unit D21 registers 
a new proposed point in the point registration data D14, 
changes content of records registered in the point 

10 registration data D14, and deletes a record registered 
in the point registration data D14, 

The point selection unit D22 selects points to be 
visited from the point search data D13 and the point 
registration data D14 as route points and registers the 

15 points selected in a point list D27. It is possible to 
register one or more route points in the point list D27. 

The destination selection unit D23 selects a 
destination out of the points registered in the point 
list D27. In the following description, points other 

20 than a destination in the point list D27 are described 
as route points when the points are distinguished from 
the destination. 

The route pattern creation unit D24 creates route 
patterns for moving from a start point (e.g., a present 

25 location) to the destination via the route points. The 
route pattern creation unit D24 searches for a route 
from a start point to a first route point, routes among 
the route points, and a route from a last route point to 
the destination on the basis of the route search data 

30 D16. The route patterns include routing order 
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information concerning a routing order of the points and 
guide time information such as arrival times at the 
respective route points. 

The route pattern judgment unit D25 judges 
5 propriety of the route patterns created by the route 
pattern creation unit D24 (i.e., whether the user 
arrives at all the route points and the destination in 
an appropriate situation) . The route pattern judgment 
unit D25 creates a route pattern list D28 and registers 

10 a route pattern judged as conforming to the route 
pattern list D28. The route pattern judgment unit D25 
may register all the route patterns created by the route 
pattern creation unit D24 in the route pattern list D28 
together with a result of the judgment on propriety. 

15 The route pattern display selection unit D26 

displays a route pattern registered in the route pattern 
list D28 . In this case, the route pattern display 
selection unit D26 displays the route pattern to be 
superimposed on the map data D18 according to a request. 

20 The route pattern display selection unit D26 performs 
demonstration of a guide route according to a request. 
The route pattern display selection unit D26 causes the 
hard disk drive to store a route pattern selected by the 
user as the guide route data D29. 

25 The route guide program D12 is executed by the 

central processing unit to realize a route guide 
function in the vehicle-mounted navigation device. 

In creating a guide route, the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device executes guide route creation 

30 processing. Figure 41 is a flowchart of the guide route 



- 129 - 



creation processing in the vehicle -mounted navigation 
device in Figure 22. 

In the guide route creation processing, first, the 
point selection unit D22 selects points where the user 
5 desires to visit from the point search data D13 and the 
point registration data D14 and registers the points 
selected in the point list D27 (step SI). 

Specifically, the point selection unit D22 causes 
the liquid crystal monitor to display information in the 

10 point search data D13 and registered information in the 
point registration data D14. The point selection unit 
D22 causes the liquid crystal monitor to display a list 
of proposed points according to display operation of the 
touch panel by the user and selects a proposed point 

15 displayed as a point according to selection operation of 
the touch panel by the user. The point selection unit 
D22 creates the point list D27 in the RAM or the hard 
disk drive and registers the point selected in the point 
list D27. The user cem select plural points. When 

20 plural points are selected by the user, the point 
selection unit D22 registers all the points in the point 
list D27. 

The destination selection unit D23 selects a 
destination out of the points registered in the point 
25 list D27 . Specifically, for example, the destination 
selection unit D23 judges whether a point selectable as 
a destination is registered in the point list D27 with 
reference to the point search data D13 (step S2). 

When a point selectable as a destination is 
30 registered in the point list D27, the destination 
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selection unit D23 selects the point as a destination 
{ step S3 ) . 

When a point selectable as a destination is not 
registered in the point list D27 , the destination 
5 selection unit D23 displays a screen for causing the 
user to input a destination on the liquid crystal 
monitor and selects one point as a destination according 
to operation of the touch panel by the user in the 
display state (step S4). When a point selectable as a 
10 destination is not registered in the point list D27 , the 
destination selection unit D23 may select, for example, 
a point registered last in the point list D27 as a 
destination. 

The route pattern creation unit D24 creates a 
15 route pattern on the basis of the point list D27 and the 
destination (step S5). Specifically, for example, first, 
the route pattern creation unit D24 determines a routing 
order of the. route points registered in the point list 
D27. 

20 The route pattern creation unit D24 sets; for 

example, a present time as a departure time and adds a 
moving time from the start point to a first route point 
to the departure time. This moving time may be a 
traveling time on the route found in the route search 

25 data D16 in accordance with the route search condition 
data D17 or may be a traveling time simply calculated 
according to a distance from the start point to the 
first route point . Time of a result of this calculation 
is an arrival time at the first route point. 

30 Moreover, the route pattern creation unit D24 
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selects stay time data at the route point from the point 
condition table for genre D15 and adds the stay time 
selected to the arrival timef at the first route point. 
Time of a result of this calculation is a departure time 
5 from the first route point. 

The route pattern creation unit D24 adds a moving 
time to the next route point to the departure time from 
the first route point. Time of a result of this 
calculation is an arrival time at a second route point. 

10 The route pattern creation unit D24 repeats the 

processing for adding stay times at the respective route 
points and the processing for adding moving times among 
the route points and a moving time from the last route 
point to the destination described above until an 

15 arrival time at the destination is obtained and creates 
a route pattern from the start point to the destination. 

When two or more route points (three or more 
points) are registered in the point list D27, the route 
pattern creation unit D24 changes a routing order of the 

20 route points to perform the same time calculation and 
create plural route patterns . 

The route pattern creation unit D24 may create 
route patterns for all combinations of the routing 
orders or may create route patterns for a part of the 

25 combinations. For example, when there are two points 
close to each other, the route pattern creation unit D24 
does not have to create a route pattern for a routing 
order in which a route passes through a distant point 
between the points. Consequently, it is possible to 

30 reduce an amount of processing of the route pattern 
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creation unit D24. 

Figure 31 is a table showing an example of plural 
route patterns created by the route pattern creation 
unit D24 in Figure 40. A record of each route pattern 
5 includes data indicating a routing order of plural 
points and data indicating arrival times at the 
respective points. In Figure 31, three route patterns 
passing through the five points A to E in the figure cure 
shown. For example, a route pattern in a first row is a 
10 route pattern passing through the points in an order of 

"B-^C-s-D^E-^A" . An arrival time at the route point B is 
"10:30", an arrival time at the route point C is "12:00", 
an arrival time at the route point D is "14:00", an 
arrival time at the route point E is "15:00", and an 

15 arrival time at the destination A is "18:00". 

Subsequently, the route pattern judgment unit D25 
judges propriety of the route patterns created by the 
route pattern creation unit D24 (step S6). 

Specifically, for example, the route pattern 

20 judgment unit D25 judges, with reference to data of 
guide time frames in the point search data D13 and the 
point registration data D14 (i.e., time frames in which 
guide is possible, for example, a business time frame), 
whether the arrival times at the respective points match 

25 the respective guide time frames. When the arrival 
times at all the points match the guide time frames, the 
route pattern judgment unit D25 judges that the route 
patterns are conforming. When the arrival times at one 
or more points do not match the guide time frames, the 

30 route pattern judgment unit D25 judges that the route 



- 133 - 



patterns are nonconforming. 

The route pattern creation unit D25 creates the 
route pattern list D28 and registers the route patterns 
judged as conforming in the route pattern list D28. 
5 For example, when data of the three route patterns 

shown in Figure 31 is supplied from the route pattern 
creation unit D24 to the route pattern judgment unit D25, 
if the three route patterns in Figure 31 and the guide 
time frames of the point search data D13 in Figure 40 

10 are compared, in the route pattern in the first row in 
Figure 31, the arrival time at the route point B and the 
arrival time at the route point D cure not included in 
the guide time frame. Thus, the route pattern is judged 
as nonconforming. In a route pattern in a second row in 

15 Figure 31, since the arrival time at the route point B 
is not included in the guide time frame, the route 
pattern is judged as nonconforming. In a route pattern 
in a third row in Figure 31, since arrival times at all 
the points are within the guide time frames, the route 

20 pattern is judged as conforming • Therefore, the route 
pattern judgment unit D25 registers only the route 
pattern in the third row among these three route 
patterns in the route pattern list D28. 

Subsequently, the route pattern display selection 

25 unit D26 performs processing for selecting one route 
pattern out of the route patterns registered in the 
route pattern list D28. 

Specifically, for example, first, the route 
pattern display selection unit D26 displays the route 

30 patterns registered in the route pattern list D28 on the 
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liquid crystal monitor A5 (step S7)* Figure 24 is a 
diagram showing an example of a display screen for a 
route pattern displayed on the liquid crystal monitor A5 
in Figure 22. 

5 The display screen shovm in Figure 24 is a display 

screen for the route pattern in the third row in Figure 
31. On the display screen shown in Figure 24, a start 
point, plural route points, and a destination are 
arranged to be displayed from the left side to the right 

10 side on the screen. On the display screen shown in 
Figure 24, names, stay times, and arrival times of the 
respective points are displayed as information on the 
respective points - 

On the display screen shown in Figure 24, a before 

15 button B41, a next button B42, a select button B43, and 
a detail button B44 are displayed in a lower part of the 
display screen. When the user operates the before 
button B41 on the touch panel, the route pattern display 
selection unit B26 displays, on the display screen, a 

20 route pattern registered immediately before the route 
pattern currently displayed in the route pattern list 
328. When the user operates the next button B42 on the 
touch panel, the route pattern display selection unit 
D26 displays, on the display screen, a route pattern 

25 registered immediately after the route pattern currently 
displayed in the route pattern list D28. 

When the user operates the detail button B44 on 
the touch panel, the route pattern display selection 
unit D26 displays, on the liquid crystal monitor, 

30 detailed information of the route pattern currently 
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displayed. 

The detailed display screen shown in Figure 25 has 
a display frame D51 for a guide map on the left part of 
the screen. An image obtained by superimposing a guide 
5 map D52 serving as a map image, a route line D53 
indicating a guide route, an image D54 indicating plural 
points from a start point to a destination, and an image 
D55 indicating a vehicle and serving as an image 
indicating a position of the vehicle -mounted navigation 

10 device one on top of another is displayed in the display 
frame D51 for a guide map. 

In order to create the Jlmage displayed in the 
display frame D51 for a guide map, the route pattern 
display selection unit D26 reads image data including 

15 plural points and an entire guide route from the map 
data D18. The route pattern display selection unit D26 
compares a departure time from a start point and the 
background color . table D19 to select a base color 
corresponding to the departure time from the steirt point* 

20 The route pattern display selection unit D26 creates, as 
the base color selected, data of the guide map D52 from 
the image data read from the image data D18 . 

The route pattern display selection unit D26 
creates image data obtained by superimposing the route 

25 line D53 indicating a guide route based on the guide 
route data D29, the image D54 indicating plural points, 
and the image D55 indicating the vehicle on the guide 
map D52 based on the data of the guide map D52. When 
the detailed display screen shown in Figure 25 is 

30 displayed for the fist time, the image D55 indicating 



the vehicle is allocated near the image D54 indicating a 
point of the start point. The route pattern display 
selection unit D26 displays this image data generated on 
the liquid crystal monitor A5, 
5 On the detailed display screen shown in Figure 25, 

a start point, plural route points, and a destination 
are displayed to be arranged from the upper side to the 
lower side on the right side of the screen* The user 
can learn a route pattern in detail on this screen. 

10 Moreover, on the detailed display screen shown in 

Figure 25, images of a play button D57, a stop button 
D58, a reverse play button D59, a fast -forward button 
D60, and a rewind button D61 are displayed in the lower 
part of the screen* 

15 When the user selects the play button D57 using 

the touch panel A7, the route pattern display selection 
unit D26 starts periodical update for the image data 
displayed in the display frame D51 for a guide map. 

Specifically, the route pattern display selection 

20 unit D26 serving as moving means moves the image D55 
indicating the vehicle from the start point along the 
route line D53 indicating the guide route. After moving 
the image D55 indicating the vehicle, the route pattern 
display selection unit D26 serving as arrival time 

25 calculating means calculates an arrival time of the 
vehicle at a moving location thereof. Moreover, the 
route pattern display selection unit D26 serving as 
updating means compares the time calculated and the 
background color table D19 to select a base color of the 

30 guide map D52 cuid changes the base color of the guide 
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map D52 to the base color selected. 

The route pattern display selection unit D26 
periodically repeats the processing for moving the image 
D55 indicating the vehicle and the processing for 
5 updating a color tone of the guide map D52 until the 
image D55 indicating the vehicle reaches the destination 
along the route line D53 indicating the guide route. 

Consequently, the image D55 indicating the vehicle 
moves along the route line D53 indicating the guide 

10 route on the guide map D52 and a color of the guide map 
D52 changes according to the eurrival time at the moving 
location of the image D55 indicating the vehicle. In 
the case of the example in Figure 25, the image D55 
indicating the vehicle passes 17:00, which is a 

15 switching time for a background color in the background 
color table D19, on the guide route between the route 
point E and the route point D. Therefore, in a period 
in which the image D55 indicating the vehicle moves 
between the route point E and the route point D, the 

20 color of the guide map D52 changes a color based on blue 
indicating the daytime to a color based on gray 
indicating the night. Figure 42 is a diagram showing an 
example of a detailed display screen of a route pattern 
that is displayed, on the liquid crystal monitor A5 in 

25 Figure 22 when the image D55 indicating the vehicle is 
near the guide route between the route point E and the 
route point D. 

When the user selects the stop button D58 using 
the touch panel A7, the route pattern display selection 

30 unit D26 stops the periodical update of the image data 
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displayed in the display frame D51 for a guide map. 
When the user selects the reverse play button D59 using 
the touch panel A7, the route pattern display selection 
unit D26 moves the image D55 indicating the vehicle to 
5 return to the start point along the route line D53 
indicating the guide route and updates a color tone of 
the guide map D52 according to an arrival time of the 
vehicle at the moving location. When the user selects 
the fast-forward button D60 using the touch panel A7, 

10 the route pattern display selection unit D26 moves the 
image D55 indicating the vehicle to a part close to the 
image D54 indicating the next point on the guide route 
and updates the color tone of the guide map D52 
according to an arrival time of the vehicle at the 

15 moving location. When the user selects the rewind 
button D61 using the touch panel A7, the route pattern 
display selection unit D26 moves the image D55 
indicating the vehicle to a part close to the image D54 
indicating an immediately preceding point on the guide 

20 route and updates the color tone of the guide map D52 
according to an arrival time of the vehicle at the 
moving location. 

Since the color tone of the guide map D52 changes 
according to a moving location on the guide map D52 of 

25 the image D55 indicating the vehicle, the user can 
intuitively learn in which part of the guide route the 
morning comes or the night falls. 

The image D55 indicating the vehicle may be moved 
for each node of the guide route, may be moved for each 

30 predetermined plural links serving as the guide route. 
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may be moved for each predetermined moving distance or 
moving time, or may be moved for each intersection where 
the vehicle should tcike a turn on the guide route. 

It is possible to calculate an arrival time at an 
5 arrangement position of the image D55 indicating the 
vehicle by sequentially adding time required of links 
that the vehicle passed up to the moving location and 
stay times at route points that the vehicle passed up to 
the moving position to a departure time at the start 

10 point in an order of the passage. 

In this case, by moving the image D55 indicating 
the vehicle, for example, for each plural kinds, for 
each predetermined moving distance, or for each 
intersection that the vehicle should take a turn on the 

15 guide route, it is possible to reduce the number of 
times of display of the image D55 indicating the vehicle 
is updated and reduce the number of times of update 
processing for the color tone of the guide map D52 based 
on the movement. 

20 On the display screen for the route pattern shown 

in Figure 24, when the user operates the selection 
button D43 on the touch panel A7 (step S8), the route 
pattern display selection unit D26 serving as route 
selecting means causes the hard disk drive A3 to store 

25 the displayed route pattern as the guide route data D29 
(step S9) . 

According to the processing described above, the 
vehicle -mounted navigation device creates the guide 
route data D29. The guide route data D29 created is 
30 stored in the hard disk drive A3. 
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When the user is guided to a route in accordance 
with the guide route data D29, in the vehicle -mounted 
navigation device, the route guide unit D31 reads, on 
the basis of a present location specified on the basis 
5 of information on present latitude and longitude or the 
like obtained by the GPS receiver 8, data of a 
predetermined range including the present location in 
the map data D18 and displays a map and a present 
location based on the data read on the liquid crystal 

10 monitor A5. The route guide unit D31 reads data in the 
display range from the guide route data D29 and displays 
a route line of the guide route based on the data to be 
superimposed on the map. 

When the vehicle moves , a value of the present 

15 latitude and longitude output ted from the GPS receiver 
AS also chcuiges according to the movement • The route 
guide unit D31 updates the display of the map and the 
guide route such that the present location continues to 
be displayed on the liquid crystal monitor A5. 

20 Therefore, the user reaches from the start point 

to the destination through the respective route points 
by moving the vehicle such that the present location 
moves on the guided route. 

As described above, in the vehicle -mounted 

25 navigation device according to the embodiment of the 
invention III, it is possible to create the guide route 
data 29 of a guide route, which passes through plural 
route points, taking into account stay times at the 
respective route points and guide the user using this 

30 guide route data D29. Therefore, the user can stay at 
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the respective route points for the stay times 
corresponding to needs, arrive at the respective route 
points at desired times, and spend a day enjoying 
sightseeing, meals, and the like to the full at the 
5 respective route points. The user can also arrive at 
the destination at a desired time. 

Moreover, before the user selects the guide route 
data D29, which actually guides the user, out of plural 
route patterns, the vehicle -mounted navigation device 

iO according to this embodiment causes the user move the 
image D55 indicating the vehicle on the respective guide 
routes and view an image in vfhich a color tone of the 
guide map D52 is changed according to an arrival time at 
a moving location of the image D55 indicating the 

15 vehicle. 

Consequently, the user can intuitively learn a 
matter that is less easily grasped simply by displaying 
plural points together with guide times at the 
respective points, that is, in which part of a guide 

20 route the morning comes or the night falls. As a result, 
the user can easily and accurately select a route 
pattern in which the user visits, in the day time, a 
route point preferable for visit in the daytime, a route 
pattern in which the user passes, in a time frame 

25 desired by the user, a route preferable for passage in 
the evening, and the like out of the plural route 
patterns. 

Therefore, the vehicle-mounted navigation device 
according to this embodiment can create the guide route 
30 data D29 that allows the user to take pleasure in a stay 



- 142 - 

time at a point where the user wants to visit and a 
moving time between points as a whole. 

The embodiment described above is an example of a 
preferred embodiment of the invention III. However, the 
5 invention III is not limited to this and various 
modifications and alterations of the invention III are 
possible. 

In the embodiment, the route pattern display 
selection unit D26 changes a color tone of the guide map 

10 D52 serving as a background according to an arrival time 
at a moving location of the image D55 indicating the 
vehicle ♦ Besides, for example, the route pattern 
display selection unit D26 may change luminance of the 
guide map D52 serving as a background according to an 

15 arrival time at a moving location of the image D55 
indicating the vehicle. In this case, information 
associating luminance values only has to be stored in 
the background color table D19. 

In the embodiment, the route pattern display 

20 selection unit D26 changes a color tone of the guide map 
D52 in the daytime and at night on the basis of the 
background color table D19. Besides, for example, the 
route pattern display selection unit D26 serving as 
altitude calculating means may calculate an altitude of 

25 a moving location of the image D55 indicating the 
vehicle and change a color tone and/or lumineince of the 
guide map D52 according to the altitude of the moving 
position. The route pattern display selection unit D26 
may change, when the image D55 indicating the vehicle 

30 passes a tunnel or the like, a color tone of the guide 
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map D52. In this case, altitudes of the respective 
points and color tones of a map image only have to be 
associated in the background color table D19- For 
example, a cold color is used when the altitude is high 
5 and a warm color is used when the altitude is low. 

In the embodiment, in the background color table 
D19, a day is divided into plural time frames in the 
daytime and at night and base colors are stored for the 
respective time frames. The route pattern display 

10 selection unit D26 selects a color of a time frame 
matching an arrival time at a moving location of the 
image D55 indicating the vehicle from the background 
color table D19. Besides, for example, it is also 
possible that not -shown communicating means serving as 

15 acquiring means is connected to the I/O port A5, the 
communicating means acquires weather information from 
the Internet or a radio, and the route pattern display 
selection unit D26 selects a weather matching a moving 
position of the image D55 indicating the vehicle from 

20 the weather information acquired and changes a color 
tone of the guide map D52 according to the weather • In 
this case, weathers at points and color tones of a map 
image only have to be associated in the background color 
table D19. 

25 For example, when a weather in a moving location 

of the image D55 indicating the vehicle is fine, the 
route pattern display selection unit D26 only has to set 
a color toner of the guide map D52 to blue. When a 
weather in a moving location of the image D55 indicating 

30 the vehicle . is cloudy, the route pattern display 
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selection unit D26 only has to set a color tone of the 
guide map D52 to light gray. When a weather in a moving 
location of the image D55 indicating the vehicle is 
rainy, the route pattern display selection unit D26 only 
5 has to set a color tone of the guide map D52 to dark 
gray. 

In controlling a color tone of the guide map D52 
on the basis of weather information in this way, when 
the weather information is provided for each prefecture, 

10 the route pattern display selection unit D26 may execute 
processing for changing a color tone of the guide map 
D52 only when a moving location of the image D55 
indicating the vehicle crosses a prefecture boundary. 

In the embodiment, the route pattern display 

15 selection unit D26 updates a color tone of the guide map 
D52 according to a moving location of the image D55 
indicating the vehicle. Besides, for example, the route 
pattern display selection unit D26 may display, in the 
display frame D51 of the guide map, images indicating 

20 the day and the night corresponding to an arrival time 
at a moving location of the image D55 indicating the 
vehicle, for example, a mark of the sun in a time frame 
in the daytime, a mark of the sun and the horizon in the 
evening, a mark of the moon at night, and the like or 

25 display an image indicating a weather corresponding to a 
moving location of the image D55 indicating the vehicle. 
The time frames may be sectioned smaller than the 
distinction of the day and the night. It is also 
possible that a table of color tones in which weathers 

30 and time frames are combined is created and a color tone 
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corresponding to an arrival time and a weather in a 
moving location of the image D55 indicating the vehicle 
is read out from the table. The route pattern display 
selection unit D26 may change, according to a residual 
5 quantity of gas, which can be calculated on the basis of 
a mileage and fuel information of the vehicle, a color 
of the image D55 indicating the vehicle to blue when the 
residual quantity is sufficient and to yellow when the 
residual quantity is small. 

10 According to the invention III, there is an effect 

that it is possible to intuitively check, in checking a 
guide route before route guide, that is, before 
departure, in what kind of state each point on the guide 
route is when the user arrives at the point. 

15 [Invention IV] 

First embodiment 

Figure 43 is a block diagram showing a 
constitution of a navigation device according to a first 
embodiment of the invention IV. In the navigation 

20 device shown in Figure 43, a guide route creation unit 
El is a section functioning as a guide route search 
device that creates guide route data and is realized by 
a dedicated circuit, a microprocessor that executes a 
program, and the like. 

25 The guide route storage unit E2 is a recording 

medium that functions as storing means for storing guide 
route data and candidates of guide routes. This guide 
route storage unit E2 is realized by a semiconductor 
memory, a magnetic recording medium such as a hard disk 

30 drive, or the like. The guide route storage unit E2 may 
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accumulate guide route data used for guide in the past • 

A GPS (Global Positioning System) receiver E3 is a 
device that receives a radio wave of location 
information from a GPS artificial satellite not shown in 
5 the figure and outputs latitude and longitude data 
indicating a location on the earth of the GPS receiver 
E3, time data, and the like. The GPS receiver E3 
receives radio waves of location information from, for 
example, four or more artificial satellites to output 

10 latitude and longitude data indicating a location on the 
earth of the GPS receiver E3. 

A map database E4 is a recording medium that 
stores in advance map information concerning a 
predetermined place on the earth such as the entire 

15 Japan or the Kanto district. The map database E4 is 
realized as, for example, a portable recording medium 
such as a hard disk drive or a DVD (Digital Versatile 
Disc), a reading device therefor, and the like. The map 
database E4 has display map data in which natural 

20 features, roads, and the like in the predetermined 
region on the earth are imaged, latitude and longitude 
data for specifying an arbitrary location in the 
predetermined region on the earth, and road data for 
route search in the predetermined region on the earth. 

25 The road data for route search includes, for 

example, road attribute data indicating each road 
between intersections and intersection data indicating 
intersections. In the road attribute data, moving time 
data of the road is included together with distance data 

30 of the road. Plural moving time data corresponding to. 
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for example, seasons and time zones may be included in 
the road attribute data. 

A display creation unit E5 is a section that 
functions as guide data creating means for creating 
5 display data for route guide and is realized by a 
dedicated circuit, a microprocessor that executes a 
program, and the like. A display unit E6 is a device 
. that functions as displaying means for displaying 
display data, that is, photographs, figures, characters, 

10 and the like for guide and output means. For example, 
the display unit E6 includes a liquid crystal display. 

An operation unit E7 is a section that is operated 
by a user and functions as inputting means for 
outputting an electric signal corresponding to operation 

15 by the user. This operation unit E7 is realized as a 
hardware switch arranged on a device housing, an 
operation unit display formed by the display unit E6, a 
software switch of a touch panel arranged on a display 
screen of the display unit E6, and the like. As the 

20 operation unit E7, a separate remote controller and a 
communication circuit communicating with the remote 
controller may be provided. The touch panel is ah input 
device that is arranged on the display screen of the 
display unit E6 and an entire or a most part of which is 

25 formed by a transparent or translucent planar member. 
When pressed by a finger or the like of the user, the 
touch panel detects a pressed position and outputs the 
pressed position. Therefore, a user interface is 
constituted by the touch panel and the display unit . 

30 Figure 44 is a block diagram showing details of 
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the guide route creation unit El and the map database E4 
in Figure 43. As shovm in Figure 44, data described 
below are stored in the map database E4 other than 
display map data E21, latitude and longitude data E22, 
5 road data for route search E23. 

Proposed route point data E24 is data of points 
registered in advance as candidates of route points 
selectable by the user* A registered point list E25 is 
data of points additionally registered by the user as 

10 candidates of route, points* 

A route condition table E26 is a table including 
conditions for searching for a guide route leading from 
a start point to a destination via route points (route 
search). For example, a condition such as a shortest 

15 moving time, a shortest moving distance, or minimum cost 
is registered in the route point condition table E26. 
Plural conditions may be registered in the route point 
condition table E26. The condition may be a condition 
obtained by combining conditions concerning plural items 

20 (a distance and time) such as a shortest moving time in 
a range of 150 km or less. 

A route point condition table for genre E27 is a 
table including data of conditions at route points set 
for each genre of route points. 

25 In the guide route creation unit El shown in 

Figure 44, the route point registration unit Ell creates 
data of a point to be registered, adds the data to the 
registered point list E25, and registers the data in the 
map database E4 . Data of a point is constituted by, for 

30 example, name data indicating a name of the point and 



latitude and longitude data of the point. 

A route point selection unit E12 selects, on the 
basis of operation by the user, one or plural route 
points included in the proposed route point data E24 eind 
5 the registered point list E25 and creates a route point 
list constituted by those route points. This route 
point selection unit E12 functions as route point 
designating means . A destination selection unit E14 
selects, on the basis of operation by the user, one of 
10 the route points included in the route point list as a 
destination. 

A route pattern creation unit E13 functions as 
search means for creating a route pattern on the basis 
of the route point list and searching for a route 
15 passing through the respective route points along the 
route pattern. A road information receiver E15 is a 
receiver that receives road information according to a 
Vies (Vehicle Information and Communication System) or 
the like. 

20 ' A route pattern alignment unit E16 arranges one or 
plural route patterns created by the route pattern 
creation unit E13 in accordance with the conditions in 
the route condition table E26 to create a route pattern 
list. 

25 An eligible route judgment unit E17 functions as 

judging means for judging whether the respective route 
patterns in the route pattern list satisfy the route 
point conditions in the route point condition table for 
genre E27 and selecting a route pattern that satisfies 

30 the route point conditions. 
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A route pattern edit unit E18 edits, according to 
operation by the user on the operation unit E7 , a route 
pattern usable as guide route data. This route pattern 
edit unit E18 functions as route pattern editing mecuns. 
5 Specifically, for example, the route pattern edit unit 
E18 adds a route point to a route pattern. 

When the guide route creation unit El is realized 
by a microprocessor and a progreun, the respective 
functional units Ell to E18 are realized by CPUs or MPUs 

10 that execute programs therefor. Output data of the 
functional units are temporarily stored in a memory such 
as a RAM built in or externally connected to the 
microprocessor, read out to a functional unit at a post 
stage, and used. 

15 An example of the proposed route point data E24 in 

Figure 44 is shown in Figure 3. For details of content 
in Figure 3, please refer to the explanation of the 
emboddLments of the invention I. 

An example of the route point condition table for 

20 genre E27 in Figure 44 is shown in Figure 4. For 
details of content in Figure 4, please refer to the 
explanation of the embodiments of the invention I. 

Operations of the navigation device shown in 
Figure 43 will be explained. 

25 First, the route point selection unit E12 of the 

guide route creation unit El reads out name data of 
proposed route points in the proposed route point data 
E24 and name data of points registered in the registered 
point list E25 and causes the display unit E6 to display 

30 names of the proposed route points and the points 
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registered by the user via the display creation unit E5 
on the basis of the name data. When the names of the 
proposed route points and the points registered by the 
user cure selected by operation by the user on the 
5 operation unit E7, the route point selection unit E12 
sets records of route points or registered points 
corresponding to the selected names as route point data 
and sets one or plural route point data as a route point 
list. When route points are selected, genre search, 

10 address search, telephone number search, and the like 
may be executed. The route point selection unit E12 may 
cause the display unit E6 to display a map via the 
display creation unit E5 on the basis of the display map 
data in the map database E4 , cause the user to select a 

15 location on the map of the registered points on the 
touch panel serving as the operation unit E7, and 
specify a point corresponding to a display position 
selected (i.e., a pressed location) as a route point. 

When a name of a point desired by the user is not 

20 displayed on the display unit E6, the user can register 
the desired point in the registered point list E25. In 
that case, the route point registration unit Ell creates 
registered point data from the input data inputted 
according to operation on the operation unit E7 and 

25 additionally registers the registered point data in the 
registered point list E25. The route point selection 
unit E12 causes the display unit E6 to display a name of 
the point on the basis of the registered point data 
additionally registered. Thereafter, the user can 

30 select the place as route point data. In additionally 
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registering a point desired by the user, the user may 
input a value of latitude and longitude data of the 
registered point data. However, the route point 
registration unit Ell may cause the display unit E6 to 
5 display a map on the basis of the display map data in 
the map database E4, cause the user to select a location 
on the map of the registered points on the touch panel 
serving as the operation unit E7 , and use a value of 
latitude and longitude data corresponding to a display 

10 position selected (i.e., a pressed position) as a value 
of latitude and longitude data of the registered point 
data. Besides, for example, when a present location is 
a registered point, the route point registration unit 
Ell may use a value of the latitude and longitude data 

15 outputted by the GPS receiver E3 as a value of latitude 
and longitude data of the registered point data. 

In this way, one or plural route points desired by 
the user are selected by the route point selection unit 
E12. 

20 Subsequently, the destination selection unit E14 

of the guide route creation unit El selects one of one 
or plural route points included in the route point list 
created by the route point selection unit E12 as a 
destination. Specifically, the destination selection 

25 unit E14 specifies a genre of each route point data 
included in the route point list and refers to the route 
point condition table for genre E27. When a route 

destination is marked " O (allowed)" in final 
destination availability data of the route point data, 
30 the destination selection unit E14 sets the route point 
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as a destination. 

Besides, when a home is included in the route 
point list as a route point, the destination selection 
unit E14 may set the home as a destination. In general, 
route point data of a home is often registered in the 
registered point list E25. Therefore, the destination 
selection unit E14 may select route point data matching 
the route point data registered in the registered point 
list E25 among the route point data included in the 
route point list from the route point selection unit E12 
as a destination. In particular, it is also possible 
that a flag indicating a home is provided in the 
registered point data of the home in advance and the 
destination selection unit E14 selects route point data 
matching the route point data including the flag as a 
destination. The destination selection unit E14 may 
select a route point registered first or last in the 
registered point list E25 as a destination. 

Moreover, the destination selection unit E14 may 
select a route point of a genre, a final tJLme of a guide 
time of which is set latest in the route point condition 
table for genre E27, as a destination. For example, 
when a guide time is set as "15:00 to 24:00" as in the 
genre "hotel" shown in Figure 3, a final time is set as 
24:00 at the end of a day. Thus, a route point with the 
genre "hotel" is selected as a destination. 

When a destination cannot be specified in the way 
described above, the destination selection unit E14 may 
select a route point serving as a destination on the 
basis of operation by the user on the operation unit E7 . 
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In this way, a destination (a final arrival point) 
is selected from the route points in the route point 
list by the destination selection unit E14. 

Subsequently, the route pattern creation unit E13 
creates plural route patterns leading from the start 
point to the destination passing through all the route 
points included in the route point list from the route 
point selection unit E12 in order. Latitude and 
longitude data of the start point may be a point of 
present latitude and longitude data outputted by the GPS 
receiver E3 or may be latitude and longitude data of the 
start point selected by the user. The route pattern 
creation unit E13 creates permutations of all the route 
points included in the route point list as route 
patterns. For example, when the number of route points 
other than the destination is four, the number of route 
patterns is twenty- four. 

For each of the route patterns, the route pattern 
creation unit E13 searches for, using the road data for 
route search E23, a route leading from the start point 
to the destination via the route points according to the 
order of the route points in the route pattern. In that 
case, time required for movement among the respective 
points, that is, the start point, the route points, and 
the destination is also calculated. In the route search 
for each of the route patterns, the route pattern 
creation unit E13 specifies stay times associated with 
genres of the respective route points with reference to 
the stay time data in the route point condition table 
for genre E27 in Figure 4 and performs route search with 
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the stay times included in the time required of the 
route. The route pattern creation unit E13 calculates 
moving times among the points taking into account 
traffic jam information received by the route 
5 information receiver E15. Consequently, for the 
respective route patterns, guide schedules including 
arrival times at the respective points and departxire 
times from the respective points are specified and 
included in the data of the route patterns . 

10 In principle, the route pattern creation unit E13 

creates route patterns for all combinations of passing 
orders of the route points other than the destination. 
However, for example, a route pattern passing through 
plural route points in an order in which a loop is 

15 formed, a route pattern passing through plural route 
points in an order in which in which a route passes an 
identical region plural times, and the like are not 
created . 

In this way, one or plxiral route patterns are 
20 created from the route point list by the route pattern 
creation unit E13. 

Subsequently, the route pattern alignment unit E16 
creates a route pattern list in which one or plural 
route patterns created by the route pattern creation 
25 unit E13 in an order based on the conditions in the 
route condition table E26,. When a new route pattern is 
created by the route pattern creation unit E13, the 
route pattern alignment unit E16 adds this route patteom 
to the route pattern list as occasion demands . In 
30 particular, the route pattern alignment unit E16 
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rearranges the new route pattern and the route patterns 
already included in the route pattern list . 

An example of a route pattern list created by the 
route pattern alignment unit E16 in the first embodiment 
5 is shown in Figure 5 as in the invention I. For details 
of content of the route pattern list, please refer to 
the explanation of the embodiments of the invention !• 

Subsequently, the eligible route judgment unit E17 
selects route patterns, all route points and a target of 

10 which satisfy the conditions in the route point 
condition table for genre E27, among the route patterns 
included in the route pattern list from the route 
pattern alignment unit E16 and causes the guide route 
storage unit E2 to store one or plural route patterns 

15 selected as candidates of guide route data. 

For example, in the case of the route pattern list 
shown in Figure 5, the eligible route judgment unit E17 
performs the following processing. First, the eligible 
route judgment unit El 7 performs eligibility judgment 

20 for the route pattern of the first record. A first 
route point B of the first record is classified into the 
genre of "restaurant" in Figure 3. A guide time to a 
route point with the genre "restaurant" is "11:00 to 
13:00, 18:00 to 20:00" in Figure 4. In the route 

25 pattern list in Figure 5, an arrival time at the route 
point B is "10:30". Therefore, since the arrival time 
at the route point B is not included in the guide time 
to the restaurant that is a route point condition set in 
the route point, the eligible route judgment unit E17 

30 judges the route pattern of the first record as 
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ineligible . 

Subsequently, the eligible route judgment unit E17 
performs eligibility judgment for a route pattern of a 
second record • Since a first route point of the second 
5 record is also B, the eligible route judgment unit El 7 
judges the route pattern of the second record as 
ineligible . 

Moreover, the eligible route judgment unit E17 
performs eligibility judgment for a route pattern of a 

10 third record. A first route point C of the third record 
is classified into the genre of "department store" in 
Figure 3. A guide time to a route point with the genre 
"department store" is not set in Figure 4* Therefore, 
the eligible route judgment unit E17 judges that the 

15 first route point C of this route pattern satisfies the 
route point conditions. The eligible route judgment 
unit E17 performs eligibility judgment for a second 
route point B of this route pattern* The second route 
point B is classified into the genre of "restaurant". 

20 An arrival time at the restaurant "12:30" satisfies the 
guide time to the restaurant in Figure 4. Thus, the 
eligible route judgment unit E17 judges that the second 
route point B satisfies the route point conditions- 
Similarly, the eligible route judgment unit E17 judges 

25 that a third route point E, a fourth route point D, and 
a fifth route point (a destination) A satisfy the route 
point conditions. Therefore, the eligible route 

judgment unit E17 judges the route patter of the third 
record as eligible and causes the guide route storage 

30 unit E2 to store the route pattern as a candidate of 
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guide route data. 

According to the series of search operations for a 
guide route, one or plural route patterns satisfying the 
conditions in the route point condition table for genre 
5 E27 are stored in the guide route storage unit E2 as 
guide route data. 

When the one or plural route patterns usable as 
guide route data are obtained, the display creation unit 
E5 causes the display unit E6 to display a list of the 

10 route patterns . When operation for selecting one route 
pattern desired by the user from the route patterns 
displayed on the display unit E6 as guide route data is 
applied to the operation unit E7, the eligible route 
judgment unit E17 decides the one route pattern as guide 

15 route data actually used for route guide. Route 
information corresponding to the selected route pattern 
(information on plural road links selected in the search 
by the route pattern creation unit E13) is also stored 
in the guide route storage unit E2. Data concerning the 

20 route patterns not selected do not have to be deleted 
from the guide route storage unit E2 because the data 
are likely to be selected later. 

Moreover, in the navigation device according to 
the first embodiment, it is possible to add a route 

25 point to a route pattern usable as guide route data 
before deciding one route pattern as the guide route 
data. 

Processing in adding a route point to a route 
pattern usable as guide route data will be hereinafter 
30 explained. Figure 45 is a flowchart for explaining 
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processing in adding a route point to a route pattern 
usable as guide route data in the first embodiment. 
Figure 46 is a diagram showing an example of display by 
the display unit E6 in adding a route point to a route 
pattern usable as guide route data in the first 
embodiment . 

First, as described above, the display creation 
unit E5 causes the display unit E6 to display one or 
plural route patterns usable as guide route data (step 
Sll). 

In a state in which one or plural route patterns 
usable as guide route data are displayed on the display 
unit E6 in this way, it is watched whether user 
operation for selection of one route pattern actually 
used for route guide as described above, user operation 
for addition of a route point, and the like are applied 
to the operation unit E7 (step S12). 

When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that 
the user operation for addition of a route point is 
applied to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit 
unit E18 selects, in the Scune manner as the route point 
selection unit E12, one additional route point from the 
points included in the proposed route point data E24 and 
the registered point list E25 on the basis of operation 
by the user (step S13). 

Subsequently, the route pattern edit unit E18 
causes the display unit E6 to display, via the display 
creation unit E5, an image or a text for causing the 
user to select a mode for selecting a route pattern to 
which a route point is added or a mode for not selecting 
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the route pattern (step S14). 

When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that 
the operation for selecting the mode for selecting a 
route pattern to which a route point is added is applied 
5 to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit unit 
E18 causes the display unit E6 to display, via the 
display creation unit E5, an image or a text for causing 
the user to select a route pattern to which a route 
point is added from a list of route patterns usable as 

10 guide route data (step S15). Figure 46(A) shows an 
example of a selection screen in step S15. In Figure 
46(A), a test for facilitating operation "Please select 
a route pattern." and three route patterns 101-1 to 101- 
3 are displayed on the display unit E6. In Figure 46(A), 

15 the touch panel serving as the operation unit E7 is 
mounted on a display screen of the display unit E6, The 
user performs selection operation for a route pattern by 
touching the touch panel with a finger or the like. 

Thereafter, when the route pattern edit unit E18 

20 finds that the operation for selecting a route pattern 
to which a route point is added is applied to the 
operation unit E7, the route pattern edit unit E18 
specifies the route pattern as a route pattern to be 
processed and, for the route pattern selected, causes 

25 the display unit E6 to display, via the display creation 
unit E5, an image or a text for causing the user to 
select a mode for designating an insertion place for an 
additional route point (i.e., where among points the 
additional route point is inserted) or a mode for not 

30 designating an insertion place (step S16). 
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When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that 
the operation for selecting a mode for designating an 
insertion place of an additional route point is applied 
to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit unit 
5 E18 causes the display unit E6 to display, via the 
display creation unit E5, an image or a text for causing 
the user to select an insertion place from a list of 
places where a route point can be inserted in the route 
pattern. Thereafter, when the route pattern edit unit 

10 E18 finds that the operation for selecting an insertion 
place is applied to the operation unit E7, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 specifies the insertion place in 
the route pattezn and inserts an additional route point 
in the insertion place to create a new route pattern 

15 (step S17). Figure 46(B) shows an example of a 
selection screen in step S17. In Figure 46(B), a text 
for facilitating operation "Please select an insertion 
place.", an image indicating points "B", "C", "D" , "E", 
and "A" in the route pattern 101-1, and dLmages E121 

20 indicating sections among the points are displayed on 
the display unit E6- In Figure 46(B), the touch panel 
serving as the operation unit E7 is mounted on the 
display screen of the display unit E6 . The user 
performs selection operation for an insertion place by 

25 touching the touch panel with a finger or the like. 

At this moment , it is unclear whether the new 
route pattern is a route pattern usable as guide route 
data. This is because it is possible that, although the 
original route pattern is a route pattern usable as 

30 guide route data, a route point not satisfying the route 
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point conditions is created as a result of adding a 
route point. Therefore, it is judged whether the new 
route pattern is a route pattern usable as guide route 
pattern . 

First, the route pattern edit unit E18 searches 
for a route pattern usable as guide route data stored in 
the guide route storing unit E2 and judges whether a 
route pattern identical with this new route pattern is 
stored in the guide route storage unit E2 (step S18). 

When the route pattern edit unit E18 judges that a 
route pattern identical with the new route pattern is 
stored in the guide route storage unit E2, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 sets the new route pattern as a 
route pattern usable as guide route data and adds the 
route pattern to list display of route patterns on the 
basis of the guide route data of the route pattern 
identical with the new route pattern stored in the guide 
route storage unit E2 (step S19). Figure 46(C) shows an 
example of list display after the processing in step S19. 
In Figure 46(C), a new route pattern E131 created by 
adding a route point F to the route pattern ElOl-l is 
added to the list display shown in Figure 46(A). As 
shown in Figure 46(C), on the display unit E6 , the route 
pattern E131 created anew is displayed at the top. 

On the other hand, when it is judged in step S18 
that a route pattern identical with this new route 
pattern is not stored in the guide route storage unit E2, 
the route pattern edit unit E18 supplies the new route 
pattern to the route pattern creation unit E13. 
Concerning the new route pattern, first, the route 
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pattern edit unit E18 causes the route pattern creation 
unit E13 to search for a route leading from a start 
point to a destination passing through route points 
according to an order of the route points. In that case, 
5 the route pattern edit unit E18 also causes the route 
pattern creation unit E13 to calculate time required for 
movement among the respective points, that is, the start 
point, the route points, and the destination. The route 
pattern creation unit E13 supplies a result of route 

10 search for the new route pattern (a guide schedule, 
etc.) to the route pattern edit unit E18. 

The route pattern edit unit E18 supplies data of 
the new route pattern to the eligible route judgment 
unit E17. The eligible route judgment unit E17 judges 

15 whether all the route points in the new route pattern 
satisfy the route point conditions (step S20) . The 
eligible route judgment unit E17 supplies a result of 
the judgment to the route pattern edit unit E18. 

When the eligible route judgment unit E17 judges 

20 that all the route points in the new route pattern 
satisfy the route point conditions, the eligible route 
judgment unit E17 causes the guide route storage unit E2 
to store the new route pattern as a route pattern usable 
as guide route data and as a candidate of the guide 

25 route data together with route information. When the 
eligible route judgment unit El 7 judges that all the 
route points in the new route pattern satisfy the route 
point conditions, the route pattern edit unit E18 sets 
the new route pattern as a route pattern usable as guide 

30 route data and adds the route pattern to the list 
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display of route patterns on the basis of the guide 
route data of the new route pattern stored In the guide 
route storage unit E2 (step S19)* 

On the other hand, when It Is judged In step S20 
5 by the eligible route judgment unit E17 that any one of 
the route points In the new route pattern does not 
satisfy the route point conditions, the route pattern 
edit unit E18 causes the display unit E6 to display, via 
the display creation unit E5, a warning Indication 

10 indicating that the new route pattern cannot be used as 
guide route data (step S21). Moreover, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 causes the display unit E6 to 
display, via the display creation unit E5, an image or a 
text for causing the user to select whether the 

15 Insertion place of an additional route point should be 
changed (step S22), When the route pattern edit unit 
E18 finds that operation for selecting a change of the 
insertion place of an additional route point is applied 
to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit unit 

20 E18 returns to step S17 and selects an insertion place 
again on the basis of operation by the user. Processing 
after that is the same as the processing described above. 

On the other hand, when the route pattern edit 
unit E18 finds that operation for not selecting a change 

25 of the insertion place of an additional route point is 
applied to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit 
unit E18 causes the display unit E6 to display, via the 
display creation unit E5, an image or a text for causing 
the user to select whether the route pattern to which a 

30 route point is added should be changed (step S23). When 
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the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that operation for 
selecting a change of the route pattern to which a roiite 
point is added is applied to the operation unit E7, the 
route pattern edit unit E18 returns to step S15 and 
selects a route pattern again on the basis of operation 
by the user. Processing after that is the same as the 
processing described above. 

When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that 
the operation for selecting a mode for not designating 
an insertion place of an additional route point is 
applied to the operation unit E7 in step S16, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 adds route points to all places 
where it is possible to insert route points to the route 
pattern selected in step SI 5 and creates one or plural 
new route patterns (step S24). At this moment, it is 
unclear whether the new route patterns are route 
patterns usable as guide route data. 

Subsequently, the route pattern edit unit E18 
executes the same processing as steps S18 and S20 on 
each of the new route patterns created and extracts a 
route pattern in which the route point conditions are 
satisfied in all route points (including a destination) 
(step S25). The route pattern edit unit E18 judges 
whether at least one route pattern in which the route 
point conditions are satisfied in all the route points 
(including the destination) is extracted (step S26). 
When at least one route pattern in which the route point 
conditions are satisfied in all the route points 
(including the destination) is extracted, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 set the new route pattern as a 
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route pattern usable as guide route data and adds the 
route pattern iri the list display of route patterns on 
the basis of guide route data of the new route pattern 
stored in the guide route storage unit E2 (step S19). 
5 On the other hand, when the route pattern in which 

the route point conditions are satisfied in all the 
route points (including the destination) is not 
extracted at all, the route pattern edit unit E18 causes 
the display unit E6 to display, via the display creation 

10 unit E5, a warning indication indicating that the route 
pattern usable as guide route data is not obtained at 
all (step S27). The route pattern edit unit E18 causes 
the display unit E6 to display, via the display creation 
unit E5, an image or a text for causing the user to 

15 select whether the route pattern to which a route point 
is added should be changed (step S23). VHien the route 
pattern edit unit E18 finds that the operation for 
selecting a change of the route pattern to which a route 
point is added is applied to the operation unit E7, the 

20 route pattern edit unit E18 returns to step S15 and 
selects a route pattern again on the basis of operation 
by the user. Processing after that is the same as the 
processing described above. 

When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that 

25 the operation for selecting a mode for not selecting a 
route pattern to which a route point is added is applied 
to the operation unit E7 in step S14 and when the route 
pattern edit unit E18 finds that the operation for not 
changing the route pattern to which a route point is 

30 added is applied to the operation unit E7 in step S23, 
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the route pattern edit unit E18 adds the additional 
route point selected in step S13 to the route point (the 
registered point) selected by the route point selection 
unit E12. Thereafter, the route pattern edit unit E18 
5 causes the route pattern creation unit E13, the 
destination selection unit E14, the route pattern 
alignment unit E16, and the eligible route judgment unit 
E17 to execute creation, alignment, and eligibility 
judgment of route patterns (step S28). A list of route 

10 patterns usable as guide route data obtained by the 
processing is displayed instead of a list displayed 
before the addition of the route point (step Sll). 

After the candidates of guide route data are 
displayed in this way, addition of a route point 

15 (including a destination) is executed according to 
operation by the user. In the example of display in 
Figure 46, route patterns are simplified to be displayed. 
However, names, stay times, and arrival times at the 
respective route points and moving times among the 

20 respective points may be displayed for the route 
patterns. Figure 47 is a diagram showing another 
example of display of route patterns in the first 
embodiment. Figure 47(A) shows an example of display of 
a route pattern in which there are three route points, 

25 namely, "OO park", "restaurant XX", and "AA zoo". 
Figure 47(B) shows ein example of display of a route 
pattern in which a new route point "caf6 XO" is added 
between "OO park" and "restaurant XX" of the route 
pattern shown in Figure 47(A). In Figure 47, comments 

30 indicating characteristics of the respective route 
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points are also displayed. 

A navigation operation using the guide route data 
stored in the guide route storage unit E2 will be 
explained • 

5 The GPS receiver E3 repeatedly outputs latitude 

and longitude data of a present location at 
predetermined timing. The display creation unit E5 
creates, on the basis of the latitude cind longitude data 
of the present location from the GPS receiver E3, 

10 display data corresponding to the location as occasion 
demands. For example, the display creation unit E5 
reads out display map data within a predetermined 
latitude and longitude range around latitude and 
longitude indicated by the latitude and longitude data 

15 of the present location from the map database E4. The 
latitude and longitude indicated by the latitude and 
longitude data of the present location does not have to 
be in the center of the readout range. 

The display creation unit E5 reads guide route 

20 data (route patterns and route information) passing 
through the latitude and longitude range from the guide 
route storage unit E2. The display creation unit E5 
superimposed a present location mark on the center of a 
map of the display map data read and creates display 

25 data by superimposing the read guide route data on a map 
of routes and route points of the display map data. The 
display unit E6 displays an image or a text for guide on 
the basis of this display data. 

When the GPS receiver E3, that is, the navigation 

30 device moves, latitude and longitude indicated by 
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latitude and longitude data output ted from the GPS 
receiver E3 also change. When the latitude and 
longitude of the latitude and longitude data outputted 
from the GPS receiver E3 change, display map data read 
by the display creation unit E5 from the map database E4 
and guide route data read from the guide rouge storage 
unit E2 also change. Therefore, according to the 
movement of the navigation device, a map and a guide 
route displayed on the display unit E6 change such that 
the center of a displayed image is a present location. 

Route guide processing is executed in this way. 
As a result, the user can efficiently move from a start 
point to a destination via plural route points by 
holding this navigation device to move such that a 
present location overlaps a guide route. 

As described above, according to the first 
embodiment, the route point selection unit E12 
designates one or plural route points on the basis of 
operation by the user and the route pattern creation 
unit E13 searches for plural route patterns leading from 
a start point to a destination via the route points 
designated by the route point selection unit E12 in 
which orders of visiting the route points are different 
from one another. The eligible route judgment unit E17 
judges whether the route points in the route patterns 
found by the route pattern creation unit E13 satisfy 
route point conditions set in advance. Immediately 
after executing correction of a route pattern in which 
route points are judged as satisfying the route point 
conditions, the route pattern edit unit E18 causes the 
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eligible route judgment unit El 7 to judge whether route 
points in the route pattern after correction satisfy the 
route point conditions. Consequently, even if 

candidates of a guide route is created once, the user 
5 can correct the guide route looking at the candidates of 
the guide route, it is possible to find a guide route on 
which the user reaches a destination via one or plural 
route points desired by the user while visiting the 
route points desired by the user at appropriate timing. 

10 In other words , a guide route more complying with an 
intention of the user is provided. Since only the 
corrected route pattern is subjected to judgment on 
eligibility, only short processing time is required 
compared with the case in which a route pattern is 

15 created again on the basis of an order of all the route 
points after the correction. 

According to the first embodiment, in executing 
addition of a route point, the route pattern edit unit 
E18 inserts a new route point in each of plural 

20 insertion places, in which route points can be inserted, 
in a route pattern in which route points are judged as 
satisfying the route point conditions by the eligible 
route judgment unit E17 to create plural route patterns 
and causes the eligible route judgment unit E17 to judge, 

25 for each of the plural route patterns created, whether 
the route points satisfy the route point conditions. 
Consequently, even when the user wants, to add another 
route point after candidates of a guide route are 
created once, it is possible to obtain a guide route on 

30 which the user reaches a destination via one or plural 
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route points desired by the user while visiting route 
points desired by the user including the route point at 
appropriate timing. 

According to the first embodiment, the route point 
5 conditions are conditions that the user arrives at route 
points during business hours of facilities in the route 
points and that the user stays at the route points for 
predetermined stay times. Thus, it is possible to 
obtain a guide route on which the user visits route 

10 points desired by the user at appropriate timing. 

According to the first embodiment, after 
correction of a route pattern displayed by the display 
unit E6, the route pattern diet unit E18 causes the 
eligible route judgment unit E17 to judge whether route 

15 points in the route pattern after the correction satisfy 
the route point conditions and, only when the route 
points in the route pattern after the correction satisfy 
the route point conditions, causes the display unit E6 
to display the route pattern after the correction • 

20 Consequently, even if a route pattern is corrected, 

the corrected route pattern is not displayed when the 
route pattern does not satisfy the route point 
conditions. Therefore, in list display of route 
patterns, only a route pattern on which the user reaches 

25 a destination via one or plural route points desired by 
the user while visiting route points desired by the user 
at appropriate timing is always displayed. It is 
possible to prevent the user from selecting an 
inappropriate route pattern by mistake. 

30 Since only a corrected route pattern is subjected 
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to judgment on eligibility after correction of route 
points, data of other route patterns are kept stored and 
displayed. It is possible to also correct the other 
route patterns after that. Therefore^ candidates of a 
5 guide route matching preference of the user are obtained 
simply and in various ways. 
Second embodiment 

A navigation device according to a second 
embodiment of the invention IV has , in addition to the 

10 functions of the navigation device according to the 
first embodiment, a function of creating, in creating 
route patterns from plural route points, route points by 
fixing an order of visiting at least two route points 
designated by a user. 

15 A basis constitution of the navigation device 

according to the second embodiment of the invention IV 
is the same as that in the first embodiment. Thus, an 
explanation of the basic constitution is omitted. 
However, the route pattern creation unit E13 of the 

20 guide route creation unit El operates as described below. 
Figure 48 is a flowchart for explaining an operation of 
the route pattern creation unit E13 of the guide route 
creation unit El in the second embodiment. 

In selecting route points, the route point 

25 selection unit E12 causes the display unit E6 to display, 
via the display creation unit E5, an image or a text for 
causing the user to select whether an order of visiting 
the route points should be designated (step SlOl). When 
operation for designating an ordier of visiting the route 

30 points is detected by the operation unit E7, the route 
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point selection unit E12 causes the display unit E6 to 
display, via the display creation unit E5, an image or a 
text for causing the user to designate plural route 
points that the user desires to continuously visit among 
5 all the route points selected (including a destination) 
(step S102) • 

When the operation for selecting route points by 
the user is detected by the operation unit E7, the route 
point selection unit E12 causes the display unit E6 to 
10 display, via the display creation unit E5, an image or a 
text for causing the user to select whether a visiting 
order should be designated for the selected route points 
to be continuously visited (including the destination) 
(step S103) . 

15 When the operation for designating a visiting 

order for the route points to be continuously visited is 
detected by the operation unit E7, the route point 
selection unit E12 causes the display unit E6 to display, 
via the display creation unit 5, an image or a text for 

20 facilitating input of the visiting order of the route 
points to be continuously visited (step S104). 

When the visiting order is inputted for the route 
points to be continuously visited, the route point 
selection unit E12 puts together the route points to be 

25 continuously visited, which are cLcranged in the visiting 
order, in one route point group and treats the route 
point group in the same manner as another route point to 
create a route pattern (step S105)» For example, when 
route points A, B, C, and D are selected, the route 

30 point A is set as a destination, and the route point B 
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and the route point C are designated to be continuously- 
visited in an order of the route point B and the route 

point a route point group (B-^C) is treated in the 

same manner as one route point* A route pattern 

5 D->(B-^C)^A and a route pattern (B->C) ->D->A are created 
and route patterns D-»C^B->A, C^B-^D->A, C-»D->B-*A^ and 
B^D— »C^A are not created • 

On the other hand, when the operation for not 
designating a visiting order for the route points to vbe 

10 continuously visited is detected by the operation unit 
E7 or when the operation for designating a visiting 
order for the route points to be continuously visited is 
not designated by the operation unit E7 with a 
predetermined time in step S103, the route point 

15 selection unit E12 creates all permutations for the 
selected route points to be continuously visited, puts 
the respective permutations of the route points to be 
continuously visited in one route point group and treats 
the route point group as another route point to create a 

20 route pattern (step S106). For example, when the route 
points A, B, C, and D are selected, the route point A is 
set as a destination, and the route point B and the 
route point C are designated to be continuously 

designated, a route point group (B— >C), in which a 
25 visiting order is an order of the route point B and the 
route point C, is treated in the same manner as one 

route point, A route point group (C-»B) , in which a 
visiting order is an order of the route point C and the 
route point B, is treated in the same meuiner as another 
30 route point. Therefore, a route pattern D^(B-^C)^A, a 
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route pattern (B-^C)->D-»A, a route pattern D-^(C-^B)->A, 
and a route pattern (C— ^B)^E)— *A are created and route 
patterns C^D^B->A and B~»D— »C-^A are not created. 

When the operation for not designating a visiting 
5 order of route points is detected by the operation unit 
E7 and when the operation for designating a visiting 
order of route points is not detected by the operation 
unit E7 in step SlOl, the route point selection unit E12 
creates route patterns without constraint on an order of 

10 the route points as in the case of the first embodiment 
(step S107). For example, when the route points A, B, C, 
and D are selected, the route point A is set as a 
destination, and route points to be continuously visited 
are not designated, a route pattern B->C— ^'D^A, a route 

15 pattern B-*D-->C~*A, a route pattern C^B^D— >A, a route 
pattern C->D->B— >A, a route pattern D^B^C^A, and a 
route pattern D— >C— >B^A are created. 

In this way^ in the second embodiment, it is 
possible to set constraint on a visiting order between 

20 route points and only route points satisfying the 
constraint are created. When the route pattern edit 
unit E18 selects an additional route point, it is 
possible to set constraint on a visiting order between 
the additional route point and another route point in 

25 the same manner. Only route patterns satisfying the 
constraint are created in step S28, 

Other operations of the navigation device 
according to the second embodiment only have to be the 
same as those in the first embodiment. Therefore, 

30 explanations of the operations are omitted. 
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Third embodiment 

A navigation device according to a third 
emboddLment of the invention IV executes deletion of a 
route point for a route pattern usable as guide route 
5 data. 

A basic constitution of the navigation device 
according to a third embodiment of the invention IV is 
the same as that in the first or the second embodiment. 
Thus, an explanation of the constitution is omitted* 

10 However, the route pattern edit unit E18 of the guide 
route creation unit El operates as described below. 
Figure 49 is a flowchart for explaining processing in 
deleting a route point from a route pattern usable as 
guide route data in the third embodiment. Figure 50 is 

15 a diagram showing an example of display by the display 
unit E6 in deleting a route point from a route pattern 
usable as guide route data in the third embodiment* 

As in the first embodiment, after one or plural 
candidates of guide route data are created and stored in 

20 the guide route storage unit E2, the display creation 
unit E5 causes the display unit E6 to display one or 
plural route patterns usable as guide route data (step 
Sll) . 

In a state in which one or plural route patterns 
25 usable as guide route data are displayed on the display 
unit E6 in this way, it is watched whether user 
operation for selection of one route pattern actually 
used for route guide, user operation for deletion of a 
route point, and the like are applied to the operation 
30 unit E7 (step S41). 
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When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that 
the user operation for deletion of a route point is 
applied to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit 
unit E18 selects, on the basis of operation by the user, 
5 one route point to be deleted out of route points 
included in route patterns previously selected and 
displayed as a list (step S42). 

Subsequently, the route pattern edit unit E18 
causes the display unit E6 to display, via the display 

10 creation unit E5, an image or a text for causing the 
user to select a mode for selecting a route pattern from 
which a route point is deleted or a mode for not 
selecting a route pattern from which a route point is 
deleted (step S43). 

15 ^When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that 

the operation for selecting a mode for selecting a route 
pattern from which a route point is deleted is applied 
to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit unit 
E18 causes the display unit E6 to display, via the 

20 display creation unit E5, an image or a text for causing 
the user to select a route pattern from which a route 
point is deleted from a list of route patterns usable as 
guide route data (step S44). Figure 50(A) shows an 
example of a selection screen in step S44 . In Figure 

25 50(A), a text for facilitating operation "Please select 
a route pattern." and three route patterns ElOl-l to 
ElOl-3 cire displayed on the display unit E6 . In Figure 
50(A), the touch panel serving as the operation unit E7 
is mounted on the display screen of the display unit E6 

30 and the user performs selection operation for a route 
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pattern by touching the touch panel with a finger or the 
like . 

Thereafter, when the route pattern edit unit E18 
finds that the operation for selecting a route pattern 
from which a route point is deleted is applied to the 
operation unit E7, the route pattern edit unit E18 
specifies the route pattern as a route pattern to be 
subjected to processing and deletes a route point, which 
is selected as the route point to be deleted, from 
plural route points in the route pattern selected to 
create a new route pattern. 

At this moment, it is unclear whether this new 
route pattern is a route pattern usable as guide route 
data. This is because it is possible that, although the 
original route pattern is a route pattern usable as 
guide route data, a route point not satisfying the route 
point conditions is created as a result of deleting a 
route point. Therefore, it is judged whether the new 
route pattern is a route pattern usable as guide route 
pattern . 

First, the route pattern edit unit E18 searches 
for a route pattern usable as guide route data stored in 
the guide route storing unit E2 and judges whether a 
route pattern identical with this new route pattern is 
stored in the guide route storage unit E2 (step S45). 

When the route pattern edit unit E18 judges that a 
route pattern identical with the new route pattern is 
stored in the guide route storage unit E2, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 sets the new route pattern as a 
route pattern usable as guide route data and adds the 
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route pattern to list display of route patterns on the 
basis of the guide route data of the route pattern 
identical with the new route pattern stored in the guide 
route storage unit E2 (step S46)* Figure 50(B) shows an 
5 example of list display after the processing in step S46 . 
In Figure 50(B) ^ a new route pattern E151 created by 
deleting a route point D from the route pattern ElOl-l 
is added to the list display shown in Figure 50(A) • As 
shown in Figure 50(B), on the display unit E6, the route 

10 pattern E151 created anew is displayed at the top. 

On the other hand, when it is judged in step S45 
that a route pattern identical with this new route 
pattern is not stored in the guide route storage unit E2, 
the route pattern edit unit E18 supplies the new route 

15 pattern to the route pattern creation unit E13. 
Concerning the new route pattern, first, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 causes the route pattern creation 
unit E13 to search for a route leading from a start 
point to a destination passing through route points 

20 according to an order of the route points. In that case, 
the route pattern edit unit E18 also causes the route 
pattern creation unit E13 to calculate time required for 
movement among the respective points, that is, the start 
point, the route points, and the destination. The route 

25 pattern creation unit E13 supplies a result of route 
search for the new route pattern (a guide schedule, 
etc.) to the route pattern edit unit ElB. 

The route pattern edit unit ElB supplies data of 
the new route pattern to the eligible route judgment 

30 unit 17. The eligible route judgment unit E17 judges 
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whether all the route points in the new route pattern 
satisfy the route point conditions (step S47). The 
eligible route judgment unit E17 supplies a result of 
the judgment to the route pattern edit unit E18* 
5 vnien the eligible route judgment unit El 7 judges 

that all the route points in the new route pattern 
satisfy the route point conditions, the eligible route 
judgment unit E17 causes the guide route storage unit E2 
to store the new route pattern as a route pattern usable 

10 as guide route data and as a candidate of the guide 
route data together with route information. When the 
eligible route judgment unit E17 judges that all the 
route points in the new route pattern satisfy the route 
point conditions, the route pattern edit unit E18 sets 

15 the new route pattern as a route pattern usable as guide 
route data and adds the route pattern to the list 
display of route patterns on the basis of the guide 
route data of the new route pattern stored in the guide 
route storage unit E2 (step S46). 

20 On the other hand, when it is judged in step S47 

by the eligible route judgment unit El 7 that any one of 
the route points in the new route pattern does not 
satisfy the route point conditions, the route pattern 
edit unit E18 causes the display unit E6 to display, via 

25 the display creation unit E5, a warning indication 
indicating that the new route pattern cannot be used as 
guide route data (step S48). Moreover, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 causes the display unit E6 to 
display, via the display creation unit E5, an image or a 

30 text for causing the user to select whether the route 
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pattern from which a route point is deleted should be 
chcuiged (step S49). When the route pattern edit unit 
E18 finds that operation for selecting a change of the 
route pattern from which a route point is deleted is 
5 applied to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit 
unit E18 returns to step S44 and selects a route patter 
again on the basis of operation by the user. Processing 
after that is the same as the processing described above. 
When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds in step 

10 S43 that the operation for selecting a mode for not 
selecting a route pattern from which a route point is 
deleted is applied to the operation unit E7 and when the 
route pattern edit unit E18 finds in step S49 that the 
operation for not changing the route pattern from which 

15 a route point is deleted is applied to the operation 
unit 7, the route pattern edit unit E18 deletes the 
route point to be deleted selected in step S42 from the 
route points (the registered points) selected by the 
route point selection unit E12. Thereafter, the route 

20 pattern edit unit E18 causes the route pattern creation 
unit E13, the destination selection unit E14, the route 
pattern alignment unit E16, and the eligible route 
judgment unit E17 to execute creation, alignment, and 
eligibility judgment of route patterns (step S50). A 

25 list of route patterns usable as guide route data 
obtained by the processing is displayed instead of the 
list displayed before the deletion of the route point 
(step Sll) . 

After displaying candidates of guide route data in 
30 this way, deletion of a route point (including a 
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destination) is executed according to operation by the 
user. In the example of display in Figure 50, route 
patterns are simplified to be displayed. However, names, 
stay times, and arrival times at the respective route 
5 points and moving times among the respective points may 
be displayed for the route patterns. Figure 51 is a 
diagram showing another example of display of route 
patterns in the third embodiment. Figure 51(A) shows an 
example of display of a route pattern in which there are 

10 four route points, namely, "OO park", "cafe XQ", 
"restaurant XX"^ and "AA zoo". Figure 51(B) shows an 
example of display of a route pattern in which the route 
point "caf6 XO" is deleted from the route pattern shown 
in Figure 51 (A). In Figure 51, comments indicating 

15 characteristics of the respective route points are also 
displayed. 

Other operations of the navigation device 
according to the third embodiment only have to be the 
same as those in the first or the second embodiment. 
20 Therefore, explanations of the operations are omitted. 
Fourth embodijnent 

A navigation device according to a fourth 
embodiment of the invention IV executes rearrangement of 
route points for a route pattern usable as guide route 
25 data. 

A basic constitution of the navigation device 
according to the fourth embodiment of the invention IV 
is the same as that of ciny one of the first to the third 
embodiments of the invention IV. Thus, an explanation 
30 of the basic constitution is omitted. However, the 
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route pattern edit unit E18 of the guide route creation 
unit El operates as described below. Figiire 52 is a 
flowchcirt for explaining processing in rearranging route 
points in a route pattern usable as guide route data. 
5 Figure 53 is a diagram showing an example of display by 
the display unit E6 in rearranging route points in a 
route pattern usable as guide route data in the fourth 
embodiment . 

As in the first embodiment, after one or plural 
10 candidates of guide route data are created and stored in 
the guide route storage unit E2, the display creation 
unit E5 causes the display unit E6 to display one or 
plural route patterns usable as guide route data (step 
Sll). 

15 In a state in which one or plural route patterns 

usable as guide route data are displayed on the display 
unit E6 in this way, it is watched whether user 
operation for selection of one route pattern actually 
used for route guide, user operation for rearramgement 

20 of route points, and the like are applied to the 
operation unit E7 (step S61) . 

When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that 
the user operation for rearranging route points is 
applied to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit 

25 unit E18 causes the display unit E6 to display, via the 
display creation unit E5, an image or a text for causing 
the user to select a route pattern for which route 
points are rearranged from route patterns displayed as a 
list (step S62), Figure 53A shows an example of a 

30 selection screen in step S62. In Figure 53A, a text for 
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facilitating operation "Please select a route pattern." 
and three route patterns ElOl-l to ElOl-3 are displayed 
on the display unit E6. In Figure 53A, the touch panel 
serving as the operation unit E7 is mounted on the 
display screen of the display unit E6 and the user 
performs selection operation for a route pattern by 
touching the touch pcinel with a finger or the like. 

Thereafter, when the route pattern edit unit E18 
finds that operation for selecting a route pattern for 
which route points are rearranged is applied to the 
operation unit E7, the route pattern edit unit E18 
specifies the route pattern as a route pattern to be 
subjected to processing and causes the display unit E6 
to display, via the display creation unit E5, an image 
or a text for causing the user to select route points to 
be rearranged from a list of plural route points 
included in the route pattern selected. Thereafter, 
when the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that 
operation for selecting plural route points to be 
rearranged is applied to the operation unit 7, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 specifies the route points in the 
route pattern and creates a new route pattern for which 
the route points are rearranged (step S63). For example, 
when two route points to be rearranged are selected, one 
new route pattern is created. When three route points 
to be rearranged are selected, five new route patterns 
are created. Figure 53(B) shows an example of a 
selection screen in step S63. In Figure 53(B), a text 
for facilitating operation "Please select route points 
to be changed." and images E171 to E175 indicating 
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points "B", "C", "D", "E", and "A" for the route pattern 
ElOl-l are displayed in the display unit E6, In Figure 
53(B), the touch panel serving as the operation unit E7 
is mounted on the display screen of the display unit E6 
5 and the user performs selection operation for route 
points by touching the touch panel with a finger or the 
like. 

At this moment, it is unclear whether the new 
route pattern is a route pattern usable as guide route 

10 data. This is because it is possible that, although the 
original route pattern is a route pattern usable as 
guide route data, a route point not satisfying the route 
point conditions is created as a result of rearranging 
route points. Therefore, it is judged whether the new 

15 route pattern is a route pattern usable as guide route 
pattern. 

The route pattern edit unit E18 supplies the new 
route pattern to the route pattern creation unit E13. 
Concerning the new route pattern, first, the route 

20 pattern edit unit E18 causes the route pattern creation 
unit El 3 to search for a route leading from a start 
point to a destination passing through route points 
according to an order of the route points. In that case, 
the route pattern edit unit E18 also causes the route 

25 pattern creation unit E13 to calculate time required for 
movement among the respective points, that is, the start 
point, the route points, and the destination. The route 
pattern creation unit E13 supplies a result of route 
search for the new route pattern (a guide schedule, 

30 etc.) to the route pattern edit unit E18. 
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The route pattern edit unit E18 supplies data of 
the new route pattern to the eligible route judgment 
unit 17. The eligible route judgment unit E17 judges 
whether all the route points in the new route pattern 
5 satisfy the route point conditions (step S64). The 
eligible route judgment unit El 7 supplies a result of 
the judgment to the route pattern edit unit E18* 

When the eligible route judgment unit E17 judges 
that all the route points in the new route pattern 

10 satisfy the route point conditions, the eligible route 
judgment unit E17 causes the guide route storage unit E2 
to store the new route pattern as a route pattern usable 
as guide route data and as a candidate of the guide 
route data together with route information. When the 

15 eligible route judgment unit E17 judges that all the 
route points in the new route pattern satisfy the route 
point conditions, the route pattern edit unit E18 sets 
the new route pattern as a route pattern usable as guide 
route data and adds the route pattern to the list 

20 display of route patterns on the basis of the guide 
route data of the new route pattern stored in the guide 
route storage unit E2 (step S65). Figure 53(C) shows an 
example of the list display after the processing in step 
S65. In Figure 53(C), a new route pattern E181 created 

25 by rearranging the route point B and the route point C 
in the route pattern ElOl-l is added to the list display 
shown in Figure 53(A). As shown in Figure 53(C), on the 
display unit E6, the route pattern E181 created anew is 
displayed at the top . 

30 On the other hand, when it is judged in step S64 



by the eligible route judgment unit El 7 that any one of 
the route points in the new route pattern does not 
satisfy the route point conditions , the route pattern 
edit unit E18 causes the display unit E6 to display^ via 
5 the display creation unit E5, a warning indication 
indicating that the new route pattern cannot be used as 
guide route data (step S66). In this case, the 
processing returns to step Sll and the original list 
display is continued. 

10 Other operations of the navigation device 

according to the fourth embodiment only have to be the 
same as those in any one of the first to the third 
embodiments. Therefore explanations of the operations 
are omitted. 

15 Fifth embodiment 

A navigation device according to a fifth 
embodiment of the invention IV displays a route pattern 
usable as guide route data to be superimposed on a map, 
detects operation for a change of a route point or a 

20 route between points with a touch panel, and executes 
the change of a route point or a route between points on 
the basis of a result of the detection, 

A basic constitution of the navigation device 
according to the fifth embodiment of the invention IV 

25 are the same as that in any one of the first to the 
fourth embodiments. Thus, an explanation of the basic 
constitution is omitted. However, in the navigation 
device according to the fifth embodiment, the touch 
panel serving as the operation unit E7 is mounted on the 

30 display screen of the display unit E6. Moreover, the 
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route pattern edit unit E18 of the guide route creation 
unit El operates as described below. Figure 54 is a 
flowchart for explaining processing in changing a route 
point or a route between points in a route pattern 
5 usable as guide route data. 

As in the first embodiment, after one or plural 
candidates of guide route data are created and stored in 
the guide route storage unit E2 , the display creation 
unit E5 causes the display unit E6 to display one or 
10 plural route patterns usable as guide route data (step 
Sll) . 

In a state in which one or plural route patterns 
usable as guide route data are displayed on the display 
unit E6 in this way, it is watched whether user 

15 operation for selection of one route pattern actually 
used for route guide, user operation for a change of 
route points, and the like are applied to the operation 
unit E7 (step S81) . 

When the route pattern edit unit El 8 finds that 

20 the user operation for a change of route points is 
applied to the operation unit E7, the route pattern edit 
unit E18 causes the display unit E6 to display, via the 
display creation unit E5, an image or a text for causing 
the user to select a route pattern for which route 

25 points are changed from route patterns displayed as a 
list (step S82) . 

Thereafter, when the route pattern edit unit E18 
finds that the operation for selecting a route pattern 
for which route points are changed is applied to the 

30 operation unit E7, the route pattern edit unit E18 
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specifies the route pattern as a route pattern to be 
subjected to processing. First, the router pattern edit 
unit E18 reads out the display map data E21 indicating a 
map including a guide route formed by the route pattern 
5 from the map database E4* The route pattern edit unit 
E18 supplies the display map data E21 to the display 
creation unit E5 and causes the display unit E6 to 
display the map. Moreover, the route pattern edit unit 
E18 supplies data of route points and routes formed by 
10 the route pattern selected to the display creation unit 
E5 and causes the display unit E6 to display the route 
points and the routes to be superimposed on the map 
(step S83) . 

Moreover, the route patter edit unit E18 causes 

15 the display unit E6 to display, via the display creation 
unit E5, to display an image or a text for causing the 
user to select route points and/or a route to be changed 
in the map as well as the route points and the routes 
displayed (step S84). When the user looks at the 

20 display, the user presses display parts of a desired 
route point and/or route with a finger or the like on 
the display screen on which the touch panel is arranged. 
When the route pattern edit unit E18 finds that the 
operation for selecting a route point and/ or a route 

25 between points is applied to the operation unit E7 (the 
touch panel), the route pattern edit unit E18 specifies 
the route point and/or the route between points in the 
selected route pattern. 

Subsequently, the route pattern edit unit E18 

30 causes the display unit E6 to display, via the display 
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creation unit E5, an image or a text for causing the 
user to select whether a scale of the map displayed 
should be changed (step S85). When the route pattern 
edit unit E18 finds that operation for changing a scale 
5 is applied to the operation unit E7, the route pattern 
edit unit E18 reads out the display map data E21 of a 
scale designated by operation of the user and causes the 
display unit E6 to display a map of the scale and route 
points superimposed on the map (step S86). On the other 

10 hand, when operation for not changing a scale is 
detected by the operation unit E7 and when operation for 
changing a scale within a predetermined time is not 
detected by the operation unit E7 , the route pattern 
edit unit E18 does not perform the processing for 

15 changing the scale of the displayed map. 

The route pattern edit unit E18 causes the display 
unit E6 to display, via the display creation unit E5, an 
image or a text for causing the user to designate a 
route point and/or a route after the change on the 

20 displayed map (step S87). When the user looks at the 
display, the user presses the route point and/or the 
route after the change with a finger or the like on the 
display screen on which the touch panel is arranged. 
When a route point is designated, for example, an image 

25 indicating a position of a route point selected by the 
user is displayed on the map by the display unit E6 and, 
according to a position of the pressing by the user, the 
image is moved to a position on the map corresponding to 
the pressing position as occasion demands. A route 

30 point is designated on the basis of a position of the 
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image at the time when operation for decision is 
performed. When a route is designated, first, route 
points are displayed and the user traces a route on the 
map from a certain route point to the next route point. 
5 The route pattern edit unit El 8 tracks a pressing 
position detected by the touch panel and specifies a 
route and a visiting order of the route points according 
to a track of the pressing position and a moving 
direction. 

10 In this way, a new route pattern and/or route 

between points is inputted. At this moment, it is 
unclear whether the new route pattern is a route pattern 
usable as guide route data. This is because it is 
possible that, although the original route pattern is a 

15 route pattern usable as guide route data, a route point 
not satisfying the route point conditions is created as 
a result of changing a route point or a route. 
Therefore, it is judged whether the new route pattern is 
a route pattern usable as guide route pattern. 

20 The route pattern edit unit E18 supplies the new 

route pattern to the route pattern creation unit E13. 
Concerning the new route pattern, first, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 causes the route pattern creation 
unit E13 to search for a route leading from a start 

25 point to a destination passing through route points 
according to an order of the route points. In that case, 
the route pattern edit unit E18 also causes the route 
pattern creation unit E13 to calculate time required for 
movement among the respective points, that is, the start 

30 point, the route points, and the destination. When only 
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a route is changed, this route search is omitted and 
only time required is calculated* The route pattern 
creation unit E13 supplies a result of route search for 
the new route pattern (a guide schedule, etc.) to the 
5 route pattern edit unit E18. 

The route pattern edit unit E18 supplies data of 
the new route pattern to the eligible route judgment 
unit E17. The eligible route judgment unit E17 judges 
whether all the route points in the new route pattern 

10 satisfy the route point conditions (step S88). The 
eligible route judgment unit E17 supplies a result of 
the judgment to the route pattern edit unit E18. 

When the eligible route judgment unit E17 judges 
that all the route points in the new route pattern 

15 satisfy the route point conditions, the eligible route 
judgment unit E17 causes the guide route storage unit E2 
to store the new route pattern as a route pattejcn usable 
as guide route data and as a candidate of the guide 
route data together with route information. When the 

20 eligible route judgment unit E17 judges that all the 
route points in the new route pattern satisfy the route 
point conditions, the route pattern edit unit E18 sets 
the new route pattern as a route pattern usable as guide 
route data and adds the route pattern to the list 

25 display of route patterns on the basis of the guide 
route data of the new route pattern stored in the guide 
route storage unit E2 (step S89). 

On the other hand, when it is judged by the 
eligible route judgment unit E17 that any one of the 

30 route points in the new route pattern does not satisfy 
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the route point conditions In step S88, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 causes the display unit E6 to 
display, via the display creation unit E5, a warning 
Indication Indicating that the new route pattern cannot 
5 be used as guide route data (step S90). In this case, 
the processing returns to step Sll and the original list 
display Is continued. 

Other operations of the navigation device 
according to the fifth embodiment only have to be the 
10 same as those In any one of the first to the fourth 
embodiments. Therefore, explanations of the operations 
are omitted. 

As described above, according to the fifth 
embodiment of the Invention, the route pattern edit unit 

15 E18 changes a route between points and/or an order of 
route points on the basis of a track and/or a moving 
direction of a pressing position on the display screen 
detected by the touch panel of the operation unit E7 . 
Consequently, the user can correct a route and/ or an 

20 order of route points while checking the route and/or 
the order of route points on a map. Thus, a guide route 
more satisfactorily matching a demand of the user Is 
obtained. 
Sixth embodiment 

25 A navigation device according to a sixth 

embodiment of the Invention IV executes a chcinge of 
route points for a route pattern usable as guide route 
data. In .the sixth embodiment, the processing for 
deleting a route point In the third embodiment and the 

30 processing for adding a route point In the first 



- 194 - 



embodiment are applied. First, a route point to be 
deleted Is selected and a route point to be added used 
instead of the route point to be deleted is selected. A 
new route pattern in which the added route pattern is 
5 used instead of the deleted route point is created by 
the route pattern edit unit E18. When all route points 
in the new route pattern satisfy the route point 
conditions, the new route pattern (and route information 
thereof) is added as one of candidates of guide route 
10 data. 

Figure 55 is a diagram showing another example of 
display of a route pattern in the sixth embodiment. 
Figure 55(A) shows an example of display of a route 
pattern in which there are four route points "OO park" , 

15 "caf6 XO", "restaurant XX", and "AA zoo". Figure 
55(B) shows an example of display of a route pattern in 
which the route point "caf6 X O " in the route pattern 
shown in Figure 55(A) is changed to a route point "O 
falls". Moreover, in Figure 55, comments indicating 

20 characteristics of the respective route points are also 
displayed . 

Constitutions and operations of the navigation 
device according to the sixth embodiment other than 
those described above only have to be the same as those 
25 in any one of the first to the fifth embodiments. 
Therefore, explanations of the constitutions and the 
operations are omitted. 

The respective embodiments described above are 
preferred example of the invention IV. However, the 
30 invention IV is not limited to these embodiments. 
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Various modifications and alterations are possible as 
long as the modifications eind alterations doe not depart 
from the sprit of the invention. 

For example, each of the embodiments is applicable 
5 to the other embodiments. In other words, for example, 
it is possible to perforin all of addition, deletion, 
change, and rearrangement of route points for candidates 
of guide route data using one guide route creation unit 
El. 

10 In the embodiments, the route point selection unit 

E12 may refer to the proposed route point data E24 and 
register, only when a route point selected by the user 
is open , this route point in the route point list . When 
the selected route point is not open, the route point 

15 selection unit E12 causes the display unit E6 to display 
a warning indication. 

In the embodiments, in a route pattern in which 
any one of route points is judged as not satisfying the 
route point conditions ' by the eligible route judgment 

20 unit E17, when an arrival time at the route point not 
satisfying the route point conditions is earlier than a 
start time of a guide time at the route point, the route 
pattern edit unit E18 inserts another route point before 
the route point to create a new route pattern and judge, 

25 concerning the new route pattern, whether all route 
points satisfy the route point conditions using the 
route pattern creation unit E13 and the eligible route 
judgment unit E17. As the route point to be inserted, 
for example, a point with the genre "caf6" or the like 

30 where a stay time is relatively short is selected. A 
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route point where a stay time is shorter than a 
difference between the start time of the guide time and 
the arrival time may be selected. In the case in which 
a route point is automatically added in this way, when 
5 ail route points in a new route pattern satisfy the 
route point conditions, the new route pattern is set as 
a candidate of guide route data. 

In the embodiments, when an arrival time at a 
first route point is earlier than a start time of a 

10 guide time of a genre of the route point, the route 
pattern creation unit E13 may change a departure time 
from a start point to time delayed by a difference 
between the start time and the arrival time. 

In the embodiments, when route points of a 

15 predetermined genre continue in respective patterns 
included in a route pattern list formed by the route 
pattern alignment unit E16 , the eligible route judgment 
unit El 7 may judge that the route pattern does not 
satisfy the route point conditions. For example, when 

20 route points of a genre corresponding to the food and 
drink genre continue in the route point condition table 
for genre E27 shown in Figure 4, the eligible route 
judgment unit E17 may judge that the route pattern does 
not satisfy the route point conditions • 

25 In the embodiments, after plural route patterns 

created by the route pattern creation unit E13 are 
arranged by the route pattern alignment unit E16 in 
accordance with the conditions in the route condition 
table E26, the eligible route judgment unit E17 judges 

30 eligibility of the respective route patterns in order. 
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Instead of this, it is also possible that the route 
pattern alignment unit E16 is not provided and, in every 
judgment of a route pattern, the eligible route judgment 
unit E17 refers to the route condition table E26, 
5 searches for plural route patterns in accordcuice with 
the conditions in the route condition table E26, 
sequentially extracts one route pattern out of the 
plural route patterns, and judges eligibility for the 
route pattern extracted. 

10 In the embodiments, the route condition table E26 

and the route point condition table for genre E27 are 
provided in advance. However, the navigation device may 
cause the user to input search conditions for a guide 
route and route point conditions at respective route 

15 points at the time of route search and use the search 
conditions and the route point conditions inputted. 

In the embodiments, the route point conditions are 
applied for each genre. However, it goes without saying 
that the route point conditions may be applied for each 

20 route point. The route point conditions for each genre 
and the route point conditions for each route point may 
be applied together. 

In the first embodiment of the invention IV, in 
the case in which a new route point is inserted in a 

25 certain. inserting place in a guide route in which route 
points are judged as satisfying the route point 
conditions, when it is judged that the guide route after 
correction is judged as not satisfying the route point 
conditions, a new route point may be automatically 

30 inserted in another inserting place in the guide route. 
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In the embodiments, it is also possible that , in 
rearranging route points, the route points are earranged 
to be displayed, when the user performs operation for 
dragging to move a certain route point to a route 
5 between other points, the route point is displayed 
according to a pressing position of the touch panel in 
response to the operation, and, when display of the 
route between the points and display of the route point 
are superimposed in display, a route pattern obtained by 

10 moving the route point is created as a new route pattern 
in the route between the points. 

In the embodiments, it is also possible that, in 
displaying a warning indication and in other cases, an 
image or a text for an option of suspension of 

15 processing is simultaneously displayed on the display 
unit E6 and, when operation for suspension of the 
processing by the user is detected, the route pattern 
edit unit E18 ends correction processing for a route 
pattern and continues list display of an original route 

20 pattern. 

In the embodiments of the invention IV, the guide 
route creation unit El is built in the navigation device. 
Instead of this, in a communication system adopting a 
client/server model, the navigation device may be 

25 realized as a client terminal including the display 
creation unit E5, the display unit E6, the operation 
unit E7, and the not-shown communication circuit and the 
guide route creation unit El and/or the map database E4 
may be realized in a server. In that case, the 

30 navigation device mainly functions as a user interface. 
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transmission cind reception of necessary data are 
performed ' via a communication path formed by a 
coimnunication system, and processing such as route 
search Is performed In the guide route creation unit El 
5 In the server. Besides, the server and the client 
terminal may cooperate with each other to realize the 
guide route creation unit 1. It Is also possible that a 
personal computer or the like Is used as the client 
terminal, a reader for a predetermined storage medium 

10 such as a memory card Is provided In the navigation 
device, a route pattern of a guide route obtained by the 
guide route creation unit El In the server Is stored In 
the predetermined storage medium by the client terminal, 
and the storage medliam Is Inserted In and read by the 

15 reader of the navigation device to use the guide route 
creation unit El on the server offline. 

According to the Invention IV, there is an 
operational effect that it is possible to obtain a guide 
route search device, a navigation device, and a guide 

20 route isearch method for finding a guide route on which a 
user reaches a destination via one or plural route 
points desired by the user while visiting route points 
desired by the user at appropriate timing. 

25 Industrial Applicability 

It is possible to use the guide route search 
device, the navigation device, and the guide route 
search method according to the invention in, for example, 
a vehicle -mounted navigation device mounted on a vehicle 

30 such as an automobile, a navigation device for 
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pedestrians, other navigation devices, and ttie like. 



